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Would it not be better if the Con ten Authority 
should say this: — `` 

* You have shown that you are unable or un- 
willing to obey the rules of the community, You ` 
have forfeited your right to be a free man. But we 
will give you a chance to earn your freedom again; 
and if you earn it, you will get it. We give you Lo 
our word on that. us 

“This is what : you u ha to d There are "teni 
courses available for you to take. You can take : any 


one of them; and if you pass it successfully, you go 


free. The courses provide training in different 
trades and professions, People's abilities and apti- 
tudes vary greatly and that is the reason we give a 
variety of courses. Almost anybody should find 


matter is different, the social strains in each course 
are equal. To complete it successfully you must 
show that you ha ve learned how to live with other 
people. Your temper will be severely tested, temp- 
tations will appear unexpectedly, you will be driven 
to the limit of your endurance. These are not at- 
tempts to catch you. They are tests. They are 
part of your training, like live ammunition in the 
tests for the Army and the Navy. 

We want you to learn self-control, to be ready 
for anything that is likely to occur in the ordinary . 
conditions of life; and before you can be free, you 
must make the grade just as an airplane pilot must ^ 
make the grade before he gets his wings, ۵ 
medical student before he can practice medicine. 
But this we promise you. If you make the grade, š 
you go free. You will be measured by what yu do, ==.” 
by your conduct, by the way you stand up undder 
pressure. So long as you have done the work up to x 
the required standard, you shall go free. It is our 
job to make our tests 5 — to detect 5 


“As to which course you take, that is your 
choice., We will give you an aptitude test and the 
best advice we can. But you are free to choose, 
We will give you any help in our power. If you are. ae 
ill, you will get good care in the hospital. If; you 
are disturbed, there is a | psychiatrist to whom ; ; 
can go if you want. If you get mixed up in y 
| work, any one of the instructors will be glad to 


But remember this: Your e رس ده‎ 


WHO REFORMS THE CRIMINAL? 


one that will suit him. But although the sub 


- your weaknesses. ` 


i for you to go to. 


a yourself, on your. Ed the op 
exactly as you require, you may still hold out on me. 


spite of his bad ear. His attitude has completely 
changed. He is a cheerful, friendly, norte king 
boy. 

What is the central fact in the correcting of 
criminals? Is it not that the criminal decides 
whether he will try to reform or not? It is his 
decision, not ours. If he does not want to try, if 
he will make no effort to redeem himself, he stays 
unredeemed and unrehabilitated. However favor- 
able may be the opportunities we provide, he may 
refuse to take them. It is the old problem of taking 
a horse to water. 

Therefore it is our job, so far as we can, to stimu- 
late him to try, to treat him ina way which is cal- 
culated to make him try. So far as we can, we must 
avoid doing things which will weaken his resolution 
or rouse his opposition. . 

According to the American Law Eostitotés crimi- 
nals should be treated primarily as patients in need 
of therapy. The following statement is substantially 
the proposition which the Youth Correction Au- 
thority makes to the criminal: — 

* You have committed a crime and are in trouble. 
We will help you. Your crime is due to some emo- 
tional maladjustment or conflict. We will study 
you to find out what it is. We will prescribe treat- 
ment for you. We will determine when you have 
been cured. We will parole or discharge you when 
we decide it is safe to do so. 

* You must understand that we are not punishing 
you. We are giving you therapeutic treatment. 
We are dealing with the causes of behavior — not 
with the behavior itself. And since everyone is 
different and the treatment applied to each person 
is individually designed to cure his weaknesses, you 
must not compare the treatment you get with that 
which another person receives and think he is being 
treated more or less favorably than you are. Nor 
should you feel, because you have performed your 
work as well as the man with whom you have been 
working, that if he is discharged from custody, you ` 
also ought to be discharged from custody. You 


must rely on our judgment. We have to measure : 


your characteristics. We may find in you a danger- ` 
ous quality; and even if you do everything perfectly ` 
which we require of you, you may still 1 vd 8 des s 
course of treatment to overcome it.” 1 


What would be the answer? - Ve iE 
“That’s not good enough. I have pog my egies 
and I want to get it back. But you promise me 
nothing. You tell me that even if I do everything. 
You say that you may let my partner go home, but 
may keep me indefinitely, even if I have done as 
well as he has or better. Why should I ید تا‎ 
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* We're not advertising Ross.” 
now. 

* We're talking about two different things, , I 
said. “You seem worried about my making Ross 
popular because he is your political opponent. But 
I'm not concerned about Ross's politics at all. The 
man struck me as one who typified certain traits of r- 
the Negro migrant. I've already sold a Y based — wi 
upon an incident in his life. * 

Nealson became excited. 

* What was the incident?” he asked. 

* Some trouble he got into when he was thirteen 
years old,” I said ^. 

“Oh, I thought it was polite” 
ging. ER 

“But I'm telling you That you are wrong about x 
that,” I explained. „I'm not trying to fight you - 
with my writing. I've no political ambitions. You 
must believe that. I'm trying to depict Negro life." 

* Have you finished writing about Ross? 

“No,” I said. “I dropped the idea. Our Bey WE 
members were suspicious of me and were afraid to 
talk.” He laughed. 

“Dick,” he began, x 
facing a grave crisis.” 3 

“The party's always PENI a crisis,” 'I Said 

His smile left and he stared at me. 

** You're not cynical, are you, Dick?” he asked 

“No,” I said. “But it's the truth. Each Mert 3 
each month there's a crisis." „ 


He spoke directly 


T aid shrug- x 


we're short of forces. We re 


* You'rea funny guy," he said, laughing snoring qo 
again. “But we've got a job to do. We're altering | 
our work. Fascism’ s the danger, the تیب‎ now to N ; 
all people.” i T 3 

“I understand,” I said. Ev bee 

„We've got to defeat the Fass he said, 


know your abilities. We want you to work with us. 
We've got to crash out of our narrow way of work- 
ing and get our message to the church people, stu- 
dents, club people, professionals, middle class. 35 

“I’ve been called names," I said A 3 “Is Acus 
crashing out of the narrow way?” ? ! 

“Forget that," he said... .. 

He had not denied the name-calling. That meant 
that, if I did not obey him, the name-calling would 


“T don't see if I fit int things,” I said openly. 
* We want to trust one with an important as assi 


"ment," he said. — 
“What do you want me to doi". 


The high cost of living?” T exclaimed Wha 


TO BE A COMMUNIST 


As we 1 hands he burst into a lóud: scdiningly : 


_ snorting from asthma. “We ve discussed you and . 


| begin again. 


the high cost of. living." 


I TRIEK 


manner. He suffered from asthma and would snort 
at unexpected intervals. Now and then he would 
punctuate his flow of words by taking a nip from a 
bottle of whiskey. He had traveled half around the 
world and his talk was pitted with vague allusions to 
European cities. I met him in his apartment, lis- 
tened to him intently, observed him minutely, for I 
knew that I was facing o one of the leaders of Wong 
Communism. ^ 

“Hello, Wright,” he snorted. Tue heard about 
you." 


causeless laugh; and as he guffawed I could not tell 
whether his mirth was directed at me or was meant 
to hide his uneasiness. 


“I hope what you've heard about me is باوج‎ "n 


I parried. 

“Sit down," he laughed again, waving me to 2 
chair. “Yes, they tell me you write." 

“I try to,” I said. 

“You can write," he از‎ “I read that arti- 
cle you wrote for the New Masses about Joe Louis. 
Good stuff. First political treatment of sports we've 
yet had. Ha-ha." 

I waited. I had thought that I should encounter 
a man of ideas, but he was not that. Then perhaps 
he was a man of action? But that was not indicated 
either. 

“They tell me that you are a friend of Ross," he 
shot at me. 

I I paused before answering. He had not asked me 
deeds, but had hinted in a neutral, teasing way. 
Ross, I had been told, was slated for expulsion from 
the party on the ground that he was “anti-leader- 
ship”; and if a member of the Communist Inter- 
national was asking me if I was a friend of a man 
about to be expelled, he | was indirectly 8 me if 
I was loyal or not. 

“Ross is not a 8 friend of mines I said 
frankly. “But I know him well; in fact, quite well.” 

„If he isn’t your friend, how do you happen to 

know him so well?" he asked, sapone to soften the 
hard threat of his question. 

“I was writing an account of his life 3 1 know 
him as well, perhaps, as anybody,” I told him. 

sI heard about that," he said. * Wright. Ha-ha. 


Say, let me call you Dick, hunh?” 55 


“Go ahead," I said. 


| “Dick,” he said, “Ross is a nationalist.” He — 
paused to let the ‘weight of his accusation nk ce 


He meant that Ross’s militancy was extreme. “We 
Communists don’t dramatize Negro nationalism,” 
he said in a voice that- لیس سا‎ accused, And 
drawled. e 
* What do yen wien?” I asked. TT 


A COMMUNIST. 


mother admitted Ed Green, the man who had de- 
manded to know what use I planned to make of the 
material I was collecting from the comrades. Lie 
stared at him as I lay abed and I knew that he co 
sidered me a clever and sworn enemy of the party 
Bitterness welled up in me. Ego 

* What do you want?" I asked bluntly. “You see 
pm i. | pb n 

«I have a message from the party for you," he 
I had not said good day, and he had not offered 


“to say it. He had not smiled, and neither had L He p 


looked curiously at my bleak room. 


“This is the home ofa bastard intellectual," I cut T 
at him sas „„ A 


He stared without blinking. I could not endure is 
his standing there so stone-like. Common decency. ` PE 
made me say, “Sit down." 5 o MH Y 1 : 


His shoulders stiffened. . : E 
'm in a hurry.” He spoke like an army officer. 
„What do you want to tell me 
Nealson?" he asked. 
I was suspicious. Was this a political trap? 
ealson?” I asked, com- 


work,” he said. E: 


„I'm ill and can't see 


o 7s 


g. My : : 


` by RICHARD WRIGHT 
5 . 


Irn the John Reed clubs now dissolved, I. 

was free of all party relations. I avoided. 

unit meetings for fear of being subjected to 
discipline. Occasionally a Negro Communist — de- 
fying the code that enjoined him to shun suspect. 
elements — came to my home and informed me of 
the current charges that Communists were bringing 
against one another. To my astonishment I heard 
that Buddy Nealson had branded me a “smuggler 
of reaction." 

Buddy Nealson was the Negro who had formu- 
lated the Communist position for the American 
Negro; he had made speeches in the Kremlin; he had 
spoken before Stalin himself. : 

“Why does Nealson call me that?” I asked. 

“He says that you are a petty bourgeois degen- 
erate,” I was told. U 

* What does that mean?" 

“He says that you are corrupting the party with 
your ideas." 

*How?" 
` ‘There was no answer. I decided that my relation- 
ship with the party was about over; I should have to 
leave it. The attacks were growing worse, and my 
refusal to react incited Nealson into coining more 
* bastard intellec- 
„; it was claimed 


struggle of life and considers 


e I was 


cussed in the year 
ing autobiography, 


H 
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had been found historically to be the only means 
of achieving discipline, In short, Nealson had asked 
me directly if I were a Communist or not. I 
wanted to be a Communist, but my kind of Com- 
munist. I wanted to shape people's feelings, awaken 
their hearts. But I could not tell Nealson that; he 
would only have snorted. i I 
“PII organize the committee and turn it over to 
someone else," I suggested. | 
“You don't want to do this, do you?” he asked. 
“No,” I said firmly. ۱ 
* What would you like 
then?" 7 ۱ 1 a 
“T’d like to organize Negro artists," I said. JU. 
“But the party doesn't need that now," he sad. 
I rose, knowing that he had no intention of letting ET 
me go after I had organized the committee. I wanted pom he 
to tell him that I was through, but I was not ready . 
to bring matters to a head. I went out, angry with iss 
myself, angry with him, angry with the party. Well, 
I had not broken the decision, but neither had 1:5 2 
accepted it wholly. I had dodged, trying to save 
time for writing, time to think. Po Ee 


to do on the South Side, 


10- 


M: TASK consisted in attending meetings until the 
late hours of the night, taking part in discussions, 
or lending myself generally along with other Comn- 
munists in leading the people of the South Side. We 
debated the housing situation, the best means of 
forcing the city to authorize open hearings on con- . 
ditions among Negroes. I gritted my teeth as the 
daily value of pork chops was tabulated, longing to 
be at home with my writing. EE 
Nealson was cleverer than I and he confronted me 
before I had a chance to confront him. I was sum- 
moned one night to meet Nealson and a “friend.” 
When I arrived at a South Side hotel I was intro 
duced to a short, yellow man who carried himself 
like Napoleon. He wore glasses, kept his full lips 
pursed as though he were engaged in perpetual. 
thought. He swaggered when he walked. He spoke 
slowly, precisely, trying to charge each of his words 
with more meaning than the words were able to 
carry. He talked of trivial things in lofty tones. He 
said that his name was Smith, that he was from 


ing Negro institutions so as to achieve & broad unity 
of action. The three of us sat at a table, facing one : 


a 


abont to be made to me, and if I did not accept it, 
there would be open warfare... — = 
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Washington, that he planned to launch a national 
organization among Negroes to federalize all exist- 


Another. I knew that another and last offer was. 
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“It’s easy. You can learn," he said. 

I was in the midst of writing a novel and he was 
calling me from it to tabulate the price of groceries. 
“He doesn't think much of what I'm trying to do,” 
I thought. EXP 

* Comrade Nealson,” I said, “a writer who hasn't 
written anything worth while is a most doubtful 
person. Now, I'm in that category. Yet I think I 
can write. I don't want to ask for special favors, but 
I'm in the midst of a book which I hope to complete 
insix monthsor so. Let me convince myself that I'm 
wrong about my hankering to write and then PI 
be with you all the way." E. 

“Dick,” he said, turning in his chair and waving 
his hand as though to brush away an insect that was 
annoying him, you've got to get to the masses of 
people." : 3 

“You’ve seen some of my work,” I said. * Isn't 
it just barely good enough to warrant my being 
given a chance?" 

“The party can't deal with your feelings,” he 
said. | 

* Maybe I don't belong in the party," I stated it 
in full. 

„Oh, no! Don't say that,” he said, snorting. He 
looked at me. You're blunt.” 

“I put things the way I feel them," I said. 1 
want to start in right with you. I've had too damn 
much crazy trouble in the party." 

He laughed and lit a cigarette. 

“Dick,” he said, shaking his head, “the trouble 
with you is that you've been around with those 
white artists on the North Side too much. You 
even talk like 'em. You've got to know your own 
people." l 

“I think I know them,” I said, realizing that I 
could never really talk with him. “I’ve been inside 
of three fourths of the Negroes' homes on the South 
Side." 

“But you've got to work with "em," he said. 

*I was working with Ross until I was suspected 
of being a spy,” I said. 

“Dick,” he spoke seriously now, “the party has 
decided that you are to accept this task." 

I was silent. I knew the meaning of what he had 
said. A decision was the highest injunction that a 
Communist could receive from his party, and to 
break a decision was to break the effectiveness of 
the party's ability to act. In principle I heartily 
agreed with this, for I knew that it was impossible 
for working people to forge instruments of po- 
litical power until they had achieved unity of 
action.. Oppressed for centuries, divided, hopeless, : 
corrupted, misled, they were cynical — as I had ` 
once been — and the Communist method of unity 
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1 i TRIED TO BE ۸ COMMUNIST ii 

“Wright, how would you like to go to Switzer- “Is there any 5 on Comrade Wright s 
land?” Smith asked with dramatic suddenness. statement?" the secretary asked finally. — — — 

“Td like it,” I said. “But I'm tied up with work I move that discussion on Wright’: 8 statement be 


now." deferred," Nealson said. | „„ 
“You can — that," Nealson Seld; “This is A quick vote ed و‎ s 8 motion. x 1 N 
important.“ looked about the silent room, then reached for sA 
“What Si I di in Switzerland?” 1 asked. hat and rose. I 
. “You'll go as a youth delegate," Smith said. “I should like to go now,“ I said. 
“From there you can go to the Soviet Union.” . No one seid anything. I walked to ^e door and ^ 


Much as I'd like to, I’m afraid I can't make it" out into the night and a heavy burden seemed to lift 
I said honestly. “I simply cannot drop the writing from my shoulders. I was free. And I had done it * is 
I'm doing now.’ in a decent and forthright manner. I had not been 
We sat looking at one ON smoking silently. bitter. I had not raked up a single recrimination. ` 
“Has Nealson told you how I feel?" I asked. I had attacked no one. I had disavowed nothing. 
Smith. The next night two Negro Communists called at 
Smith did not answer. He stared at me a bnc my home. They pretended to be ignorant of whai 


time, then spat: Wright, you're a fool!“ had happened at the unit meeting. Patiently I 
I rose. Smith turned away from me. A breath explained what had occurred. 

more of anger and I should have driven my fist into “Your story does not agree with what Nealon 

his face. Nealson laughed sheepishly, snorting. says,” they said, revealing the motive of their Visit. E 
“Was that necessary?” I asked, trembling. * And what docs Nealson say?" I asked. 


I stood recalling how, in my boyhood, I would * He says that you are in league with a Trotskyite ۴ 
have fought until blood ran had anyone said any- ` group, and that you made an appeal for other party 
thing like that to me. But I was a man now and members to follow you in leaving the party.” as ون‎ 

master of my rage, able to control the surging emo- “What?” I gasped. “That’s not true. I p x 
tions. I put on my hat and walked to the door. that my membership be dropped. I raised no politi- i "ue dE s 
“Keep cool," I said to myself. Don't let this get cal issues. What did this mean? I sat pondering.: d „„ 


be — 


out of hand“ „Look, maybe I ought to make my break with the | 
“This is good-bye,” I said. party clean. If Nealson's going to act this vay, o 
| ۱ I'll resign." . ` 5 pes 
I attended the next unit meeting and asked for & “You can't resign," they told me. ۱ — 8 
place on the agenda, which was readily granted. “What do you mean?" I demanded. 
Nealson was there. Evans was there. Ed Green was “No one can resign from the Communist pn SEC 
there. When my time came to speak, I said: — I looked at them and laughed. ss MN 


“Comrades, for the past two years I've worked ** You're talking crazy, said. j 
daily with most of you. Despite this, I have for *Nealson would expel you ‘publicly, cut the 
some time found myself in a difficult position in the ground from under your feet if you resigned," they 
party. What has caused this difficulty is a long story . said. “People would think that something was . e 
which I do not care to recite now; it would serve no wrong if someone tino you quit here on the South 
purpose. But I tell you honestly that I think I've Side. ; 
found a solution of my difficulty. I am proposing I was angry. Was the Dati. So o Wink and u uncer- 
here tonight that my membership be dropped from _ tain of itself that it could not accept what I had said 
the party rolls. No ideological differences impel me at the unit meeting? Who thought. up such tactics? 
to say this. I simply do not wish to be bound an e suddenly, I understood The the 
longer by the party's decisions. I should like to re- ۷ 
tain my membership in those organizations in which; 
the party has influence, and I shall comply with the The. 
party's program in those organizations. J hope that 
my words will be accepted i in the spirit in ۱ which pA 
are said. Perhaps sometime in the future I can meet 
and talk with the leaders of the e pu as to E 
tasks r can best perform.” y^ onde 


— z 


at Nealson, Evans, and ie Green. T ee dirus 


I was happy. At last I was in a position to make@ 
guggestions and have them acted upon. I was con- 
vinced that we had a rare chance to build a genuine 
Negro theater. Iconvoked a meeting and introduced 
DeSheim to the Negro company, telling them that Í 
he was a man who knew the theater, who would lead 
them toward serious dramatics. DeSheim made a . 
speech wherein he said that he was not at the j 
theater to direct it, but to help the Negroes to direct 
it. He spoke so simply and eloquently that they rose 
and applauded him. | 

I then proudly passed out copies of Paul Green's 
Hymn to the Rising Sun to all members of the com- 
pany. DeSheim assigned reading parts. Isat down 
to enjoy adult Negro dramatics. But something 
went wrong. The Negroes stammered and faltered 
in their lines. Finally they stopped reading al- 
together. DeSheim looked frightened. One of the 
Negro actors rose. 

“Mr. DeSheim,” he began, we think this play is 
indecent. We don't want to act in a play like this 
before the American public. I don't think any such 
conditions exist in the South. I lived in the South 
and I never saw any chain gangs. Mr. DeSheim, we 
want a play that will make the public love us.” 

*What kind of play do you want?" DeSheim 
asked them. 

They did not know. I went to the office and 
looked up their records and found that most of them 
had spent their lives playing cheap vaudeville. I had 
thought that they played vaudeville because the 
legitimate theater was barred to them, and now it 
turned out they wanted none of the legitimate the- 
ater, that they were scared spitless at the prospects 
of appearing in a play that the publie might not like, 
even though they did not understand that public 
and had no way of determining its likes or dislikes. 

I felt — but only teinporarily — that perhaps the 
whites were right, that Negroes were children and 
would never grow up. DeSheim informed the com- 
pany that he would produce any play they liked, 
and they sat like frightened mice, possessing no 
words to make known their vague desires. 

When I arrived at the theater a few mornings 
later, I was horrified to find that the company had 
drawn up a petition demanding the ousting of 
DeSheim. I was asked to sign the petition and I 
refused. 

* Don't you know your friends?" I asked them. 

They glared at me. I called DeSheim to the the- 
ater and we went into a frantic conference. 

“What must Ido?" he asked. == 

* Take them into your confidence," T said. “Let 


‘them know that it is their right to petition for a 


redress of their grievances.” 
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I was not able to know if my statement reached 
Nealson. There was no public outcry against me, 
but in the ranks of the party itself a storm broke 
loose and I was branded a traitor, an unstable 
personality, and one whose faith had failed. 

. My comrades had known me, my family, my 
friends; they, God knows, had known my aching 
poverty. But they had never been able to conquer 
their fear of the individual way in which I acted 
and lived, an individuality which life had seared 
into my bones. 


11 


1 was transferred by the relief authorities from the 
South Side Boys' Club to the Federal Negro Theater 
to work as a publicity agent. There were days when 
I was acutely hungry for the incessant analyses that 
went on among the comrades, but whenever I heard 
news of the party's inner life, it was of charges and 
countercharges, reprisals and counterreprisals. 

The Federal Negro Theater, for which I was doing 
publicity, had run a series of ordinary plays, all of 
which had been revamped to “Negro style," with 
jungle scenes, spirituals, and all. For example, the 
skinny white woman who directed it, an elderly 
missionary type, would take a play whose charac- 
ters were white, whose theme dealt with the Middle 
Ages, and recast it in terms of Southern Negro life 
with overtones of African backgrounds. Contem- 
porary plays dealing realistically with Negro life 
were spurned as being controversial. There were 
about forty Negro actors and actresses in the thea- 
ter, lolling about, yearning, disgruntled. 

What a waste of talent, I thought. Here was an 
opportunity for the production of a worth-while 
Negro drama and no one was aware of it. I studied 
the situation, then laid the matter before white 
friends of mine who held influential positions in the 
Works Progress Administration. I asked them to 
replace the white woman — including her quaint 
aesthetic notions — with someone who knew the 
Negro and the theater. They promised me that they 
would act. 

Within a month the white woman director had 
been transferred. We moved from the South Side to 
the Loop and were housed in a first-rate theater. 
I successfully recommended Charles DeSheim, a 
talented Jew, as director. DeSheim and I held long 
talks during which I outlined what I thought could 
be accomplished. I urged that our first offering 


should be a bill of three one-act plays, including Paul 
Green's Hymn to the Rising. Sun, a grim, poetical, I 


powerful one-acter dealing with chain-gang condi- 
tions in the South. 
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Desheim thought my advice sound and, accord- 


* 


observe Ross's trial so that I might learn what 
happened to enemies of the working class.“ 

As they talked, my old love of witnessing some- 
thing new came over me. I wanted to see this trial, 
but I did not want to risk being placed on trial 
myself. 

“Listen,” I told them. “I’m not guilty of Neal- 
son's AFET If I showed up at this trial, it would 
seem that J am.” 

* No, it won ix Please come.’ 

* All right. But, listen. If I'm tricked, I Il fight. 
You hear? I don’t trust Nealson. I’m not a politi- 
cian and I cannot anticipate all the funny moves of 
a man who spends his waking hours plotting." 

Ross's trial took place that following Sunday af- 
ternoon. Comrades stood inconspicuously on guard 


about the meeting hall, at the doors, down the 


street, and along the hallways. When I appeared, I 
was ushered in quickly. I was tense. It was a rule 
that once you had entered a meeting of this kind you 
could not leave until the meeting was over; it was 
feared that you might go to the police and denounce 
them all. 

Ross, the accused, sat alone at a table in the front 
of the hall, his face distraught. I felt sorry for him; 
yet I could not escape fecling that he enjoyed this. 
For him, this was perhaps the highlight of an other- 
wise bleak existence. 

In trying to grasp why Communists hated intel- 
lectuals, my mind was led back again to the accounts 
I had read of the Russian Revolution. There had 
existed in Old Russia millions of poor, ignorant peo- 
ple who were exploited by a few educated, arrogant 
noblemen, and it became natural for the Russian 
Communists to associate betrayal with intellectual- 
ism. But there existed in the Western world an ele- 
ment that baffled and frightened the Communist 
Party: the prevalence of self-achieved literacy. 
Even a Negro, entrapped by ignorance and exploita- 
tion, — as I had been, — could, if he had the will 
and the love for it, learn to read and to understand 


the world in which helived. And it was these people 


that the Communists could not understand. 


The trial began in a quiet, informal manner. The 
comrades acted like a group of neighbors sitting in 
judgment upon one of their kind who had stolen a 
chicken. Anybody could ask and get the floor. 
There was absolute freedom of speech. Yet the 
meeting had an amazingly formal structure of its 
own, a structure that went as deep as the desire of 
men to live together. 

A member of the Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party rose and gave a description of the 
world situation. He spoke without emotion and 


ingly, he assembled the company and told them that 
they had a right to petition against him if they 
wanted to, but that he thought any misunderstand- 
ings that existed could be settled smoothly. 

* Who told you that we were getting up a peti- 
tion?" a black man demanded. 

DeSheim looked at me and stammered wordlessly. 

„There's an Uncle Tom in the theater!” a black 
girl yelled. 

After the meeting a delegation of Negro men came 
to my office and took out their pocketknives and 
flashed them in my face. 

Jou get the hell off this job before we cut your 
bellybutton out!” they said. 

I telephoned my white friends in the Works Prog- 
ress Administration: “Transfer me at once to an- 
other job, or I'll be murdered.” 

Within twenty-four hours DeSheim and I were 
given our papers. We shook hands and went our 
separate ways. 

I was transferred to a white experimental theatri- 
càl company as a publicity agent and I resolved to 
keep my ideas to myself, or, better, to write them 
down and not attempt to translate them into reality. 


12 


O evening a group of Negro Communists called 
at my home and asked to speak to me in strict se- 
crecy. I took them into my room and locked the 
door. 

* Dick," they began abruptly, “the party wants 
you to attend a meeting Sunday.” 

“Why?” T asked. “I’m no longer a member." 

„That's all right. They want you to be present,“ 
they said. 


* Communists don't speak to me on the street," I -- 


said. “Now, why do you want me at a meeting?" 
They hedged. They did not want to tell me. 
“If you can't tell me, then I can't come,” I said. 
They whispered among themselves and finally 
decided to take me into their confidence. 
* Dick, Ross 19 going to be tied, ” they said. 
“For what?” 
They recited a long list of political offenses of 
which they alleged that he was guilty. 
“But what has that got to do with me?” 
“If you come, you'll find out,” they said. , 
m not that naive,” I said. I was suspicious 


now. Were they trying to lure me to a trial and 


expel me? “This trial might turn out to be mine." 
They swore that they had no intention of placing 
me on trial, that the party merely wanted me to 
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* Nothing," he said, laughing. vA think I under- 
stand what's happening here. I'm not going to let 
them drive you off this job." 

I thanked him and rose to go to the door. Some- 
thing in his words had not sounded right. I turned 
and faced him. 

* This job?" I repeated. “What do you mean?" 

“You mean to say that you don't know?" he 
asked. | 

*Know what? What are you talking about?" 

* Why did you leave the Federal Negro Theater?" 

“I had trouble there. They drove me off the job, 
the Negroes did." 

*And you don't think that they had any en- 
couragement?” he asked me ironically. 

I sat again. This was deadly. I gaped at him. 

“You needn’t fear here," he said. “You work, 
write." 

“It's hard to believe that," I murmured. 

* Forget it," he said. 

But the worst was yet to come. Onc day at noon 
I closed my desk and went down in the elevator. 
When I reached the first floor of the building, I saw 
a picket line moving to and fro in the streets. Many 
of the men and women carrying placards were old 
friends of mine, and they were chanting for higher 
wages for Works Progress Administration artists and 
writers. It was not the kind of picket line that one 
was not supposed to cross, and as I started away 
from the door I heard my name shouted: — 

„There's Wright, that goddamn Trotskyite!” 

* We know you, you * 

* Wright's a traitor!” 

For a moment it seemed that I ceased to live. I 
had now reached that point where I was cursed aloud 
in the busy streets of America's second-largest city. 
It shook me as nothing else had. 


Days passed. I continued on my job, where I 
functioned as the shop chairman of the union which 
I had helped to organize, though my election as shop 
chairman had been bitterly opposed by the party. 
In their efforts to nullify my influence in the union, 
my old comrades were willing to kill the union itself. 

As May Day of 1936 approached, it was voted by 
the union membership that we should march in the 
public procession. On the morning of May Day I 
received printed instructions as to the time and place 
where our union contingent would assemble to join 
the parade. At noon I hurried to the spot and found 
that the parade was already in progress. In vain I 
searched for the banners of my union local. Where 
weresthey? I went up and down the streets, ne 
for the location of my local. 

“Ob, that ارم‎ gone fifteen minutes “ago,” 
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I oould not stay until the end. I was adus to 
get out of the hall and into the streets and shake 
free from the gigantic tension that had hold of me. 
I rose and went to the door; a comrade shook his 
head, warning me that I could not leave until the 
trial had ended. 

** You can't leave now," he said. 

“I’m going out of here," I said, my anger making 
my voice louder than I intended. 

We glared at each other. Another comrade came 
running up. I stepped forward. The comrade who 
had rushed up gave the signal for me to be allowed 
to leave. They did not want violence, and neither 
did I. They stepped aside. 

I went into the dark Chicago streets and walked 
home through the cold, filled with a sense of sadness. 
Once again I told myself that I must learn to stand 
alone. I did not feel so wounded by their rejection 
of me that I wanted to spend my days bleating about 
what they had done. Perhaps what I had already 
learned to feel in my childhood saved me from that 
futile path. Ilay in bed that night and said to my- 
self: *I'll be for them, even though they are not for 
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me. 
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Frou the Federal Experimental Theater I was 
transferred to the Federal Writers’ Project, and I 
tried to earn my bread by writing guidebooks. 


Many of the writers on the project were members of 
the Communist Party ar and they kept their revolu- 


tionary vows that restrained them from speaking to 
“traitors of the working class.” I sat beside them in 
the office, ate next to them in restaurants, and rode 
up and down in the elevators with them, but they 
always looked straight ahead, wordlessly. 

After working on the project for a few months, I 
was made acting supervisor of essays and straight- 
way I ran into political difficulties. One morning 
the administrator of the project called me into his 
office. 

* Wright, who are your friends on this project?" 
he asked. 

“I don't know,” I said. “Why?” 

* Well, you ought to find out soon,’ ' he said. 

* What do you mean?" 

“Some people are asking for your removal on the 
ground that you are incompetent," he said. 

“Who are they?” 

He named several of my erstwhile comrades. Yes, 
it had come to that. They were trying to take the 
bread out of my mouth. 

* What do you propose to do about their com- 

we I. asked. | 
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ing at me with cold eyes of non-recognition. I sould 
not quite believe what had happened, even though 
my hands were smarting and bleeding. I had 
suffered a public, physical assault by two white 
Communists with black Communists looking on. I 
could not move from the spot. I was empty of any 
idea about what to do. But I did not feel belligerent. 
I had outgrown my childhood. 

Suddenly, the vast ranks of the Communist Party 
began to move. Scarlet banners with the hammer 
and sickle emblem of world revolution were lifted, 
and they fluttered in the May breeze. Drums beat. 
Voices were chanting. The tramp of many feet 
shook the earth. A long line of set-faced men and 
women, white and black, flowed past me. 

I followed the procession to the Loop and went 
into Grant Park Plaza and sat upon a bench. I was 
not thinking; I could not think. But an objectivity 
of vision was being born within me. A surging sweep 
of many odds and ends came together and formed an 
attitude, a perspective. They're blind," I said to 
myself. Their enemies have blinded them with too 
much oppression.” I lit a cigarette and I heard a 
song floating out over the sunlit air: — 


“ Arise you pris'ners of starvation!” 


I remembered the stories I had written, the sto- 
ries in which I had assigned a role of honor and glory 
to the Communist Party, and I was glad that they 
were down in black and white, were finished. For I 
knew in my heart that I should never be able to write 
that way again, should never be able to feel with 
that simple sharpness about life, should never again 
express such passionate hope, should never again 
make so total a commitment of faith. 


“A better world's in birth... ” 


The procession still passed. Banners still floated. 
Voices of hope still chanted. 

I headed toward home alone, really alone now, 
telling myself that in all the sprawling immensity 
of our mighty continent the least-known factor of 
living was the human heart, the least-sought goal of 
being was a way to live a human life. Perhaps, I 
thought, out of my tortured feelings I could fling a 
spark into this darkness. I would try, not because 
I wanted to but because I felt that I had to if I were 
to live at all. 

r would hw? wards into this darkness and wait 
for añ echo; and if an echo sounded, no matter how 
faintly, I would send other words to tell, to march, 
to fight, to create a sense of the hunger for life 


that gnaws in us all, to keep alive in our hearts a 


sense of tbe inexpressibly human. 
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Negro told me. “If you're going to march, you'd 
better fall in somewhere." 

I thanked him and walked through the milling 
crowds. Suddenly I heard my name called. Iturned. 
'To my left was the Communist Party's South Side 
section, lined up and ready to march. 

* Come here!” an old party friend called to me. 

I walked over to him. 

* Aren't you marching today?” he asked me. 

“I missed my union local," I told him. 

* What the hell," he said. “March with us.” 

“I don't know,” I said, remembering my last visit 
to the headquarters of the party, and my status as 
an “enemy.” 

“This is May Day," he said. “Get into the 
ranks." 

“You know the trouble I've had, ” ] said. 

“That’s nothing,” he said. Everybody's march- 
ing today.” 

“I don't think I'd better," I said, shaking my 
head. 

* Are you scared?” he asked. “This is May Day.” 

He caught my right arm and pulled me into line 
beside him. I stood talking to him, asking him about 
his work, about common friends. 

“Get out of our ranks!" a voice barked. 

I turned. A white Communist, a leader of the dis- 
trict of the Communist Party, Cy Perry, a slender, 
close-cropped fellow, stood glaring at me. 

“I — It's May Day and I want to march,” I said. 

* Get out!" he shouted. 

“I was invited here," I said. 

I turned to the Negro Communist who had in- 
vited me into the ranks. I did not want public vio- 
lence. I looked at my friend. He turned his eyes 
away. He was afraid. I did not know what to do. 

* You asked me to march here," I said to him. 

He did not answer. 

“Tell him that you did invite me,” I said, pulling 
his sleeve. 

“I’m asking you for the last time to get out of 
our ranks!" Cy Perry shouted. 

I did not move. I had intended to, but I was beset 
by so many impulses that I could not act. Another 
white Communist came to assist Perry. Perry 
caught hold of my collar and pulled at me. I re- 
sisted. They held me fast. I struggled to free myself. 

“Turn me loose!” I said. 

Hands lifted me bodily from the sidewalk; I felt 
myself being pitched headlong through the air. I 
saved myself from Janding on my head by clutching 
a curbstone with my hands. Slowly I rose and 
stood. Perry and his assistant were glaring at me. 
The rows of white and black Communists were look- 
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I TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST 


MPa, 


by RICHARD WRIGHT 


b 0 


did not look welcoming. What on earth of impor- 
tance could happen in so dingy a place? Through 
the windows above me I saw vague murals along the 
walls. I mounted the stairs to a door that was let- 
tered: THE CHICAGO JOHN REED CLUB. 

Iopened it and stepped into the strangest room I 
had ever seen. Paper and cigarette butts lay on the 
floor. A few benches ran along the walls, above 
which were vivid colors depicting colossal figures of 
workers carrying streaming banners. The mouths 
of the workers gaped in wild cries; their legs were 
sprawled over cities. 

“Hello.” 

I turned and saw a white man smiling at me. 

“A friend of mihe, who’s a member of this club, 
asked me to visit here. His name is Sol ——,” I 
told him. 

“You're welcome here," the white man said. 
“Were not having an affair tonight. We're hold- 
ing an editorial meeting. Do you paint?" He was 
slightly gray and he had a mustache. 

“No,” I said. “I try to write." 

“Then sit in on the editorial meeting of our maga- 
zine, Left Front," he suggested. 

“I know nothing of editing," I said. 

* You can learn," he said. 

I stared at him, doubting. 

“I don't want to be in the way here,“ I said. 

*My name's Grimm," he said. 

I told him my name and we shook hands. He 
went to a closet and returned with an armful of 
magazines. 

* Here are some back issues of the Masses," he 
said. “Have you ever read it?" 

“No,” I said. ` 

“Some of the best writers in America publish in 
it," he explained. He also gave me copies of a 
magazine called International Literature. There's 
stuff here from Gide, Gorky —" - 

I assured him that I would read them. He took 
me to an office and introduced me to:a Jewish boy 
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from a group of white boys I had known when 

I was working in the post office to meet in one 
of Chicago's South Side hotels and argue the state 
of the world. About ten of us gathered, and ate 
salami sandwiches, drank beer, and talked. I was 
amazed to discover that many of them had joined 
the Communist Party. I challenged them by recit- 
ing the antics of the Negro Communists I had seen 
in the parks, and I was told that those antics were 
*tactics" and were all right. I was dubious. 

Then one Thursday night Sol, a Jewish chap, 
startled us by announcing that he had had a short 
story accepted by a little magazine called the Anvil, 
edited by Jack Conroy, and that he had joined a 
revolutionary artist organization, the John Reed 
Club. Sol repeatedly begged me to attend the meet- 
ings of the club. 

* You'd like them," Sol said. 

*I don't want to be organized," I said. 

“They can help you to write,” he said. 

* Nobody can tell me how or what to write," I 
said. 

“Come and see,” he urged. “What have you to 
lose?" 

I felt that Communists could not possibly have 
a sincere interest in Negroes. I was cynical and I 
would rather have heard a white man say that he 
hated Negroes, which I could have readily believed, 
than to have heard him say that he respected Ne- 
groes, which would have made me doubt him. 

One Saturday night, bored with reading, I de- 
cided to appear at the John Reed Club in the capac- 
ity of an amused spectator. I rode to the Loop and 
found the number. A dark stairway led upwards; it 


O* Thursday night I received an invitation 
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ensued. Finally the members who had been silent 
in deference to the party rose and demanded of me 
that the foolish charges against Swann be with- 
drawn. Again I moved that the matter be referred 
to the executive committee, and again my proposal 
was voted down. The membership had now begun 
to distrust the party's motives. They were afraid 
to let an executive committee, the majority of 
whom were party members, pass upon the charges 
made by party member Young. 

A delegation of members asked me later if I had 
anything to do with Young's charges. I was so hurt 
and humiliated that I disavowed all relations with 
Young. Determined to end the farce, I cornered 
Young and demanded to know who had given him 
authority to castigate Swann. 

“Tye been asked to rid the club of traitors.” 

“But Swann isn’t a traitor,” I said. 

* We must have a purge,” he said, his eyes bulg- 
ing, his face quivering with passion. 

I admitted his great revolutionary fervor, but I 
felt that his zeal was a trifle excessive. The situation 
became worse. À delegation of members informed 
me that if the charges against Swann were not 


withdrawn, they would resign in a body. I was fran- ^ 


tic. I wrote to the Communist Party to ask why 
orders had been issued to punish Swann, and a reply 
came back that no such orders had been issued. 
Then what was Young up to? Who was prompting 
him? I finally begged the club to let me place the 
matter before the leaders of the Communist Party. 
After a violent debate, my proposal was accepted. 

One night ten of us met in an office of a leader 
of the party to hear Young restate his charges 
against Swann. The party leader, aloof and amused, 
gave Young the signal to begin. Young unrolled a 
sheaf of papers and declaimed a list of political 
charges that excelled in viciousness his previous 


charges. I stared at Young, feeling that he was mak- . 


ing a dreadful mistake, but fearing him because he 


had, by his own account, the sanction of high po- 
q 


litical authority. 


When Young finished, the party leader asked, 


“Will you allow me to read these charges?" 


“Of course,” said Young, surrendering a copy of ` 
his indictment. “You may keep that copy. I have ` 


ten carbons.” 
“Why did you make so many carbons?” the 
leader asked. 


“I didn't want anyone to steal them,” Young said. ° 
“Tf this man’s charges against me are taken seri- ' 
ously,” Swann said, “Pll resign and publicly de- 


nounce the club." 1 ^ 


“You sée! Young yelled. He's with the po 


lice!” 
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eral program for the club. Feelings waxed violent 
and bitter. Then the showdown came. I was in- 
formed that if I wanted to continue as secretary of 
the club I should have to join the Communist Party. 
I stated that I favored a policy that allowed for the 
development of writers and artists. My policy was 
accepted. I signed the membership card. 


One night a Jewish chap appeared at one of our 
meetings and introduced himself as Comrade Young 
of Detroit. He told us that he was a member of the 
Communist Party, a member of the Detroit John 
Reed Club, that he planned to make his home in 
Chicago. He was a short, friendly, black-haired, 
well-read fellow with hanging lips and bulging eyes. 
Shy of forces to execute the demands of the Com- 
munist Party, we welcomed him. But I could not 
make out Young's personality; whenever I asked 
him a simple question, he looked off and stammered 
a confused answer. I decided to send his references 
to the Communist Party for checking and forthwith 
named him for membership in the club. He's 
O.K., I thought. Just a queer artist. 

After the meeting Comrade Young confronted me 
with a problem. He had no money, he said, and 
asked if he could sleep temporarily on the club's 
premises. Believing him loyal, I gave him permis- 
sion. Straightway Young became one of the most 
ardent members of our organization, admired by all. 
His paintings — which I did not understand — im- 
pressed our best artists. No report about Young 
had come from the Communist Party, but since 
Young seemed a conscientious worker, I did not 
think the omission serious in any case. 

At a meeting one night Young asked that his 
name be placed upon the agenda; when his time 
came to speak, he rose and launched into one of the : 
most violent and bitter political attacks in the club's 
history upon Swann, one of our best young artists. ۱ 
We were aghast. Young accused Swann of being a 1 
traitor to the workers, an opportunist, a collaborator ۱ 
with the police, and an adherent of Trotsky. Nat- : 
urally most of the club's members assumed that 
Young, a member of the party, was voicing the ideas 
of the party. Surprised and baffled, I moved that 
Young's statement be referred to the executive com- 
mittee for decision. Swann rightfully protested; he 
declared that he had been attacked in public and 
would answer in public. 

It was voted that Swann should have the floor. 
He refuted Young's wild charges, but the majority 
of the club's members were bewildered, did not know 
- whether to believe him or not. We all liked Swann, ` 
did not believe him guilty-of any misconduct; but 
we did not want to offend the party. À verbal battle 
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tion. Unit meetings are held on certain nights which 
are kept secret for fear of police raids. Nothing 
treasonable occurs at these meetings; but once one 
is a Communist, one does not have to be guilty of 
wrongdoing to attract the attention of the police. 

I went to my first unit meeting — which was held 
in the Black Belt of the South Side — and intro- 
duced myself to the Negro organizer. 

„Welcome, comrade,” he said, grinning. * We're 
glad to have a writer with us." 

“I’m not much of a writer,” I said. 

The meeting started. About twenty Negroes were 
gathered. The time came for me to make my report 
and I took out my notes and told them how I had 
come to join the party, what few stray items I had 
published, what my duties were in the John Reed 
Club. I finished and waited for comment. There 
was silence. I looked about. Most of the comrades 
sat with bowed heads. Then I was surprised to catch 
a twitching smile on the lips of a Negro woman. 
Minutes passed. The Negro woman lifted her head 
and looked at the organizer. The organizer smoth- 
ered a smile. Then the woman broke into unre- 
strained laughter, bending forward and burying her 
face in her hands. Istared. Had I said something 
funny? 

* What's the matter?” I asked. 

The giggling became general. The unit organizer, 
who had been dallying with his pencil, looked up. 

“It’s all right, comrade,” he said. * We're glad 
to have a writer in the party." 

There was more smothered laughter. What kind 
of people were these? I had made a serious report 
and now I heard giggles. 

«I did the best I could," I seid uneasily. "I 
realize that writing is not basic or important. Put, 
given time, I think I can make a contribution.” 

* We know you can, comrade," the black organ- 
izer said. 

His tone was more patronizing than that of a 
Southern white man. I grew angry. I thought I 
knew these people, but evidently I did not. I wanted 
to take issue with their attitude, but caution urged 
me to talk it over with others first. 

During the following days I learned through dis- 
creet questioning that I had seemed a fantastic 
element to the black Communists. I was shocked to 
hear that I, who had been only to grammar school, 
had been classified as an intellectual. What was an 
intellectual? I had never heard the word used in 
the sense in which it was applied to me. I had 
thought that they might refuse me on the ground 
that I was not politically advanced; I had thought 


they might say I would have to be investigated. 


But they had simply laughed. 


I was sick. The meeting ended with a promise 
from the party leader to read the charges carefully 
and render a verdict as to whether Swann should 
be placed on trial or not. I was convinced that some-, 
thing was wrong, but I could not figure it out. Ong 
afternoon I went to the club to have a long tal 
with Young; but when I arrived, he was not there; 
Nor was he there the next day. Fora week I sought 
Young in vain. Meanwhile the club’s members 
asked his whereabouts and they would not believe 
me when I told them that I did not know. Was he 
ill? Had he been picked up by the police? 

One afternoon Comrade Grimm and I sneaked 
into the club's headquarters and opened Young's 
luggage. What we saw amazed and puzzled us. 
First of all, there was a scroll of paper twenty yards 
long — one page pasted to another — which had 
drawings depicting the history of the human race 
from a Marxist point of view. The first page read: 
A Pictorial Record of Man's Economic Progress. 

“This is terribly ambitious,” I said. 

* He's very studious,” Grimm said. . 

There were long dissertations written in long- 
hand; some werc political ang others dealt with the 
history of art.. Finally we found a letter with a 
Detroit return address and I promptly wrote asking 
news of our esteemed member. À few days later a 
letter came which said in part: — 


Dear Sm: 

In reply to your letter, we beg to inform you 
that Mr. Young, who was a patient in our insti- 
tution and who escaped from our custody a few 
months ago, has been apprehended and returned to 
this institution for mental treatment, 


I was thunderstruck. Was this true? Undoubt- 
edly it was. Then what kind of club did we run that 
a lunatic could step into it and help run it? Were 
we all so mad that we could not detect a madman 
when we saw one? 

I made a motion that all charges against Swann be 


dropped, which was done. I offered Swann an apol- : 


ogy, but as the leader of the Chicago John Reed 
Club I was a sobered and chastened Communist. 
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"Tus Communist Party fraction in the John Reed 
Club instructed me to ask my party cell — or 
“unit,” as it was called — to assign me to full duty 
in the work of the club. I was instructed to give 
*my unit a report of my activities, writing, organiz- 
ing, speaking. I agreed and wrote the report. . 


۸ unit, membership in which is obligatory for all” 


Communists, is the party’s basic form of organiza- 
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* General opposition to the party's policies," he 
said. ` 

* But I'm not opposing anything in the party." 

* You'll have to prove your revolutionary loy- 

lty." 

«€ How?" | ۱ 

“The party has a way of testing people." 

* Well, talk. What is this?” ML 

*How do you react to police?" - 

“I don't react to them,” I said. "I've never 
been bothered by them." 

“Do you know Evans?” he asked, referring to a 
local militant Negro Communist. 

* Yes. I've seen him; I've met him." 

“Did you notice that he was injured?" 

“Yes, His head was bandaged.” 

“THe got that wound from the police in a demon- 
stration,” he explained. “That’s proof of revolu- 
tionary loyalty." 

“ Do yeu mean that I must get whacked over the 
head by cops to prove that I’m sincere?” I asked. 

“I’m not suggesting anything,” he said. "I'm 
explaining." 

“Look. Suppose a cop whacks me over the head 
and I suffer a brain concussion. Suppose I'm nuts 
after that. Can I write then? What shall I have 
proved?" 

He shook his head. “The Soviet Union has had 
to shoot a lot of intellectuals," he said. 

“Good God!" I exclaimed. “Do you know 
what you're saying? You're not in Russia. You're 
standing on a sidewalk in Chicago. You talk like 
a man lost in a fantasy." 

* You've heard of Trotsky, haven't you?" he 
asked. 

“ Yes.” 

“Do you know what happened to him?” 

„He was banished from the Soviet Union," I 
said. 

“Do you know why?" 

* Well," I stammered, trying not to reveal my 
ignorance of politics, for I had not followed the de- 
tails of Trotsky's fight against the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, “it seems that after a 
decision had been made, he broke that decision by 
organizing against the party.” 

“It was for counter-revolutionary activity," he 
snapped impatiently; I learned afterwards that my 
answer had not been satisfactory, had not been 
couched in the acceptable phrases of bitter, anti- 
Trotsky denunciation. 

„ “I understand," I said. “But I've never read 
Trotsky. What's his stand on minorities?” — 
“Why ask me?" he asked. “I don't read 


` Trotsky” 7 ` 
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I learned, to my dismay, that the black Com- 
munists in my unit had commented upon my shined 
shoes, my clean shirt, and the tie I had worn. 
Above all, my manner of speech had seemed an alien 
thing to them. 

*He talks like a book," one of the Negro com- 
rades had said. And that was enough to condemn 
me forever as bourgeois. 


5 


L. MY party work I met a Negro Communist, Ross, 


cee 


who was under indictment for “inciting to riot.” 


Ross typified the effective street agitator. South- 


ern-born, he had migrated north and his life re- 
flected the crude hopes and. frustrations of the 
peasant in the city. Distrustful but aggressive, he 
was a bundle of the weaknesses and virtues of a 
man struggling blindly between two societies, of a 
man living on the margin of a culture. I felt that 
if I could get his story I could make known some of 
the difficulties inherent in the adjustment of a folk 
people to an urban environment; I should make his 
life more intelligible to others than it was to hin self. 

I approached Ross and explained my plan. He 
was agreeable. He invited me to his home, intro- 
duced me to his Jewish wife, his young son, his 
friends. I talked to Ross for hours, explaining what 
I was about, cautioning him not to relate anything 
that he did not want to divulge. 

„I'm after the thirgs that made you a Com- 
munist," I said. 

Word spread in the Communist Party that I was 
taking notes on the life of Ross, and strange things 
began to happen. À quiet black Communist came 
to my home one night and called me out to the street 
to speak to me in private. He made a prediction 
about my future that frightened me. 

“Intellectuals don’t fit well into the party, 
Wright," he said solemnly. 

„Put I'm not an intellectual,” I protested. “I 
sweep the streets for a living.” I had just bcen as- 
signed by the relief system to sweep the streets for 
thirteen dollars a week. 

«That doesn't make any difference," he said. 
“Weve kept records of the trouble we've had with 
intellectuals in the past. It's estimated that only 
13 per cent of them remain in the party." 

“Why do they leave, since you insist upon calling 
me an intellectual?” I asked. 

“Most of them drop out of their own accord.” 
Well, I'm not dropping out," I said. 

“Some are expelled;" he hinted gravely. 

* For what?" B 3 i 
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“I hope to weave them into stories," I said. 

“What’re you asking the party members?" 

* About their lives in general." 

“Who suggested this to you?" he asked. 

* Nobody. I thought of it myself." | 

* Were you ever a member of any other political 
group?" 

*I worked with the Republicans once," I said. 

“I mean, revolutionary organizations?” he asked. 

*No. Why do you ask?" 

“What kind of work do you do?” 

“I sweep the streets for a living." 

“How far did you go in school?” 

“Through the grammar grades.” 

“You talk like a man who went further than 
that," he said. 

*T've read books. I taught myself." 

“I don't know," he said, looking off. 

What do you mean?“ Iasked. What's wrong?” 

“To whom have you shown this material?" 

“Tve shown it to no one yet." 

What was the meaning of his questions? Naively 
I thought. that he himself would make a good model 
for a biographical sketch. 

Pd like to interview you next,” I said. 

“I’m not interested,” he snapped. 

His manner was so rough that I did not urge 
him. He called Ross into a rear room. I sat feeling 
that I was guilty of something. In a few minutes 
Ed Green returned, stared at me wordlessly, then 
marched out. 

* Who does he think he is?" I asked Ross. 

*He's a member of the Central Committee," 


— 


` Ross said. 


* But why does he act like that?” 

* Oh, he's always like that," Ross said uneasily. 

There was a long silence. 

*He's wondering what you're doing with this 
material," Ross said finally. 

I looked at him. He, too, had been captured by 
suspicion. He was trying to hide the fear in his face. 

“You don't have to tell me anything you don't 
want to,” I said. 

That seemed to soothe him for a moment. But 
the seed of doubt had already been planted. I felt 
dizzy. Was I mad? Or were these people mad? 

“You see, Dick," Ross’s wife said, Ross is under 
an indictment. Ed Green is the representative of the 
International Labor. Defense for the South Side. 
It's his duty to keep track of the people he's trying 
to defend. He wanted to know if Ross has given 
you anything that could be used against him in 
court." „ Ss O Maa 

I was speechless. 

“What does he think I am?” I demanded. 
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“Look,” I said. “If you found me reading Trot- 
sky, what would that mean to you?” 

“Comrade, you don’t understand,” he said in an 
annoyed tone. 

That ended the conversation. But that was not 
the last time I was to hear the phrase: “Comrade, 
you don’t understand.” I had not been aware of 
holding wrong ideas. I had not read any of Trotsky’s 
works; indeed, the very opposite had been true. 
It had been Stalin’s National and Colonial Question 
that had captured my interest. 

Of all the developments in the Soviet Union, the 
way scores of backward peoples had been led to 
unity on a national scale was what had enthralled 
me. I had read with awe how the Communists had 
sent phonetic experts into the vast regions of Russia 
to listen to the stammering dialects of peoples op- 
pressed for centuries by the tsars. I had made the 
first total emotional commitment of my life when 
I read how the phonetic experts had given these 
tongueless people a language, newspapers, institu- 
tions. I had read how these forgotten folk had been 
encouraged to keep their old cultures, to see in their 
ancient customs meanings and satisfactions as deep 
as those contained in supposedly superior ways of 
living. And I had exclaimed to myself how different 
this was from the way in which Negroes were sneered 
at in America. . 

Then what was the meaning of the warning I had 
received from the black Communist? Why was I a 
suspected man because I wanted to reveal the vast 
physical and spiritual ravages of Negro life, the 
profundity latent in these rejected people, the 
dramas as old as man and the sun and the moun- 
tains and the seas that were taking place in the 


poverty of black America? What was the danger in 


showing the kinship between the sufferings of the 
Negro and the sufferings of other people? 


6 

i SAT one morning in Ross’s home with his wife and 
child. I was scribbling furiously upon my yellow 
sheets of paper. The doorbell rang and Ross’s wife 
admitted a black Communist, one Ed Green. He 
was tall, taciturn, soldierly, square-shouldered. I 
was introduced to him and he nodded stiffly. 

“What’s happening here?” he asked bluntly. 

Ross explained my project to him, and as Ross 
talked I could see Ed Green's face darken. He had 
not sat down and when Ross's wife offered him a 
chair he did not hear her. kk E: 


„What're you going to do with these notes?" he 


asked me. 
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“Ts this a decision of the Communist Party?” 

“Yes,” they said. ` 

“Tf I were guilty of something, I'd feel bound to 
keep your decision," I said. *But I've done noth- 
ing." ۳ 3 

“Comrade, you don't understand,” they said. 
* Members of the party do not violate the party's 
decisions." 

“ But your decision does not apply to me," I said. 
“TIl be damned if I'll act as if it does.” 

“Your attitude does not merit our trust," they 
said. 

I was angry. 

„Look,“ I exploded, rising and sweeping my arms 
at the bleak attic in which I lived. “What is it 
here that frightens you? You know where I work. 
You know what I earn. You know my friends. 
Now, what in God's name is wrong?" 

They left with mirthless smiles which implied that 
I would soon know what was wrong. 

. But there was relief from these shadowy political 
bouts. I found my work in the South Side Boys' 
Club deeply engrossing. Each day black boys be- 
tween the ages of eight and twenty-five came to 
swim, draw, and read. They were a wild and home- 
less lot, culturally lost, spiritually disinherited, 
candidates for the clinics, morgues, prisons, re- 
formatories, and the electric chair of the state's 
death house. For hours I listened to their talk of 
planes, women, guns, politics, and crime. Their fig- 
ures of speech were as forceful and colorful as any 
ever used by English-speaking people. I kept pencil 
and paper in my pocket to jot down their word- 
rhythms and reactions. These boys did not fear 
people to the extent that every man looked like a 
spy. The Communists who doubted my motives 
did not know these boys, their twisted dreams, their 
all too clear destinies; and I doubted if I should 
ever be able to convey to them the tragedy I saw 
here. 


7 


Ba duties broke into my efforts at expression. 
'The club decided upon a conference of all the left- 
wing writers in the Middle West. I supported the 
idea and argued that the conference should deal 
with craft problems. My arguments were rejected. 
The conference, the club decided, would deal with 
political questions. I asked for a definition of what 
was expected from the writers — books or political 


"activity. Both, was the answer. Write 8 few hours 
‘a day and mafch on the picket line the other hours. 


The conference convened with a leading Commu- 
nist attending as adviser. The question debated 


e " 


There was no answer. | 

* You lost people!" I cried, and banged my fist 
on the table. 

Ross was shaken and ashamed. “Aw, Ed Green's 
just supercautious," he mumbled. 

“Ross,” I asked, “do you trust me?” 

“Oh, yes," he said uneasily. ` 

We two black men sat in the same room looking 
at each other in fear. Both of us were hungry. Both 
of us depended upon public charity to eat and fora 
place to sleep. Yet we had more doubt in our hearts 
of each other than of the men who had cast the mold 
of our lives. 


I continued to take notes on Ross's life, but each 
successive morning found him more reticent. I 
pitied him and did not argue with him, for I knew 
that persuasion would not nullify his fears. Instead 
I sat and listened to him and his friends tell tales of 
Southern Negro experience, noting them down in 
my mind, not daring to ask questions for fear they 
would become alarmed. i 

In spite of their fears, I became drenched in the 
details of their lives. I gave up the idea of the bio- 
graphical sketches and settled finally upon writing 
a series of short stories, using the material I had got 
from Ross and his friends, building upon it, invent- 
ing. I wove a tale of a group of black boys trespass- 
ing upon the property of a white man and the lynch- 
ing that followed. The story was published in an 
anthology under the title of “Big Boy Leaves 
Home,” but its appearance came too late to influ- 
ence the Communists who were questioning the use 
to which I was putting their lives. 

My fitful work assignments from the relief officials 
ceased and I looked for work that did not exist. I 
borrowed money to ride to and fro on the club's 
business. 1 found a cramped attic for my mother 
and aunt and brother behind some railroad tracks. 
At last the relief authorities placed me in the South 
Side Boys' Club and my wages were just enough 
to provide a bare living for my family. 

Then political problems rose to plague me. Ross, 
whose life I had tried to write, was charged by the 
Communist Party with “anti-leadership tenden- 
cies,” “class collaborationist attitudes," and “ideo- 
logical factionalism” — phrases so fanciful that I 
gaped when I heard them. And it was rumored that 
I, too, would face similar charges. It was believed 
that I had been politically influenced by him. 


One night a group of black comrades came to my 


house and ordered me to stay away from Ross. 
*But why?" I demanded. 
*He's an unhealthy element," they said. “Can't 
you accept a decision?” 
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had implored to join the clubs and who were ineligi- 
ble for the new group, and there was no answer. 
“This thing is cold!” I exclaimed to myself. To ef- 
fect a swift change in policy, the Communist Party 
was dumping one organization, then organizing a 
new scheme with entirely new people! , 

I found myself arguing alone against the majority 
opinion and then I made still another amazing dis- 


covery. I saw that even those who agreed with me 


would not support me. At ¿hat meeting I learned 
that when à man was info ed of the wish of the 
party he submitted, even though he knew with all 
the strength of his brain that the wish was not a wise 
one, was one that would ultimately harm the party’s 
interests. 

It was not courage that made me oppose the 
party. I simply did not know any better. It was 
inconceivable to me, though bred in the lap of 
Southern hate, that a man could not have his say. 
I had spent a third of my life traveling from the 
place of my birth to the North just to talk freely, 
to escape the pressure of fear. And now I was facing 
fear again. 

Before the congress adjourned, it was decided that 
another congress of American writers would becalled 
in New York the following summer, 1935. I was 
lukewarm to the proposal and tried to make up my 
mind to stand alone, write alone. I was already 
afraid that the stories I had written would not fit 
into the new, official mood. Must I discard my plot- 
ideas and seek new ones? No. I could not. My 
writing was my way of seeing, my way of living, my 


way of feeling; and who could change his sight, his 


sense of direction, his senses? 
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The spring of 1935 came and the plans for the 
writers’ congress went on apace. For some obscure 
reason — it might have been to “save” me — I was 
urged by the local Communists to attend and I was 
named as a delegate. I got time off from my job 
at the South Side Boys' Club and, along with sev- 
eral other delegates, hitchhiked to New York. 

We arrived in the early evening and registered 
for the congress sessions. The opening mass meeting 
was being held at Carnegie Hall. I asked about 
housing accommodations, and the New York John 
Reed Club members, afl white members of the 
Communist Party, looked embarrassed. I waited 
while one white Communist called another white 
Communist to one side and discussed. what could 
be done to get me, a black Chicago Communist, 
housed. During the trip I had not thought of my- 
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was: What does the Communist Party expect from 
the club? The answer of the Communist leader ran 


from organizing to writing novels. I argued that 


either a man organized or he wrote novels. The 
party leader said that both must be done. The atti- 
tude of the party leader prevailed and Left Front, 
for which L had worked so long, was voted out of 
existence. 

I knew now that the club was nearing its end, and 
I rose and stated my gloomy conclusions, recom- 
mending that the club dissolve. My “defeatism,” 
as it was called, brought upon my head the sharpest 
disapproval of the party leader. The conference 
ended with the passing of a multitude of resolutions 
dealing with China, India, Germany, Japan, and 
conditions afflicting various parts of the earth. But 
not one idea regarding writing had emerged. 

The ideas I had expounded at the conference were 
linked with the suspicions I had roused among the 
Negro Communists on the South Side, and the 
Communist Party was now certain that it had a 
dangerous enemy in its midst. It was whispered 
that I was trying to lead a secret group in opposition 
to the party: I had learned that denial of accusa- 
tions was useless. It was now painful to meet a 
Communist, for I did not know what his attitude 
would be. 

Following the conference, a national John Reed 
Club congress was called. It convened in the sum- 
mer of 1934 with left-wing writers attending from 
all states. But as the sessions got under way there 
was a sense of looseness, bewilderment, and dissatis- 
faction among the writers, most of whom were 
young, eager, and on the verge of doing their best 
work. No one knew what was expected of him, and 
out of the congress came no unifying idea. 

As the concress drew to a close, J attended a 
caucus to plan the future of the clubs. Ten of us 
met in a Loop hotel room, and to my amazement 
the leaders of the clubs’ national board confirmed 
my criticisms of the manner in which the clubs had 
been conducted. I was excited. Now, I thought, 
the clubs will be given a new lease on life. 

Then I was stunned when I heard a nationally 
known Communist announce a decision to dissolve 
the clubs. Why? I asked. Because the clubs do not 
serve the new People’s Front policy, I was told. 
That can be remedied; the clubs can be made 
healthy and broad, I said. No; a bigger and better 
organization must be launched, one in which the 
leading writers of the nation could be included, they 
said. I was informed that the People’s Front policy 
was now the correct vision of life and that the clubs 
could no longer exist. I asked what was to become 
of the young writers whom the Communist Party 
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but, God, I’m in no mood to argue with a hotel 
clerk about my color." 

*Oh, hell, wait a minute," he said. 

He scooted off. He returned in a few moments 
with a big, heavy white woman. He introduced us. 
* You can sleep in my place tonight," she said. 

I walked with her to her apartment and she intro- 
duced me to her husband. I thanked them for their 
hospitality and went to sleep on a cot in the kitchen. 
I got up at six, dressed, tapped on their door, and 
bade them good-bye. I went to the sidewalk, sat on 
& bench, took out pencil and paper, and tried to jot 
down notes for the argument I wanted to make in 
defense of the John Reed Clubs. But the problem of 
the clubs did not seem important. What did seem 
important was: Could a Negro ever live halfway like 
a human being in this goddamn country? 

That day I sat through the congress sessions, but 
what I heard did not touch me. That night I found 
my way to Harlem and walked pavements filled with 
black life. I was amazed, when I asked passers-by, 
to learn that there were practically no hotels for 
Negroes in Harlem. I kept walking. Finally I saw 
a tall, clean hotel; black people weré passing the 
doors and no white people were in sight. Confi- 
dently I entered and was surprised to see a white 
clerk behind the desk. I hesitated. 

„I'd like a room," I said. 

Not here,” he said. 

* But isn't this Harlem?" I asked. 

* Yes, but this hotel is for white only," he said. 

** Where is a hotel for colored?” 

“Vou might try “ee Y," he said. 

Half an hour later I found the Negro Young 
Men's Christian Association, that bulwark of Jim 
Crowism for young black men, got a room, took a 
bath, and slept for twelve hours. When I awakened, 
I did not want to go to the congress. I lay in bed 
thinking, “I’ve got to go it alone... I've got to 
learn how again...” 

I dressed and attended the meeting that was to 
make the final decision to, dissolve the clubs. It 
started briskly. A New York Communist writer 
summed up the history of the clubs and made a mo- 
tion for their dissolution. Debate started and I rose 
and explained what the clubs had meant to young 
writers and begged for their continuance. I sat 
down amid silence. Debate was closed. The vote 
was called. The room filled with uplifted hands to 
dissolve. Then came a call for those who disagreed 
and my hand went up alone. I knew that my stand 


. would be interpreted as one of opposition to the 
Communist. Party, but I thought: “The hell with 


it.” 
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self as a Negro; I had been mulling over the prob- 
lems of the young left-wing writers I knew. Now, 
as I stood watching one white comrade talk franti- 
cally to another about the color of my skin, I felt 
disgusted. The white comrade returned. 

“Just a moment, comrade,” he said to me. “PH 
get a place for you.” 

“But haven’t you places already?” I asked. 
* Matters of this sort are ironed out in advance.” 

“Yes,” he admitted in an intimate tone. “We 
have some addresses here, but we don’t know the 
people. You understand?” 

“Yes, I understand,” I said, gritting my teeth. 

“But just wait a second,” he said, touching my 


arm to reassure me. I'Il find something.“ 


„Listen, don't bother," I said, trying to keep 
anger out of my voice. | 

“Oh, no,” he said, shaking his head determinedly. 
“This is a problem and I'll solve it.” 

“It oughtn't to be a problem,” I could not help 
saying. | 

“Oh, I didn't mean that," he caught himself. 

I cursed under my breath. Several people stand- 
ing near-by observed the white Communist trying 
to find a black Communist a place to sleep. I burned 
with shame. À few minutes later the white Com- 
munist returned, frantic-eyed, sweating. 

* Did you find anything?" I asked. f 

“No, not yet,” he said, panting. “Just a mo- 
ment. I’m going to call somebody I know. Say, 
give me a nickel for the phone.“ 

“Forget it,” I said. My legs felt like water. ru 
find a place. Rut I'd ike to pgt my suitcase seme- 
where until after the meeting tonight." 


“Do you really think you can find a place?” he | 


asked, trying to keep a note of desperate hope out 
of his voice. 

“Of course I can," I said. ` 

He was still uncertain. He wanted to help me, but 
he did not know how. He locked my bag in a closet 
and I stepped to the sidewalk wondering where 
I would sleep that night. I stood on the sidewalks 
of New York with a black skin and practically no 
money, absorbed, not with the burning questions 
of the left-wing literary movement in the United 
States, but with the problem of how to get a bath. 
I presented my credentials at Carnegie Hall. The 
building was jammed with people. As I listened to 
the militant speeches, I found myself wondering 
why in hell I had come. 

I went to the sidewalk and stood studying the 


„Didn't you find a place yet?” he asked. 
“No,” I said. I'd like to try one of the hotels, 
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® Ri hand Wright Dies in 1 Parisy 
— American Negro Author, 52 


urs American Negro author Richard day night. A longtime Paris resi- 
Eo Wright, 52, has died of a heart|dert, he is best known for his 
: . attack in Paris Death came to novels, such &s “Black Boy" and 
ET. the Mississippi-born writer Mon-] The Outsider,” dealing with the 
H M 5 ccn Ar — I g problem of the Negro in Ameri- 
ES s cen society, 
í * He had suffered recently from 
E intestinal trouble and was hospital- 
4 ۲ ized Baturday [for treatment. 
5 ۲ His latest work, published by 
PIT Julliard just a few wecks ago, 
dealt with te theme he spent a 
= ; lifetime exploring. Titled Fish- _ 
۳ belly" «he book traces the impact 
pe == of Arrerican racial attitudes upon 
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ama. J Mr. Wright was born near Nat 
e chez, Miss., on Sept. 4 1908. He 
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Du m school near his home but quit New Y H 
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ND Tenn, at the age of 15. Tribune 
CURA From Memphis European Edition 
E Prom Memphis, he drifted to Paris, France 
ET e where he worked at odd 11/30/60 
RN zn J0 
Tai. E His first writing was done during 
AIT T 7 the depression under the auspices 
عه‎ of the Federal Writers Project, š 
ae first in Chicago in 1935 and then 
— in New York in 1937. 
f He began contributing articles 


— and stories to small literary ma- 
‘ gazines. He first attracted uation 
— attention with “Uncle Tonf: 
ildren” in 1938. 
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: Reviewed by Carl F. Stover f 7 D: 
S i — Political Scientist With the Brookings Institution 2 
WHY as lSXEXI By outsider, livinz in two worlds, 
E. 455 t. Double- and able to believe in neither. 
7 ! eee A ۲ ; d No solutions or plans of 
| " > WHO necd to read action are presented. Wright 
و‎ t - this book will probably not l " ja 
۷ > do so, because it is written contends that "we all, deep 
m bi by a Negro. Those who do in our hearts, know exactly 
Dy C read it may not like it, es- what to do, though most of 
uM Ë x pecially if they are inclined us would rather die than do 
A - to feel that everything said it.” Who can say that he is 
Ë ۷ about social problems must wrong? 
bU ^ be constructive. For this is To those familiar with 
A a t نزو‎ c E Wright's work, this book will 
Po. ok, “explosive an a- have a familiar, personal ant? Ú) = 
e 3 tantly unacademic." ring. Perhaps more than the Wu t ات‎ 
E ` / Richard Wright comments plight of the world's colored $^ 29> 
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+ AL cations in the world, dealing plight as a talented and sen-  , Z JO 087 
Eis çS principally with the psycho- sitive American Negro. Read- 1 E o s 
* رد‎ logical impact of white men's ing it, one is mindful of his Or * . ues 
ی‎ intrusions on colored pco- closing words in an earlier 125 اال‎ 14 1958 
& ples. Whether they came as essay: Ë 
E missionaries, businessinen or "p would hurl words into 
ç conquerors, Wright argues, this darkness and wait for an m qmm ww تج‎ ih S 
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Wash. Post and 
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echo: and if an echo sounded, 
no matter how faintly, I 
would send other Words to 
tell, to march, to fight, to 
create a sense of the hunger 
for life that grows in us all 
to keep alive in our hearts a 


they have helped to under- 
mine the cultures of Africa 
and Asia. I 
Thus, the colored man has 
been alienated from his 
own, while he is also pre- 
vented from becoming a part 
of she Bite culture around 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


SUBJECT: RICHARD WRIGHT HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
1 | DATE Ada BY Sr 1AG 


| dr. 2/4/58, the Passport Office, cept. of State, made available the subject's 
passport file. It indicated the subject was born 9/1/08 at Natchez, Miss, 


The file had Thermofax copies of FBI reports by the WFO and New York 
offices, l 


The subject, on2/13/58, executed an affidavit in which he admitted 
CP membership from 1932 to 19l2. He is in Paris, France' at the present time, 


It is suggested that the subject's case be opened and assigned in 
order that all pertinent information may be obtained. The file is now avail- 
able, | 


Special Agent in Charge 
Kew York, New York 


Ph ` RE: RICHARD WRIGHT 
IRTERKAT SECURITY = SEDITION 
— 
75 bear Sir: 
d The Bureau desires that it be advised as to 
£ the exact status of this case at the present time, 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


ALL INFORMATI 0 CONT NNED 
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WRIGHT, Richard 


New York City (Evaluation TRUE 


Subject's nane appears on a list of 
sponsors of the Citizens' Non-Par tisan 
Comittee to leet Ben Jen In J. DAVIS, Jr., 
Communist Party em didate for the New York 
City Council from Manhattan. 
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#eheral @ureat of 2 
E States Department nf Justice 


234 U, S. Ceurt House mE i 
Foley Saure nr e e I 
New York, 7, New York E on 


June 3, 1944 
۱ Yi- وحم‎ NT. 9 7 A M NED 
eile 1 ir^ 
aui Sine) 


beter ab BT 


6 


Dear Sir: 
$ 

Ir connection with an investigation being con- 

ducted by this Bur 


Please refer to our file No. 100-41674 , 


when forwarding to this office: 


pé 


| er is greatly 
appreciated, 


Very truly yours, 


E. E. CONROY 2; 
Special. Agent in Charge - ^ 


— : Ü b - 


fo? Wed - 


EPA 2, ۲ 


PITTSBURGH COURIER 


AVGUST 5, مت ار‎ 2l 


/ kt took Richard Wright $e 
“Native Son” fame, from 1933 
to 1944 to discover that Com- 
munists are “narrow-minded, 
bigoted, intolerant and fright- 
ened at new ideas which don’t 
fit into their own.” He 
also discovered at this Ta 
date a “iamentabie regres- 
sion” in the Reds position on 
the American Negro. 

story is told in the Augu: 

"Atlantic Mo:.thly. Thei: mil- 
itancy on the Negro has vali 

, ished, he charges. Ü 


4 x @ & 


est, alert minds from the 
ning. As agents of a foreign gov- 
ernment, secretly commi the 


ALL THIS WAS obvious to hon- 
bes 


They dumped the Scottsboro 
et when it was no longer profit- 
able, abandoiied the Black A 


White” film to speed U. S. recog- 
nition and have now soft-pedaled 
agitation for equal rights cause 
it might interfere with the war; 


effort. They have double-crossed ; * 
every body. : I 
` ; at #& f ] * 


— 7 


— 2 


[ 
i 
1 
> 
! 


WAHT, L. & gees 


6 - WG , 


----Mr. Doyle í d 
Ar. B. C: Brows ^| 
| ----Mr. Charters. -F 


Mr. Gr-deg e 


Arx. Grenville 
Ar. Kerkland 


M r. aM e 


DATE 22/22418 P9 
MET 


f Ts 


VU umunist ealled another white " à 
* Communist to ene said and dis. ` > 
cussed what should be done te 
j £5 mA سل‎ Pie Cam | 
munist, heused. 


Jed had ne mer. ; 
"Tm going te call someonÓ I 


he mid, 
| "gay, hew abont a nicket for ic! 


Communist took pity on him and 
.took him to ther home where she 
introduced him te her husband. 


`= — — — Á 
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“NT OF JUSTICE 


| AUG 2 1944 


CLIPPING FROMjT Wew y — 
N. Y. JOURNAL} RAR 


JBL 2 ۸4 
DATED 
FORWARDED 3Y ¥. Y. DIVISION . - 


SIELE Service 


| ALL INFORMATION red 
£ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED | 


until], he said a white wom&ani 


munist Party staunchly bape 
— 


“Bigoted! Intolerant! Nar- | 


row-minded!," were a few of tha Û 
Comumunists by ihe author ef [| 


i BEDS LIVE A LIE, 

Wright's abrupt about-face from |i 
the left to the right was revesie 
‘In an article written for thell 
August "Atlantic Monthly” under i 
the itle of “I Tried to Be a Com- 
m t^ 

ElBborating on the article | 


"Wright „ why be 7 
za walk" en the 
back tn 1940 after dd us Sd 
the Reds live a lie to their ideals | 
At the same time Wright ad- | 
vised all members of his race to 
take a walk with him. He de- 
scribed the Commynist Party posi- 
tion on the American Negro as &, 
"Jamentable regression" and ,de-| 
clared that the militancy o 
Negro question has passed to 
the hands of right-wing Negrfes." 


“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. 


"I do not regard the Com- 
munists today as effective in- 
i struments for social change,” 
Wright said. The Communists 
' have a terrible lot to learn about 
, people. 
i “Communists peculiarly are 
` too much the victims of the very ! 
satir“ they are trying to hangi 
This too often finds expression h 
in intolerance and narrowness. |! 
And I mean general intolerance : 
in an imperious way ef working. 

“What it amounts to is that 
hey are narrow-minded, bigot- 

, intolerant and frightened ef 

. new ideas whieh den’t fit ito 
their own, whether. these ideas 
are right or wrong.” 

"They tried to tell me how I | 
should react as a Commenist,” , 
he said. “But our attitages were 1 
irreconcilable,” 

` Wright got an idea of wha 
Communists think of “ 


eT 


M 


! 
š cheicest labels Ad te aH | 
„Native Son" and ether books. 


It has come to the attention of this office that an article 
written by the above-named subject appears in the August issue of _.- 
the Atlantic Monthly magazins» Yt is said that this article relates 
WRIGHT's joining the Communist Party and his subsequent resignation 
from it. In this connection, it has also been noted that in the 
column "The World Today," by GEORGE S. SCHUYLER, appearing in the ` 
August 5, 1944, edition of the Pittsburgh Courier, there are two . 
paragraphs with regard to WRIGHT's article in the Atlantic Monthly. 


This information is being furnished to yeu for whatever value 
it may have and a clipping from the Pittsburgh Courier, as mentioned 
above, is being enclosed for your further information. 


S, R. 67 adi 


As Intolerant 
۲ Wright, Discussing His Own 


Break With Communists, 
‘Ss ysPartyFeareNewldees 


The Communist position on the 4 
American Negro bas undergone ۶ 
“distinct and lamentable jegue- 
recent years, Richar 
Negro autnor ۶ 1 
ember, said here yesterday 

Communists as "nar- | 
Irow-fminded. bigoted, intolerant' 
and frightened of new idees which |, 
don't fit into their own." i 

Mr. Wright's remarks ere| 
Prompted by questions growing; 
out of an article which he si 
tten for "The Atlantic M 1 
١ 
i 


Tried to Be & Communist.” 3 
this article, the author af 
tive Bon” and other books dis- 
cusses his earliest experiences ms! 
t. Communist parry member in 
1 Chicago, touching on ‘the’ prob- 
tems he faced in trying to fresent 
۲ his own ideas to the party. : 
: The August "Atlantic Monthly" 
t describes the article ms the t of 
{two installments and Mr. Wright; 
said yesterday that he would not 
iscuss the specific details of bis 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINE‏ اب den win e‏ مس تمه 

Ne ra A nei HEREIN IS | UNCLASSIFIED. 
Mr. ۳ 

ants Wei asic tast nis Com- |: DATE 12-72-2-/ K& BY. 
e period, roughly, from the latter ` 

part of 1832 oc early 1833 to 1940. k 


is early association with the 2 
[ras broken in Chicago, he said. 


1 ` for August under the ti of 
x FT 


was broken in 1937, when he wes š » 
"ejected" from the party. l ` G ida 
On the outs with the party ۰ EE E 
t May until August, 1937, ۰ . f j 
ight said that he was #-| „ oco Samy 


U^ r` 


al 


inftated in New York in 1937 aba: 
“maintained a relationship” w du x 
e party until 1940 when, he said 
he left the party. { 8 
Discussing what he described as 
the "Jamentable regression" in the e 
Communist party position on the 
‘American Negro, Mr. Wright said! 
,that he does not know = reason 
f for this. | ^ 
t “PubMcly.” he said, "Commu- 
r ‘nists will deny that there is any" ae 
D (substantial change in their mili-| CLIPPING FROM TZ 
tancy put privately they offer any UY Terz mar 
handy exeuse. The militancy onl, f. I 21 
the Negro question has passed into, 
oou. 2 (the hands of right-wing Negroes. | Da JUL 2 
o 0 — [That was mot true eight years ago.| = 
Most of the battles then were led FO 


Communists.” ۱ 
— answer to the question H to ` 
1 t caused the Chicago -|i 
m" | tw him and the i 


Mr. Wright said: 
‘It was an accumulation of 

@any things—not so much s leav- š : 
cing ms an ejection over a differ- ; LONE: DN 3 

ence’ of opinion. I had my wav te " Aen fr IE rob ARN MODEM 

of expressing my conception of — ن‎ t a id AS acf Pie. e, s a VA onec میک‎ ۵ > 

Negro experience in my writing.| 

I thought it would be of value to! 

them. They had their ideas of 

how I Mould rexct as a Commu-|: 

Dist. There was an irreconcilable 

S&P between our attitudes." 

` "qar. Wright zaid that “I do not 

Wurd the Communist today که‎ 

effective instruments for social 

change and observed that “the 
. Gemmunists have a terrible lot to! re AU 
۱ `: earn oll. people i Z + اش‎ ee 
7 *Communists,” he added, "pecul-, 


"Cvm 


yor 
0 


NE PET ariy are too much the victims of! pr aM : "s ` be 


the very society they are trying 
te change. This too often finds 
expression in intolerance and nar- 
Towness. I mean, general intolei- 
ance, in an imperious way of 
working. 

“What 4 amounts io is thai 
they are narrow-minded. bigotec 
tolerant and frighiened of nen 

which don’t fit into thei £s si 775 
ewn. whether these Ideas are righi Q4 
or wrong." 
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TO : SAC, New York 


Ap ro : John Edgar Hoover - Dir r, Fede uo 
SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT » 4 
SECURITY MATTER = C 


ou sag raba TP WE LN 
ference is made to your letter of April 17, 1915, in the abo rm Ca 
ttere i ppp M — T 
| p a 
| view of the militant attitude of the subject toward the Negro v = 
| problem, set forth in your letter of February 26, 1945, it is believed that . — 
Fou sho submit a recommendation for the preparation of a Security Index RE — 
bare rd inthis case. بسا‎ e 
l = a 3 
E You may consider this letter as the Bureau's approval of such a E lu S ۳ 
recommendation and you should place a Security Index Card in e files at نا‎ = = 
this time s ای‎ dt — 
en I ix „ qd a. " to, Seachad s 5 «S e = 
À 2 aL Bor - Con mu Leid ß is ۵ = 
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Federal Bureau nf Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
New York 7, New York 


June 18, 1946 


MEMO 


RE: RICHARD NATHANIEL "RIGHT; 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the subject's address was 
apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place, New York City. 


In view of this fact it is suggested that a Security Index 
Card be appropriately changed and the Bureau advised. 
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TÓ : SAC, New York | DATE: رو زگ‎ 1948 uu 

FROM : Director, FBI ۱ SA a Ee 

SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT; ** OE 
SECURITY MATTER - C (due p ua 
Your File 100-41674 " CUM dd 
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In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card 


relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are 


authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file. 


|] 
100-157464 | pm 
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February 11, 1960 


FBI 


Director, 


j 
Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides 
at ll rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris 0. 
The following information was set forth in the above- 
| ATE 


peferenced U. S. Army report 


"In December 1951 
8 meen the French Communist Party and 
‘been es. in نم ی‎ dd Eng communist doctrine through t 


nee 


WA GHT, R.42 


quaintances f r 


Ma 


February 11, 1960 


X و‎ 


Director, FBI 


r.c - 
DONT 


$., 


ar ui. 
. HN N xp " ۳ = 2 ۳ 1 
fm. Mrs. Richapé-WRIGHT is the Pn communist member o£ £5. 
the family and has made 8 point 1 personnel: 
who hold. views other than communist.' Two 


Source who had attended some meetings stated that as far as 


FAFG was devoting all of 
t 


an Negro male 8 


that in about 


2 e ? 
ی‎ ia ak attending the University of Paris stat 


they had been able to discover, the 


4ts time to very uncontrolled díscussion-of 

were ‘wrong with the US. Source stated that WRIGHT had 
ate Department in my pocket--they 
es, the fools. Y 


boasted that he had 'the 
, S call me in for confere 
` iv nm. i 


Ke 


"In January 5 


G 

\ June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a 
tprotest' group aimed at 'forcing the employment of more of 
the Americans of African ancestry! in US government jobs in 
Paris. Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be 
certain of facts before 'going off half-cocked.' WRIGHT 
then accused Source of having an ‘Uncle Tom attitude.“ Later 


with the French policy 


the organization tried to interfere 


1scussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French colonie 


were not em-loyed in other than men 


of employment and held protest meetings at which the members 
| d 


161 capacities in iens | 


urnished to the Bureau 
s of information and 


The above data is being f 
and the New York Office for purpose 
possible interest. 


No further action is being taken in this matter 
but in the event pertinent information is received in the 
future on captioned subject, it will be furnished to the 


sport 
bip 3 
. 


Bureau and NYO. 
RUC. 
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WRIGHT, R. hu 


Tolson 

. Mohr 
Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahan __ 
"DeLoach _ 
Malone 
McGuire ___ 
Rosen 
Tamm 
rotter 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram 
Gandy 


ord Jl- 

The Washington Post and. — 

Times Herald ۲ 
The Washington | ee Nyw 
The Evening Star 
New York Herald Tribune 
New York Journal-American = 
New York Mirror 
New York Daily News 


New York Post — —ẽ 
The New York Times 


The. Worker ب‎ 


The New Leader 


E : ha 
š aom . The Wall "n Jo — 


Date UE 
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uthor of Native Son’ ۳ 


PARIS, Nov. 30 (AP) Frin work in Memphis, Tenn., at the 
ard Wright, the Negro author, 'age of 15. 


He did his first writing dur- 
iing the depression under the 
auspices of the Federal Writ- 
ers Project, first in Chicago in 
1935 and then in New York in 
1937. 

Mr. Wright began contribut- 
ing articles and stories to small 
literary magazines and to the 
Daily Worker and New Masses, 
both Communist publications. 
He first attracted national at- 
tention with “Upcie Tom's 
Children” in 193P. 

“Native Son,” published in 
1940, established him as one of 
the foremost American con- 
‘temporary authors. 

Mr. Wright was identified by 
‘a Government  invditigation 
witness in 1952 as former 
Communist who ات‎ a the 
party. ۱ 


as "Black Boy" and “The out- 


pact of American racial al- 


Wied of a heart attack Monday. 
night. I 

The Mississippi-born writer, 
a longtime Paris resident, is 
best known for his novels such 


sider” dealing with the prob 


lems of the Negro in Amer:can 
society. 

Mr. Wright, 52, who had suf-’ 
fered recently from intestinal 
trouble, was hospitalized Satur- 
day for treatment. 

Mr. Wright's latest و‎ 
dealt with & theme he spent & 
lifetime exploring. Titled "Fish- 
belly," the book traces the im- 


titudes upon the Negro. 

ir. Wright was born near 

Ns&chez, Miss, on September 
T He attended a Seventh! 

Adventist ge AR gy pT nis 


ome but quit an PP. 
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* to ask my party cell unit,“ as it was called — to 
$ of the club. I was instructed to gi 


J speaking. I agreed and wrote ment of sports we've yet had. Ha- 1968 on a plantation 25 mil 

5 duis "es l ha.“ 3 from Natchez, Miss; of poo 
＋ I went to my first unit ٩. | Negro parents, Deserted by hi 
which was held in the short father, his mother, & washer 


Belt ef the South Side—and W. 
`. troduced myself to the Negro 


. cef forces. We're facing a Tave h, left home and worked fo 


2 M Mi DE ; "ME cereis" I bad. red at Book of Prefaces and decide: 


‘s a crisis", اي‎ r Children” (short stories), "or 

funny e e Sepe We eae dam‏ 4 ی 
we've a job to do. We're alert- Boy‏ 

ba ing our work ‘Fascism’s. the 5 ۳1 

danger, ‘the danger to. all was readily granted. ‘When Tr 

C MEE (LN 

“We've got to defeat the Fas I've worked daily with m 


gu 
and know your ties, We ficult tion in th 1 
want you tọ work with us. We've Ca this difficulty is & lo: 


to the church people, "e But I tell you ho th 
students, dub people, profession- 1 think Tve found a ] 


ddle class." ۶ proposi 
2 Gent know 11 I fit into here tonight that my memb 


something y? EF. 
During the following days, I 
— dearned through discreet ques- 
. -7 “tioning that I seemed a-fantastic 
element to the black -Commu- 
`“ nists. I was shocked to hear that 
I. who had been only to grammar 
school, had Pa classified as an 


I learned, to my dismay, that 


) ex Ging D e. : 
: "He talks like a book, 


" one of that bo 


“the Party 
"gre to accept this task.” said, 

q مسفن‎ Sot enel 38 th him, angry eres ze says that you are in ea; 
'a peel Sven vi 4 هد‎ E andre . B aai broken 1. eit pronn ana i 
or fear o g su f wholly. nm made -an Sar ot 
was: What 8 Com M: Jure sionally, a N e an” T N THE ‘EXT Party ae پا‎ Te felle" yox 

Party expect from ounist Communist-defying the co yoa e- I ATTENDED THE KEET kaving the Party”. 
^, answer of the dub? The chat enjoined him te shun sus ` I. FE unit meeting and ask ad Perhaps, since I was lesing 
3 Communist leader pect elements —came to my home ; on the agenda, wh) Party, I thought, óut ef my 
Q9 uu ما هر‎ rt eats — — wn — کک‎ et ا‎ = beings IL couM fiin: 
۲ o this darkness. I wx 
z š not because I-wanted ta. 
4 be because I felt that 1 had to 

4 ua — weretolive-stall: = - 

ail 7 DOM I would hurl words into‏ نی 
E kness and wait far an €‏ 
E; an echo Sounde® no 1‏ 
m 23 w faintly, 1 waald :‏ 
words to tell, to marci‏ 
Md * to create a pense e£‏ 3 
M Vs | er for life that gnaws: 1‏ سح 
Z l „ A “gil, to keep alive H our bem‏ 
of ‘the inexpressiBiy hw‏ : 
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jnists wi?! deny that there is ans! 
substani.«; change in their mill- 
tancy but privately they offer ] SE 
handy excuze. The n»litancy onl | " ie 
the Negro question has passed into 
the hands of righi-wing Negrocs.. 
That was not true eight years &gO.| | 
ost of the battles then were led 
hy Communists." ) 

In answer to the question as 
what caused the Chicago rift be-! 
tween him and the Communists. 
Mr. Wright said: 


things—not so much a 1 
as an ejection over a diff 

ee of opinion. I had my y? 
off expressing my. conception "n 
[Negro experience in my writing.’ 
I thought it would be of value to, 
them. They had their ideas ۶ 
how I should react as a Commu- 
nist. There was an irr€concilable|| E ess 
gap detween our attitudes.“ 
i Mr. Wright said that "I do not 

the Communists today ss 
leffective instruments for social 
change” and observed that “the 
Communists have a terrible lot to 
Jearn about people.” Ax. 
_ “Communists,” he added, *pecul- 
iarlv are too much the victims of 
the very society they are trying 
to change. This too often finds 
expression in intolerance and nar- 
‘rowness. I mean, general intoler- 
ance, m tu ímperious way of 
'working. bios 


2 = 


ES was an accumulation i 


* gm 7 
EDET 2 i z > = 


The Communist bosition on the 
American “foro has undergone a 


i “distinct. aud ¿amer.able regres- 
/ JJ |sion" im recent years, DRESS 
F Negro author and 2 
party member, said here yesterday 
in describing Com. niunists as "nar-: 
row-minded, bigoted, intolerant | 

frightened of new ideas which | 
Ne n't fij into their own." ۱ 
l 


d 
1 


Mr. Wrights remarks w 
ompted by questions grow 8 

ct of an article which be s 
wnrtteu for The ante Monta- 

| Hy" for August under the title ۶ 

A Tried to Be a Communist.” 

In this article, the author of 
„Native Son" and other books dis- 
‘cusses nis earliest experiences asi 
la Communist party member in 
‘Chicago, touching on the prob- 
lems he faced in trying to present 

` [his own ideas to the party. 

The August “Atlantic Monthly” 
describes the article as the first of 


Chicago break with the Com- 
| munists because these will be cov- 
ered in the second magazine 


cle. 
Mr. Wright saic that his Com- 
munist party mernoership covered 
۱ [ine period, roughly, from the latter 
: part of 1632 or early 1933 to 1949. 
; His early association with the 
| Communists m Chicago, he said, 

was broken in 1937, مهم‎ as 


V c-r from the part). 


۱ و‎ 
. RE s 
S0 Que RST ITE : 
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e nists will deny that there is any 
| substantia! change in their mili- '* 
'tancy but privately they offer a2: 
k handy excuse. The milftancy on 
the Negro question has passed into 
the hands of right-wing Negroes.' 

That was not true eight years ago., 
3 v Ok Ie SA سیم‎ 


what caused the Chicago rift be- 
tween him and the Communists,’ 
Nr. Wright said: ` ' 

‘It was an accumulation of, 
many thih£p—not so much a leav- 
ing as an ejection over a differ- 
ence of opinion. I had my way 
“My of expressing my conception of | 
Negro experience In my writing. 
a I thought it would be of value to! 
“them. They had their ideas of. 
„ how, I should react ss a Commu-| 
- nist. There was an irreconcilable 

- gap between our attitudes.” 


regard the Communists today as 

effective instruments for sociai, 

'change" and observed that "the 

Communists have a terrible lot to 
x je: about people.” 

۲ “Communists,” he added, pecul- 
$ iarly are too much the victims E 
ithe very society they are tryin 

to change. This too often Hy ۱ 
.lexpression in intolerance and nar- 
[rowness. I mean, general intoler- 
jance, in an imperious ied of 
working. 
S| “What it amounts to is that 
| they are narrow-minded, bigo 
7 intolerant and frightened of new 
‘ideas which don’t fit into thelr 


f EC Mr. Wright said that "T do not 
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Break Wich Communists, | 
SaysPartyFearsNewldeas, 


E Commmmist position on the 
American Negro has undergone a. 
"distinct. and lamentable regres- | 
sion" in recent years, Richard; $ 
Wright, Negro autnor &nd former | 
party member, said here ی‎ il 
in describing Communists as “nar- 

row-minded, bigoted, intolerant 
land frightened of new ideas which ۲ 
don’t fit Into their own.’ 

Mr. Wright's remarks were| Š 
prompted by questions growing: 
out of an article which he has 
written for "The Atlantic Month- | 

ly" for August under the LIT of 
l led to BS a ص00۳‎ | 

In this arficlé; he- author of 
„Native Son“ and other books dis- 
cusses his earliest experiences as & 

| & Communist party member in 
Chleago, touching on the prob- 
'lems he faced in trying to present 
bis own ideas to the party. 
| The August "Atlantic Monthly" B 
describes 
two instaftments and Mr. Wright 

(ed yesterday that he would not 

discuss the specific details of his 
Chicago break with the Com- Ë 
munists because these will be cov-, 
ered in the second magazine 
&rticle. 

Mr. Wright said that his Com- 
muníst party membership covered 
the period, roughly, from the latter | 
part of 1932 or early 1933 to 1940. 
His early association with the | 
Communists Chicago, he said, 

-|was broken A hen he wás 

"ejected" from the party. = 
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that 
were It took a long time for Ses 
griod |vçright, the Negro writer, to learn 
€ in his lesson. ۱۳ 
Where, until recently, he was 
* ; one of the high priests of the com- P 
munist Party staunchly defending 
the Red ideology as the only possible jak 
trick politica] philosophy for his race. & 
m on today he was hurling epithets at : 
his former Communist comrades. 
“Bigoted! Intolerant! Nar- 


Wright Quis im "E 


AUG 3 0 1944 
IN You Cs. 


choicest labels applied to all 
Communists by the author of 
“Native Son” and other books. 


REDS LIVE A LIE. 
Wright's abrupt about-face from | men 
the left to the right was revealed ghav 
in an article written for the, cu! 
‘August "Atlantic Monthly" nder kin 
the title of "I Tried to Be a Com- June 
! munist."' asss 
| Klaborating on the article ^ 
"Wright discussed why he "took Rev, 
ja walk” on the Communist Party, CH: 
iback in 1940 after discovering that 
‘the Reds live a lie to thetr ideals hop C 
At the same time Wright ad- ton, 1 
ivised all members of his race to dent ( 
take a walk with him. the M 


HAVE LOT TO LEARN. The 


“I do net regard the Com- |electe: 
munists today مه‎ effective in- of Nei 


struments for social change,” | 
Wright said. “The Communists 


bid 


l 
i 
| 
| 
IM 


have a terrible lot to learn about 
people. 

! “Communists peculiarly are 

too much the victims of the very HI 


in intolerance and narrowness. www 

And I mean general intolerance | 

; in an imperious way of working. | 
"What it amounts to is that 

they are narrow-minded, bigot- | 

ed, intolerant and frightened of 

new ideas which don’t fit into 

their own, whether these ideas 

are right or wrong.” 

Wright got an idea of what | 


communists think of “racial 


“I asked abont adis ac- 
eommodations and all white 
members of the Communist 
Party looked embarrassed,” he Gro 
said. Kids. 
One of the white Communists! Tuxe 

went out and returned "frantic- lan d 
ieyed and sweating" to announce bac 
‘he had had no luck. 


za! row-minded!,” were a few of the 
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By DANTON WALKER 
The Home Front 


General Douglas MacArthur is in line for a Cabinet 
post (probably Secretary of War) if F; D. R. gets his 
Fourth Term.. . . Vice President Wallace, due to start 
actively campaigning for Roosevelt next month, will be 
rewarded with the No. 1 food job of the world, as head 
of a commission to create a permanent United Nations 
relief setup. . . Anna Roosevelt Boettiger may become 
official secre- + 
tary foi her ; 
father; even 
now, those who 
formerly ap- 
proached Harry 
Hopkins for 
Presidential fa- 
vors must now 
see Mrs. Boet- 
tiger. . James 
Byrnes, the “As- 
i و‎ Pin Jerk 
dent, will quit 
his var mo- 
bilization post 


‘23 
*@ 


° fh. after the elec- 
Jem tion and accept Ánni 
Hall a $100,009 job Boettiger 


with Ben Co- 
hen's law firm. ... France will get an Ambassador from ۰ 7). 
the U. S. some time next month, and Norman Armour is 77 7. <Ç Z «Utd | 
matic Rumor of the Week is that Hitler has been out ef 
Germany since Aug. 1, and a double will soon oblige by 


being assassinated. ... Lloyd's of London now offers 6 to 


5 that Germany surrenders unconditionally before Oct. 31. 
* * s 
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Donald Nelson's mission to China is to fron out 
differences between Allied chieftains in that s ctor. Upon 


t 
his v cu he vill be gioemed to r:;jace a prominent 
New Dealer, now out of favor. . . . Mme. Kung, wife of 
the Minister of Finance, is now the most influential lady 
in China.. . . Col, Carlos P. Romulo, Pulitzer Prize winner, 


is وین‎ to succeed Joaquin Miguel Elizalde as Resident 
Commissioner of the Philippines. . .. Judge Juvenal, 


i Marchisio, who has been loaned by the local Domestie 


Relations Court to American Relief for Itaiy, departs for 

Rome shortly.. . . The present United Nations Relief and 

Rehabilitation. Administration is on the verge of liquida- EA 
tion. . . . On the heels of the liberation of France, a new . "E 
French Purchasing Commission will buy $200,000,000 » 5 
worth of supplies in this country.. . Another by-produet 
of France's release will be an outbreak of Broadway 
musical comedies with a Paris background... . Washing- 
ton has proof of secret Nazi war prisoner camps where 
thousands are held, without possibility of outside relief. 


Sidney Hillman is due to be given the air by F. D. R. 
"right after the elegion according to a prominent 
Chicago Democrat %o entire political future depends 
on a Fourth Term. ./. Richard Wright, author of “Native 
Son,” has started an upro 15 two-part serial in the 
Atlantic Monthly called “I Tried to Be a Communist.” ..4 š 
Plan fer a Federation of Catholic States of Eureperwith ` 
the okay of Stalin and Churchill, has been submitted to 
the Pope... . . William Bullitt is said to be the unofficial ۱ 
liaison officer for communications between Vatican City 
and Moscow... . Dr. Floyd Black, president of the Ameri- 
can College of Istanbul, played an important role in nego- 
tiations for Bulgaria's withdrawal from the war... . Brig. 
Gen. William O'Dwyer, now in Italy, notifies New York 
friends that he'll retire from politics when his terms as 
Brooklyn District Attorney is over... . Lieut. Dave Hop- 
kins, son of Harry, is back here for a new assignment, 


`. 


' highest on the list of candidates at present... . Diplo- 
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dere that could throw more light | 
en Wrights charges That is. 


From my knowledge I 


` Reading Wright's articles x 
the Atlantic Monthly, no fair 
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be 


He hid it, however. But 


wanted Wright ig aid theze strug? ^ 
gies with his writings. "We sought 
to put him to writing about pork 


chops, high rents, crowded houses, 
child welfare shd relief. Wight i 


was dissatisfied With this assign- 
meni. 
he complained to a number of 
people, never to our committee 
directly, that he did net went to 
write. for the Delly Worker. 

This revealed again a funda- 
penal WC ess in Wright. Not 
having previously had direct con- 
tact with mass struggles, this work 
could have equipped bim still 
more for exeative writing, which 
the Communists did not want to 
stifle but to aid! 

He did mot understand that 
writing for the Daily Worker 
would have afforded him. a broad 
platform to reach masses of peo- 


pile. It showed failure on his pari | 


to grasp the role of an artist to 


of the people by writing about... ۰ 


their problems, inspiring them 
and helping them to better pre- 
pare and organize their strug- 
gles. 
N. Y. EXPERIENCE 

The explanation of this weak- 


'ness is that Wright never identi- 
He 


fied himself with his people. 
preferred to be aloof from them, 


isolated from them and lett alone 


“at home with his writing” 


—À -~ae 


— — — — 


¢thesze articles. 
They are a con- 
glomeration of 
ant + Commun- 


den behind the 


steod W the 
vag of his crea- 
tive ی‎ They are also against 
the interest of tue Negro people 
and they reveal & lack of under- 
standing of social problema, ` Re 
ferring to a time when he was 
called upon to accept an assign- 


ment td head a committee against ` 


the high cost of living, Wright 
SAYS: 
“T eng im the midst ef writing s 
vel and he (the Communist) 
wlis calling me fro: ;: to tabulate 
prie» ef groceiics. . <+ < 1 
ted my teeth as the dally valwe 
of perk chops was tabulated, long- 
ing to be at bome with my writ- 
ing.” 
This clearly reveals ۶ 
whole outlook and attitude. 
Wright's shameful manner of 
writing about Negroes is disgust- 
ing and damaging to their dignity. 
He refers to his failure to organ- 
ize a theatre among Negro actors 


in Goleago. These actors, sens-. 


ing how the dignity of Negroes 
upheld. protcsted 
against one play Wright submit- 
ted. Referring to this incident, 
Wright : 8 . a delezat. 
of Negro men came to my affice 
&nd took out their pocketknives 
and flashed them in my face.” 
Wright, expressing contempt for 
these Negro actors, hides behind 


what he terms Communist in- 


spired actions against him. 
CARICATURE 
Wright caricatures Negroes, 


whether in the Communist nove- 
ment or outside, as if they were 


ery thas. the 
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= Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that 
9۳ RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" 1n 1936 and 


, 1937 was using the address of Apartment Number 1, 3743 Indiane 
E Avenue, Chicago, Illinois: i 


po BUREAU / 3 | | | ۵ 70 


It 1s requested that the New York Division be 
permitted to contact RICHARD WRIGET concerning his possible 
knowledge of 


THE NEW YORK DIVISION ^N 
THE NEW YORK DIVISION _ 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK eut 


———— ö] — — 


Will on receipt of permission from the Bureau, 
interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above. 


Á br 


Rat aes Lu. Ar: 


s AIRTEL 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 6555۲ ware: <——2¿- 22 
t FROM ^s SAC, CHICAGO GB 

Pes SUP JECT : ۳۳ 

— NTERNAL SECURITY - C; 


SMITH ACT OF 1910 


1 N 


| 

EE-- ReBulet dated May 2, 1958 entitled "U.S. 
= . STR act MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL)" 
gz 


and New York r to Bureau May 13, 1958 entitled 
FF and my airtel of May 22, 1958. 


tw. * edt < 
„ va LE à 

` š — a - 

. و‎ m ۰ 

` E * EN Je | 


e author of "Native Son", 
not place WRIGHT 1n the CP but recalle 
had numerous discussions with person believe 0 
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Concerning a manuscript of a ublication being prepared 
by WRIGHT, e the individual believed  - 
to be RICHA IGHT was employed at the settlement house 


at 39th and Langley Ávenue, Chicago, Illinois and was 
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of 
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On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT ۰ ۰ 
before AGNES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of 
America at Paris, France, being duly sworn, stated he was 
subritting the following statement as part of his appli- 
cation for a passport which he executed on February 13, 1958. 
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a menber 
of the Communist Party, but had been a member of the Commu- 
nist Party from 1932 to 19h2, and called attention to the 
statement he had executed at the American Embassy, Paris, 


France, on September 16, 195), fr further details in that 
regerd. 


The Communist Party Ds been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10150. 


Pd 


On September 16, 195h, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared be- 
fore AGNES SOBLEIOX Consul of the United States of America 
&t Paris, France, being duly sworn, furnished a statement con- 
sisting of answers to questions annexec to his statement, In 
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same 
RICHARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the communist movement 
were included in the book, "The God That Failed." Subject 
stated he could not fix the exact time of his joining the 
Communist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist 
Party before he actually joined the Communist Party. He 
explained that the method used by the Communist ferty in 
recruiting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter- 
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated 
that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933) 
shown in his book, "The God That Failed", is correct. Subject 
stated thet he is the RICHARD WRIGHT who wrote a letter to 
the League of American Writers expressing his views on the 
Spanish civil War, which was published in May, 1938, in the 
booklet, “writers Take Sides." 


The League of American Writers has been XC ica 
by the Attorney General of the United — pursuant to 
Executive Order 10150. 


A 


“subject stated at the time of writing the above- ` ` 
mentioned letter he was a member of the Communist Party. He 


stated he is not now a member of the Communist Farty of any 
country of the world. 
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Subject stated that he disaff 111 ated with the 
Communist Party of the United States sometime during the 
year 1942, and that his disaffiliation came about because 
of a series of ideological disputes he had with the ` 


follo Communist officials: Ë 
am s eae others. He stated his decision to ۱ 
break with the Communist Party was predicated upón his 


disagreement with the Communist Party's position upon the | 


egnro question in the United States. Ee stated that 
هه‎ ay s. that time urged him to become a member- 
at-large of the Communist Party, but that he refused to 


heed that suggestion. Subject stated that two years lster, 
in 1944, he publicly indicated his disaffiliation with 

the Communist Party by means و هو‎ press conference held in 
the office of his agent in New York, PAUL REYNOLDS, and a 
few months later he wrote two articles in the "Atlantic 
Monthly" indicating he was no longer affiliated with the 


Communist Party. i bi 


Subject was asked if he was acquainted wit 

in the Office of War 
Information. Subject stated that he has a Slight acquaintance- 
ship wit and it dates exactly from the period 
which he did some voluntary work for the Office of War Infor- 
mation in 1942. He stated he net ii in the Office of 

War Information in 1912, and as he recalls was introduced to 


ntroduction 0 .in e presence of 
Subject stated that was known to him as a member 
of e Communist Part and he des 


In regard e subject stated he was 
not known to him as having any affiliation with the Commu- . 
nist Party at that time. Subject stated he was somewhat: 
‘surprised and taken back when 


and the manner of his being introduced to him 


| . . implied that GNE understood the subiectis olitical position Í 
ee wen. Subject stated tas ils din 


E n 


وید 
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communists of the United States, 
bis introduction to GNE ond asked him to make a formal 
application to work for the Office of War Information. Sub- 
ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult 
Since he was a publicly known communist Writer and had bem 
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the "Daily Worker." 


The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast communist 
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958. 


Subject stated that informed him 
that the Communist Party kncw exactly what it was doing in 
asking him to make this move, and that he should forthwith 
get an application blank would aid him in filling 
out the application blank, bie Stated he obtained the 
application blank ang called at his home, 
which at that time wes at 11 Revere Place, Brookly, New York, 
and they jointly filled out this application, Subject stated 
the application reflected that he was a member of the Commu- 
nist Party and objected to the linking of communism with | 


fascism, as the &pplication implied, and indicated that sub- 
Ject was a patriotic person wishing to make a contribution 
to the war effort. Subject stated he took this &pplication 
before & Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its 
contents, an act which at the time made him, perhaps, the 
Only sworn Communist in the United States. sub ect stated he 
took this application E E 
the Office of War Information and handed it to them. He 
Stated they read it and had a consulmtion about it in his l 
sight, but out of reach of his hearing. Subject stated that 
their comment to him was, "You are really intransigeant," 
Subject stated he returned to his house and waited anxiously . 
for some days to hear from his application, and he began to 
Suspect that they never actually turned it in. He stated he 
does riot know what happened to 1t, for he never had a reply to 
t application, Subject stated he consulted with 
&bout why he never heard about his application, and 
astounded him in his hose in Brooklyn by telling him- 
he d no recollection of having helped subject make out such 
an application.. Subject stated that upon reflection, he 


in the Office of War Information, and they had, therefore, 
chosen someone else less politically prominent to take the job 
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he was supposed to have. 


tated 1t was at that 
time he indicated to 


&n 


3 stated that 
him to becore a member- 


e of the Communist 
but subject rejected this Suggestion 


Td stated he has had no further contact with 
Since that time, nor has he had any contac 


-OU 
at-larg 


Party, 
Sub fect 


e Commu- 


wit 
z arty 
vdd iim. stated he has me n several occasions 
E since en, and has attempted to extract from him an expla- 
: : nation of what transpired concerning his sworn application, 
constantly denied all knowledge of such an incident, 
x as caused the subject t distrust profoundly. 


0 
8 
On Februery 13, 1558, at Paris, France, the subject 
executed an application for Passport, In that application, 
the subject stated he was born September 1908 at Natchez, 
Mississippi, and maintains his residence at rue Monsieur 


Le Frince, Paris, France. Ea indicated he has resided out- 
side the United States as follows: 


Frence (Mey, 1916 to December, 1916) 
France (August, 1917 to August, 1919) 
Argentina 


and France (September, 1949 to date) 


Subject stated that he considers Paris, France to 
be his legal residence and indicated thet the date of his 
return to the United States is indefinite, Subject indicated 
he was last married at Coytesville, New Jersey on March 12, 
191 to FREDA ۳0۴1/0۰/1 و62‎ who was born September 3, 1912 at 
New York, New York. Subject listed his father as NATHAN 
WRIGHT, born about 1879 in Mississippi and his mother as ELLA 
WILSON, born about 1881 in Mississippi. He stated the present 
whereabouts of his father aw unlnown, and that his mother 

resently resides in Chicazo eitti eferences 


cated that he desired a passport to permit him to 
visit France and othep countries for the purpose of travel and, 
business. I late 09 d 


— 


C AN Di on February 21, 1958, the Department of State 
ý authorized the American Embassy, Faris, to issue a passport 
to the subject. 
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Ihe following information concerning the issuance 
of previous passports to the subject was set forth in his 
passport file: I 


| s On May 1, 1939, Passport Number 614947 was issued 
NN to the subject. In his application for that passport, subject 
| ` stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France 

F 2x for a visit of one year's duration for the purpose of study. 


and writing. 


= 4 On September 17, 1940, the subject, by letter to 

ae the Passport Office, requested the return of Passport Number 
pei 614947 which was taken from hixz-by Imigration authorities 

TRE at the Mexicen border on Jure 15, 1940. Subject stated that 
pe on October 15, 1910, he intends to take a trip to the Soviet 

| Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivosto. 
= via Yokahama. He stated he will be making this trip as an 

oc invited guest of the League of Russian writers anc the purpose 
of the trip will be to study the national minority problems 
existing in the Soviet Union. 


On September 27, 1940, the Passport Office, by letter 
informed the subject that there vas no imperative necessity 
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department 
of State was unable to validate his passport for the journey. 


On May 13, 1941, subject, by letter to the Passport 
Office, requested renewal of his Passport Number 614947 in 
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China. 
He stated he intended to depart from the United States at 
San Francisco on July 21, 1941 for travel to Wadivostok via 
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be 
to write news articles for the Associated Negro Press, 3507 
South Parkway, Chicago, Illinois. 


On June 2h, 1941, the Passport Office, by letter to 
the subject, informed him that the Department of State did . 
not believe that accredited American Journalists should be 
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union 
Wes disposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United 
States representatives. i UE e ; Hepar S 
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| On March 9, 1916, subject, by letter to the Pass- 
port Office, advised that he intended to travel to France 
on April 15, 1916. Ee stated that his Wife serves him in 
the capacity of Secretary and research worker, and inasmuch 
as he is to represent the publication, "Twice a Year", to 
the French public, writing articles about French literary 
developments, reestablishing contacts for the distribution 
of the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction 
in America, it was necessary that she accompany him. 


On April 29, 1916, Passport Number 64829 was 
issued to the subject and was validated for travel to France 
only. On March 16, 1948, subjectts passport was renewed 
for two years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated 
that he has resided in France since May, 1946, for the pur- 
pose of serving as a Correspondent for the Associated Negro 
Press. 


On March 6, 1920, Passport Number 122 was issued 
to the subject at the Aneérican Embassy, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. In his application for that passport, the subject 
stated he desired a passport in order to visit France, Haiti, 
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium. 


| 


‘On November 26, 1951, the American Embassy, Paris," 
France, furnished information to the Department of State 
7 reflecting that the subject was maintaining residence 1n Paris, 


— attention to the problem of racial discrimination in general 
* and to its manifestations in the United States in particular, 
It was further stated that the subject has been using as an 
instrument for his publicity, a group to which he has given 
the name of "Franco-American FeIbwship." 

ADE Nac E SC uU ^. 

| On February 21, 1952, the subject's Passport Number 
122 was renewed for two years at the American Embassy, London, 
England. At the time of renewal, subject stated he was 
reiding at 28 Glenluce, London, England, and pursuing the 
Occupation of writer, 56 


A et 
a es 


d | m On February 23, 195k; Passport Number 2538 vas 

: j to the subject at the American Embassy, Peris, France. 

i application for that pssport, the subject stated he was 

l with his wife, FREDA/PCPLOWICZ, and two children, JULIA WRIGHT, 
born April 15, 19L2 at brookly, New York, and RACHELN-RIGHT, 
born January 17, 1919 at Paris, France. 
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There vas no additional pertinent information 
contained in the Bubjectts passport file, 
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aye SAC, WFO (100-15133) IE) 


SUBJECT: RICHARD WRIGET 


SECURITY MATTER - C 57 


Being forwarded herewith to the Bureau &re four 
and to New York three copies of the report of 5 


WFO, dated 4/4/58, a) 7 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Copies of passport application photo of subject 
ana his wife will be forwarded to New York via routing slip. 


This case was celled to the attention of WFO by 


ROBERT JOHNSON, Chief, Legal Section, Passport Office, De- 
partment of State. 


e TOM ee 
Kew York (Encls.3) (RE) 
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On July 26, 1944, the Rew York "Herald Tribune” 

~ published an article entitled "Kegro Article Criticized Reds 
as Intolerant" fn which Wright was reported to have stated 
that his Communist Party membership roughly covered the perio 
from the latter part of 19 or early part of 1933 to 1940, a 
his early association with the Communists in Chicago was brok 
in 1937 when, he siid, he was “ejected” from the Party. Wrig 
stated that he was re-insteted in 1937 and maintained a relat 
ship with the Party until 1940. However, Wright's name appea: 
frequently in the Dally Worker" during 1941 are 19 . wWrigh: 
Was reported to be a member of the American Committee to Save 
Refugees as of March 6, 1942, and on September 18, 1942, he 


¥riters advocating a second front for Furope. The Amcrican 
Committee to Save Refugees has. been cited as a Communist 
front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report of March 29, 1911, and the League of American writers 
has been cited as Comnurist by the Attorney General. 


The August, 19Llh, issue cf the "Atlantic Monthly” 
putlished an article entitled "I Tried tc be a Communist” in 
which Wright discussed his earliest experiences as a Comzunist 
Party member in Chicago and touched upon the problems he faced 
in trying to present his own ideas to the Party. As a result 
considerable publicity was given kright's articles in the "Dat: 
Worker" newspaper. In his column entitled "Kew Times," publis! 
in the August 6, 1911, issue of the "Daily Worker,". Benjamin J. 
Davis, Jr., referred to Vright and to what he called Wright's 
"public and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Communists,” 
Davis referred to Wright's claim of withdrawing from the Con- 
minists in 1910, and askcd why Wright waited until 1944 to make 
his break public. Davis inquired whom Wright was trying to 
impress and indicated that Wright's attitude was a form of ' 
super-lef tian. l 


Wright left the United States for France in kay, 1946 
and there 1s no indication in our files reflectii 
ever returned to the United tates. 


— ua 07 


An individual who lives "i ep France, advised in zi 


December, 1951, that Wright retained hie United States citizen- 
ship and lived off his book royalties from American sales. He 
reported that he hed attended a meeting which was @ "Communist 

|. front" and which was generBlly eritical of Amorican policies, 

v racial and foreign. This meeting was attended by Wright who had’ 

t publicly renounced Communism, but he wee as nuch & Communist és 

X de bed ever been, ¢, v9, = 

Ed 


Vos On December 16, 1951, &nother Governmental agency con- 

„„ ducting intelligence Investigations reported that the Franco- 

N `x American Fellowship Group was organized almost entirely by 

A a Richard wright, American writer, l4 Monsieur Le Prince, Paris, 

` i+ France, 1mnedi&tely after World War II, and was supposed to be & 

W^ sponsorship for your writers, artists, end poets who were stu- 

VY. dents in France. At the time of its organization severel of the 
Students had made statements to the effect that the group was 
"leftist" in the nature of its discussions, According to the 
informant, wright end his group were the targets of attacks from 
one James Baldwin, & young Negro writer who was & student in 
Paris. Baldwin attacked the hatred themes of the wright writ- 
ings and the attempt of the Franco-Amerio&n Fellowship Group to 
perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methods," L(y) 


On December 10, 1951, an American citizen, then living 
in Paris, advised that her niece, who was & student, had been 
invited to join the Franco-Ameriosn Fellowship Group b Richard 
wricht, who stated that the group wes composed of "militant per- 
sons" interested in tbe welfare of the American Fe gro. Accord- 
ing to the informant, the niece attended one meeting of the or- ۱ 
ganization and came to the conclusion that despite its denials 
of Comunism, the group espoused the Comunist Party line as the 

| girl had known it in the United States, tt) 


fhe foregoing information 4s furnished to you 88 the 

sult of your re-uest file check and is not to be 
construed as a clearence or 8 5 in dual in- 
v ° 8 ormation ås furnished for your use and sho 
not be disseminated outside of your agencye Ë 
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E of Scholars o? the Negro Voerla’, sponsoreg/Dy the leftist Og 
21 


noe ericae, is scheduled to tar plece in Paris Sender 15-22, Ax, 
92». 3 20 رما‎ Adri se1 no zo on the Executive CID itec of Nav: 
the sence A27: seine and faner Car-nist Party rer, believes 1 


PIA A v, Cron & cnrelul selestion oZ the Anerivan Delemtion to the didi 
— Z Congress, tie leftist te:xen:ies z£ the Congress n be ze. 

E C Mr, FIG, Policicel Adviser in the [Trench Miristr, o? versoes 

P MA Territories, believes the مد تحص تهج‎ o7 the Congress sho:ld noz ve 

— uncerestineted and that every ettæert should be mie to preserve 

* * the orie-tation o^ the مدحمدخ۳۳‎ ene to the best. 

— The Présence Al =L eine, hih des:rlbes itsel? as a mtu Reviev of the Black 


, World", is a binccthly TIL: ation, now in sts seventh yer. Tec foančcr and publisher 
Pu Of the Présense Arii is Mz. A fore DI , e rather libere. but strongly Catholic 
necro, formerly a snd of Does uit now living in Paris. The orientation of the 

( articles peering tn the Présence Africaine enpecrs to be Gcfinitely to U lett. 

"Aine CESAIRE, Comrmist t., frac rde and a poet, end René W, a Hian 
ae alleged to be a ober o^ the crit my, are both contributing nenirzs o^ 
` the Committee for 2302۵ A°ricaine. Oher نسم‎ tree menbers inciude:” A. DT, / 
S. O. BIC OV, A, BIYDI, A. E DSTA, B. D. EE, B. FILE, A FRAT, K. Fin JOACHIM, 


i J. KI, Senat KUO, D. , D:col U AN, UYUAI, G., may AUTA, A. , 
. 853 A. WADE. 
The Enbes3y has been informed that Presen: Africaine for o tine rose: ved a subsidy 
" from the Fren-h Goverment duch was subsequengcly discontinued beceuse o? the leztist 
exnti-colonie? and generally irresponsible nature of its editorin- policy. Qu 
1 "ne 4 6 ۰ 5 ef 
۱ The December 1955. Jennery 165: issue of Eee Africa: no carried, emons 4 


ecvertisenents, "An Anpesl to Bleck Vriters enc AyvisSt3 وا‎ Brinved in both French end ۱ 
Enzlish, which ceostituted an open invitati to 20635 ۵۶ ۰22۵91۵9 of the Becro 


Dur? World, scheduled to tate plece in Paris, Septecter 9-22; on bore 

Li the names of eighteen peonle rising tho Deti: . A 
i, mincozrephoed reprint o^ the invitation, sony ©? dh: (1) to 
S this despatch, wes subsequently addressed to the noted 
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On hfs oun initiative, It, urid calci at the Enbessy to €XDTCSS certain ccn. 

10 Over the leftist tendencies of the Executive Camittee for the Congresses Be 
believed tho moenbers of the Comittee vere litere th mers end he thought there 
was a distin-t dancer that the S nm. ess Digit exploit the Congress to their cun 
ends, Many menoer af the Présense Arica ne, ho Said, were fn search or en 


4 Orperly a naber of the Corm: st Party, "e ind: sated that ho ws O>icinally on 
“the Camittee o^ the Pesen es bot that he hed been AHD recently 

Of his nresent ti-Camunist Drin:iptos. T rer, Mr. سنا‎ g Dane yas 
| ea on the list o? hosts zor the forthoanin;s Congress, 
By coincidenze, Dre Francis M, DIAD, tU م0‎ ties AfYairs Adviser, جع‎ ce of 
Policy and Procrans, with USIA ín |! instou, vas ^n Paris Shortly after . bricht 
visit to tho Exbassy. Dr. eU LENY cuttet the follou:n- noms Of possí 

to 


tes the Congress, m= Which ve Subsequently turned over to Me Uricht; 
CARR, Elmer A. cá 
* ALLE: 3. Broodvoy, J. Y. C. Columiist; State Can. 
m ss: on Ant Dissrininat:oz, 
Page مد‎ luc Ë T. : 
Tor tey 23 مهس اجه‎ to مسا‎ nmaric „ Ania". 


REDDIT B, Soie 
Proessor ac Dali at roten Institute Eton, Vircinis; 
omerly held Lontes Grant; autto o? “ib Doy; of Driwnh” ene 


RBIS, eve Jaws IH. 

Ester of FTCSb;terian rich of tie Muster, 133th Street 
exi torn neside Avene, J. Y. C. Bas written Scvernl boots on 
Afri 


e ca. 
ROJAS, Cori 
rater; has helg Lader و نج‎ Tepresontativo for Tinea - 
polis Star Tribune"; attended Baoning Con? j bes visiteg 
Afri; author of. “Oke Pitia an} the Proud’, due to be publi shed 
in Acril, 195. 
, Geor 
کک‎ 5 A 
nU à cı Yairi: editor of Pittor Couricr`;ventt-2x=rrmtst 
s editor fn میدز‎ Press; has trovoled widely, Er 5 


Hee Ertgit Bprcoc-atod the E334 furnished hin by the Rnbassy and added 
eee detects be hal hte ری‎ ag ana aeg, 


Cli SELAT . ¢ 
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On hfs oun initiative, It, urid calci at the Enbessy to express certain con. 
the leftist tendencies of the Executive Carittee for the Coacress, Be 
the monbers of the Comittee vere liters? th mers end he tnoucht there 
was a distin-t dancer that tho Comm: mn: ets Digit exploit the Congress to their own 
ends, Many members af the Presenz ee, ho Said, were fn poarch cc en 


Committee oe the Presence Afm saine bet that he had been dr d recently 


Of his nresent CLii-Camun.st رب مخ و(‎ Hg Vever, Hr. iht s nano vas 
on the list o? hosts 2o» the fortai Concress, 


By 
Policy and Prora, with USIA in Ve3:incto2, vas Zn Paris Shortly after H.. Wright' 
visit to tho Exbassy. Dr. cr U LENY gu, the follou:n; names of possí 
delegates to the Congress, mos vid. vse Subsequently’ turned over to ۰ bricht: 


CARR, Dmr A. a ۰ 
š :ودوج نتسه‎ 2,) Broodvoy, J. Y. C.; Columnist; State Can. 
mission aoninct Discrininat on, 


REDDI E, aer 
FR Ness af Dali at Broten Institute „Hr ton, Vircinis; 
former y held Loader Grant; autor o^ مد‎ Dey e Titer end 


Minister of £TCO2bytocinn rich of tie Muster, 150th Street 
end Torn neside Avene, Z. Y. C. Has vrittea Scvernl boots on 
Afri 


= ca. 
ROGA, Corl 
Eriten: has bela Lenin: Grant; TepTesentative for Tine. 
polis Star Tribune’; attended Banin? Con^ercnze; hes Visited 
Africa; author of “She Piti ond the Proud’, Quo to be rublíshea 
in Aril, 195 ود‎ 
, Geor 
— B N ۹ ^ 
à * Yori: editor of Pittor Courier ; vantt-2=r=mtst 


editor tn Ib Press; has tra widely. E 


ert topes ated the susestios finished híc by the ZHbassy and added 
SNPs ui to a Hot at sugested رما‎ be hu B eee ag ana asg 
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vet Paris 

i forvanted to Mr, Rey EILINIS, Rzecusive Secretary of the netiuel Association for 
ae the Advancement of Colored Feople. Mre Wright, in forvarding the list o? names to. 


Mr. Wright's list 1n-lu3e4 tho folloving nanes: ` 


ELLISCH, تم‎ 
Dovelist and former Saleburs Sonínar lecturer, now writing 
in Italy on e prix-de-nano, 


HITS, Chester 
H-velist fran Ohio. 


HBTS, Lanto 
Poct, novelist, and author ol children's stories, 


— 


à - š 
j 8 RODS ° ws at ۱ 5 f 
Po ular historian fron 13-1 Yoru City. 


ROT. Cerl fad ۱ 
Acoortor for nerais Star end Tribi 


SHIM, Willise Gardner 
LRovcltst and journelist; rent exployed in Paris cn 
Far Eastern Desi: of One Franr Presse, 


I, Molvin B. 
Poet Loureate of Liberia; professor af English at 
Lancstan University, Olalix; Son is Fulbright Fellow fn Paris, 


Presence Afrt-ninc and has called et the Embassy, on the suggestion of Mre Wright, 
to discuss the implications ani to of er his collaboration in conbottina Commmist 


# l Kr. Leon PIG, Political Adviser in the French Pinistry of O. r Terri- 
ee tories, said he felt that the Presence Africeine represented an increasingly im- 
es ed portent Bru, که‎ Liberal thinters who micht vell be led down the Cars st 
mie path. fr Pigon felt that every effort should be male to orit ths group tovari 


i the West. Bi. Piou said he was gla * the Congress was se une to tale 
place in Paris this year but he ent it likely that, unless te steps ` 
Were talen, next year's Congress mcnt be held in e E S 
Enlosure: ` 
Reprint c^ Piezen Ae. invitation Robert P. Joye 
Dece, 1555-Jax., 195 . issve. Canselor a? H D | D 
| CER | E. 
WRIGHT, ۵ ; Do: ts oes to: SOE PITAL | 
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For the first tine in history, ezo Uriters ani Artists are going to 
tale tho in^tietive in beet in together and in escertaininc hou they are 
s tuated and uct their sneciftz Tespoisibilities in the World are. 


Coiouced noa all the vc d dars o” opinion thet tho liberation or 
the initiative o peoples mist enrich irern ul dre to no nean derece 
tin p n enchles mar to bo Tore fully conscios e? the com sla 
tionsliin bogen nil beins. It is in men's nature to reveal his dinensions 
Golely by SI SSA enc not by leaving it to others to ezrress his 
Teal self, thle technics asc ficisivins Of the mesmin- of the world's 
tou. Y'mnits, 1t is art Generates Ly the free-will of Docres3 thet will 
delineate, the ir>oss aze ts Of non-D Deen Iprxa TDS. sino the 
ultra ametites o? ou: contes Ue have teen urair cni imoverishine, 
Litiovise 12 world heave been hirmul to science to wits: ignore e whole 
fraction o2 tie aa Da-, vet e a: ninonol jirga. ` 


N. — 


But ft ts not culture alone thot will derive Def t fron our free initia: 
Rade of amy kind remiss ison if its forme des not intecrate the 
real as-lrations o? ۳۵065 fo:mxly considered &5 ninos., Al the sane, 
they must be her ant re n erl. A I 


Bonse the responsibility of the ,جح احرلد و‎ Ho is the &n?neto- of modern 
socicuy, since his ceiling moq-ires hin to shec liht c everycoo's cultural 
vocation; fn other vais he ha- to reveal to end develop in everyone a sense 
of his solidarity with other men end the vold. 


۱ The 1. مسج‎ world, the nost noclectod by history, ts not tho lact to aspire 
after the exircise of its IGT respomsibilitios, Oc? 2 ons ۳ 
JEN besause they boda" thoucht it f to engrave their laus on brass monje 
se se Meats, are reins the rnc که‎ In o other. D wigs, the eu-ression of 
c rel live being necessary to the Sed of any civilization, ve foe 
Dore acutely than others the uray OT revealing oimelves to the world. 
And first o2 all, the Wwgoncy e^ introducing arselves to each other, 


Begro Scholars don't kno each othc-, They have not yet telen up the 
Peasurerento Of their respoctivo possibilities nor c? their cam lot. 
They are scattercd ant often isol-ted in Samir uie their personality 
is not suf وت هل‎ traxe to uit. 


mandin 's berite the tasi: of describing it anû defining the Gaus of 
their pecnies 1c vo to thm. - 2 
۱ SETEETTL 
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Paris 


Only a Congress can face a task of such magnitude. This task 48 so 
important thet tho pore one ts representative by his talent and ability, 
the less ho nay evade ít. ۱ 


1) Bow Gecroes of culture stent. 

2) Be contrib:tion c? Decrees to Inman culture, ۱ 

3) Thors, styles, rc that typify our people's genius. 

s lhet relations are to be established with the modern world 
a culture. 

5) Vt difusion should be given to the voris of authors. 

6) Aid to yong writers and ertists. 


The first Congress of Scholars of the negro World will be held in Paris 
fron the 19% to the 22nd Septenber 1955, 


- 


Hozro peoples and friendly ones are invited to uphold end help our un- 
Gertaiins, Just as s- TS o7 the Zéro World are invited to beck our plan 


ty their simetre and active coo >ctšic, 


Se 


`` 4 D 
Writers end Artists are invited to the Congress in nere consideration 
of their talent. xi 


Peter ANY Afrique du Sud) 
Louis Aq U. S. A.) 
Kofi ۳] Gold Coast) 
BDA DEUN ` Soudan) 
Professor BUSIA Gald Coast) 
Professor BIGYVISS ۱ 
Jascmnine BAUER D. S. A.) 
Aine CATE Martini qe 
Rene Ir Haiti) 
Cyprien AXSI H ceria 
Bon LAH Ogris 

y I ELIAS iHris 
Ru IAE Debe; 
Rone MASH Martinig) 
Duvidson MeL Sierra Leone 
Leopold Sedar SINIR Sene 
Amos P 
Richard (RIG U. S. A.) 

° ` ۱ 

i E corrr, u ۱ ۱ u. * 


. 

p | 
ا‎ FEE, ي‎ Se Sot ° n ۰. * 2 S. pi 2 to - š ۱ 
AS p $ e ads mE ۱ 

š 275 ۱ 


WRIGHT, p log ML -——— Mr" 


C 


ALL INFORRIATION CONTAINED = ae 
2 1*۴ Y 1142225 ERO 
Ps do لا‎ ISS ME A 
.. 8,18 ugust 22, 19 
| ۱ I ۱ GATED 
aicuann rar SY / ar AUG 23 15 
Born: “September ,پا‎ 1908 - "m NAME CHEC 


Hatches, Mississippi 


£ 


Reference ia made to your Pequest for copies ef 
investigative reports in the event the captioned individual 
has been investigated by Sais Bureau. š : 


In response to your request, there are a ached 
six reports in the case entitled “Richard Kathaniíe right, 
which appear to relate to the subject ef your inquiry, 

ti d 
: n eddition, you are referred to the Remorandum 
entitled "Richard wright," dated July 8, 1954, which was 
previously furnished to your agency. 


The foregoing information 1s furnished to you as 
@ result of your request for an FBI file eheck and is not 
to be construed as a clearance or a nonolearance of the 
individual involved. This information is furnished for 
v^ = ase and should not be disseminated outside of your 
Cy. ۱ 


‘ures (6) | ۱ "f 


id one to USIA  —— š N J 
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. USIA, mëquested a search for main fil 
at only copies of investigative reports of the 
investigation were requested. Reason for reques! 
People-to-People Partner hip (formerly Presiden: 
Yorld Understanding). & f d 4. aug 2 — 


ex > Vo Aus 23 1955 
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==" RICHARD WRIGHT 


On 2/13/58, at American Embassy, París, France, subject T ۳ 
executed & sworn statement in which he stated he had been a H. ۱ 
member of the Communist Party from 1932 to 1942. He previously. 
submitted detailed sworn statement at Paris on 9/16/54, in.. 


came about because of a series of ideological disputes i X 
communist officials, On 2/13/58, subject executed application PN 
for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he bas 2 | 
resided outside the United States since September, 1949, and . A di 
that his date of return to the United States is indefinite. — m 
On 2/21/58, Department of State authorized issuance of pass- _ XN a 


le. pns ی‎ ` ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 7 


B - RUC HEREIN iS UNCLASSIFIED -à 
Ey, -- DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. DATE ۶۰25۰2 BY Z= 


ee ri On March 18, 1958, Miss MARY BARRY, Legal Section, چا‎ 
Department of State, made available to S * 


Fa assert Office 
Jac the passport file of RICHARD WRIGHT. A review ` 
En oe e sclosed the following information: : aie 
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RE In responso tó your name Check Pequest, you are 
(mee que referred to PBI investigation reports کح‎ shod f agency 
E in the cage entitled Richard Nathanie ight; Internal 
fe Security . c^ furni 


shed your agency en detober 25, 1911, 
Concerning the subject of your nane cheek request, 


Ae - 1 
Transmitted herewith iz an PBI investigative CC, / 
report fn the cage entitled "Richard Nethant ۱ 
Security Matter e C 


el Wright; 
" Concerning the sub 1066 of Jour name 
r— eheck request. 
Aer On October 21, 1942, Wright's name appeared on the 
M list of the ۵ 


mittee to Free Ear] Browder," which vag 
ublighed fn the March 21, 1942, Aue of the "People!g Voice,” 
Fae "People? و‎ Voice" has been Cited by tha California Committeo 
: tios, Report, 19 8, as among the 

- 8 © is Publications found "to be Communist initiated and controlled 
o Sr go strongly influe 


ht need as to be within the Stalin Solar | 
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J <0, 1 E iu rala Tribune” 
M published en article entitled "Negro Artíole 
„ eds As Intolerant” in which Wright w 
IE Nebel“. — Stated that hig Communi 


st Party /npaber ship roughly „ 
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the period from the latter part of 1932 or early p of 

1933 €o 19,0, end his early association with the Corrzmtst 

n Chícaco was broken in 1937, when, he 881d, he was | 
d fro- the Party, wright stated that he was roe 


on Sopterber 18, 1942, hs was listed as ons of the officers - 
of the League of American kritors, advocating a second front 
for Europe. The Amoricen Comittee to Seva Refugees has been 
cited as a Corrumist front by tho Spocial Comiittes on Une 
American Activitios, Report of March 29, 194, end ths 

Lcazue of American Writere has been eſted by th» Attorney 
Goncra&l of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 06 


The August, مر‎ 5), "Atlantic Monthly” 

. í. en article entitled "I fried to bs a Corramia tꝰ 

n which ۳۵ discussed his earliest experiences as a 
Cocramist Party member in Chicago and touched the 
provua ho faced in trying to present his own deas to the 

arty. As a rosult considerable publicity was given Wright's 
articles in tho "Daily Worker" newspaper. In his colum 
entitled "How Timnas," published in the August 6, 191515, 

issue of the "Daily Worker," Banjerin J. Davis, Jr., | 
referred to Wright and to what he eelled Wright's "publie 
ani wholly unjustifiable attack on tho Communist." Davis 
referred to Wright's claim of withan the Corzuntist 


avins fron 
in 1940, ani asked why Wright wetted wntil 19; to mako his 
break public. Davis inquired whom Wright was trying to inpres: 
and indicated that Wright's attitude was a forn of Supere 
lefties. ۱ j 


WRIGHT, . ME PEE u S niat 


۱ An individual who lives in Paris, Prance, 7 
advised fn December, 1951, that Wright retained his 
United States citizenship and lived off his book royalties 
from Anerican gales. He Peported that ho had attended a 
meeting which was a "Cormunî et front" end vhich was 


M opinion that even though wright had publically renounced 5 
0 Commm am, he was as much a Comumist as he had ever been. Ve. 


y CHER oes dE 2o1, another Governmental 
à &gency conducting intelligence Investigations Feported that 
X Franco = American Fellowship Group was organized almost 
YX entirely by Richard Wright, American writer, ll Monsieuk 
NY مار‎ Prince, Paris, Prance, immediately efter World War II, 
Kk and was supposed to be a sponsorship for young writers, 
WNertists, and poets who were students in France. At the time 
def its organization: several of the students had made 
Ñ statements to the effect that ths Group was "Leftist" in 
the nature of its discussions. According to the informant, 
Wright end his group were the targets of attecks from one 
Janes Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was & student 1n 
Parîs. Baldwin attacked the hatred themes ofthe Wrightts 
writings and tho attempt of the Franco eAvterican Pellowshi 
Group to Perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methodg.* w) 


On December 10, 1951, an American eftiízen, then 
living in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, 
had been invited to join the Franco = Ansrican Fellowship 
Group by Richard Wright, who stated that the gr was 
۶0۳۳۵۵۶۵۰ of "militant persons" interested in the welfare of 
the American Negro. According to the informant, the niece 
attended one meeting of the organization and came to the 
conclusion that despite its Genials of Comunism, thes group 


espoused the Communist Party line es the girl had known it . 
_ 12 She United States. $5 2 300-15 7461532) 
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The foregoing information is furnished to you 


as the result of a request for an FBI file check and is 


Bot to be construed as & clearence or a Nome le ar ange of 
tho individual involved. This information و‎ furnished 
for your uso and shogid not be disseminated outside of 


your agency. . 
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Reference 18 made to your specific request for 


information reflecting captioned individuals defection 
from the Communist Party. 
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A review of our files reflects that a security-type 
investication was conducted during 1943-1916 on a Richard 
Fathanie? wright, who fe icentical with the captioned indi- 
= ` 3 yt vidual. ‘Wright was born on September وبا‎ 1908, in Ratchez, 

* 


bar 


Mississippi. Be claims eight Jears of elementary school 
i education and professes experiente as a novelist, playwrirht, 
- poet, and newspaver reporter. In 1935 he worked on the 
= Federal Writers Project in Chicage end sold articles and 
5 . Short stcries to magazines, In 1937 he worked on the same 


W. project in Kew Jork City. it mat time he also did some 
ZS work for the "Daily Worker" and became a contr'buting 
prng editor of the "Kew Masses." Eoth of these publicetions 


8 2 2 have been citec as orgare of the Communist Party by the 
VUE Epeciil Comittee on un- American Activities, Report, 
. January 3, 1939. l 

z 


* On March 21, 19L2, Wright'!s name appeared on the 11. 
Sf the "Committee to Free Earl Browder," which was published : 
وه‎ - he March 21, 1912, 1ssue of tne “People's Voice." The "Peop: 
® Voice" his been cited by the Californía Comnittee on Un-Amerti: 
Activities, Peport, 1918, as among the publications found "to 

wv» Communist initiated and controlled or so strongly influenced 6 
to be in the Stalin solar system" 


— Rote: USIA requested additional information 


ENTER Niels. Richar ight in connection with USIA employee, 
See USIA specifically requested informatio 
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NOTE TO SAC'a "ERA Angeles, Nobile, end Hew York 


i „Tor the assistance of all offices recétving 
coptes of tnstant comnuntcation, there te attached @ 
copy of a self-explanatory memorandum dated November £0, 
1953, which was received from the Departaent as well 
68 a copy of the petition filed by the Attorney General 
with the Subveretve Acttytttea Céntrol Board seeking 
۶0 cause the regtstration ef the captioned organization. 


| Bureau files reflect that each of the 
índividualsa referred to in the attachment te well known 
to the office in the area tn which he te belteved to 
۳6 8 0 هم‎ 


_ Jm the absence of any information in your 
Files which would make such ection fnadvísable, 
Bureau authority ts granted to conduot the requested 
íntervievs. I 


In vter of the distinct possibility that 
the hearing relative to the captioned erganíszation 
before the Subversive Activities Control Board will 
Commence in the near future, $t te desired that the 
results of your action tn thie regard be submitted ín 
memorandum form suttable for dtesenination to the 
Department to reach the Bureau mo later than 
December 17, 1953, 
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SECOXITI INTORI TION - تسین روف‎ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where ` 
indicated, explain this deletion. i 


Deleted under exemption(s) کین‎ Ree > with no segregable 


material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


0 — == 
سس سیر‎ à was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


8 the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For yourinfomnation: — „„ 
T... C — OV" 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
00- 150464-3 
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SEET August 18, 


RICHARD RN; 


ccm NES mH 


In answer to your Éngufry ect forth tn 
reference comaunícation, we have no objection to 
your furntshing ۳۵ ton previously furntshed by 
us concerning Richard Ertght, Providing that we are 
fn no way ind toated ce the source Of the tnformation, 
You cre further advísed that the tdenttty ef the 


Sources furntshing the ínformation contatred in eur 
be divulged. 


memorandum to you cannot 
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5 An iíndfuídual who Files in Ports, France, advised tn 
| Lecenber, 1951, that wright refained his United States citizens*t 
and lived off his bock royalties from Amer t can sales. Fe reporte 
g that he had attended a meeting which was و‎ ۵ Front“ and 
whitch was generally critical of American polictes, racial and 
foreign, hia meeting was attended by Wright and $t was the 
infornant's opinion that even though right had publicly renounce. 
Communism, he was aes rig — as he hod ever been, GN 
i p vu 102-1t*7161L-31 
D ` KR December 16, 1 ۳ ET source reported 
1. thet the Franco-Arerican Fellowship Group was organized almost 
entirely by Richard Fright, American writer, ll Monsieur Le 
Qv Prince, Paris, france, immediately after World Kar II, and was 
: supposed to be a sponsorship for young writers, artists, and 
poets who were students tn France. At the time of tts 1 
/ several of the students hod nade staterents to the effect that 
the group was "leftist" in the nature of iis discussions. Accord 
to tre ۷۳0۳۲۵۲ و6‎ «right and hts group were the targets of 
attac«s from one Janes Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was a 
student tn Paris. Baldwin attacked the hatred themes of the 


E Wright writings and the attempt of the Franco-American Fellowship 


Group to perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Me shod a." (ty 


5 (J. S. Arry; 100-157)6h-32) 


Cn December 10, 1951, an American citizen, then 
living in Faris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had 
been invited to Join the Pranco-A.erícan Fellowship Group by 
Richard aright, who stared that ihe group was composed of 
"militant persons” ínteres:;ed ín the welfare of the american 

۲ Negro. according to the tnyormant, the niece attended one 
meeting of the erganízation a.d came to the conclusion that 
despite ite denials of Communism, the group espoused the Come 


3 muniset Party line as the girl had known $t in the United States. 


2 20-25715۷-32, | 


9 

on July 28, 1944, the Hew York "Herald ThUbunb V "pubis 
an article entitled "Negro Article Criticized Reds 68 In tolerant 
ta which Bright wus reported to have a tuted thut his Cómmuniot 
Barty membership roughly covered the period from the latter part 
of 1932 or early part of 1933 to 1940, and his early essociction 
with the Communists ín Chicago was broken ín 1937 when, he said, 
he was "ejected" from the Porty. Wright stated that he was rein 
stated ín 1937 and maintained a relationship with the Party unti. 
1940. However, Wright's Rame eppeanred frequently in the "Daily 
Worker" during 1941 and 1942. Fright was reported to be a menbe: 
of the Amertcan Committee to Save Refugees as ef March 6, 1942, 
end on September 18, 1942, he was listed as ene of the officers « 
the League of American Friters edvocating a second front for Eur: 
The American Committee to Save Refugees has been cited as e 
Communtst front by the Spectal Committee on Un-Amerícan setivitt. 
Report ef Mcrch 29, 1944, and the League of American ۲۳ tere has 
been cited as Communist by the Attorney General. 

(6-2; 100-157454-5, 13) 

the August, 1944, issue of the "Atlantic Monthly" 
published an article entitled "I Tried io be a Conmuníst" in 
which Fright discussed his earliest ezperiences cs a Communist 
Party member in Chtcago and touched upon the problems he faced 
tn trying to present his own tdecs to the Party. As a result, 
considerable publicity was given Wright's articles in the "Daily 
Worker" newspaper. In hts column entitled "yew Times," published 
tn the August 6, 1944, issue of the "Daily Worker," Benjanin J. 
Dovís, Jr., referred to Wright and to what he called Wright's 
“public and whclly unjustifiable attack on the Commun tats,” 
Dovís referred to Eright's claim of withdrcwing from'the Communis 
ín 1940, and asked why Wright vat ted until 1944 to make hig 
break public. Davis inquired whom Fright vas trying to tmpress 
and tndiccted that Eright's attitude was a form of super-le/tísn. 


Bright was classified as r during World War II because 
of a Severe psyCho-neurosis. His interest in the problems of the 
Negro wcs almost an obsession. (100-157464-15) 


Bright left the United Stctes Jor France ín May, 1946, 
and there is no indication tn our Files reflecting that he 
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A review of our files reflects that a Securt ty-type 


(f inves tigation was conducted during 1943-1946 on a Richard Nathan 


Fright, who ts identical v 
was born on September 2, 1906, in N.tchez, Mississippi. He 


claims eight years of elementa 
experience as a novelist, playwright, ? 
In 1935 he worked on t j ago and 
eold articles und short stories to magazines. In 1937 he worked 
New York City. At that time he also did 
and became a contributing edito: 
Both of these publications have been cited 
as organs of the Communist Party by the Special Co-mittee on Un- 


American Activities, Report, January 3, 1939. 
(100-157464) 


On March 21, 1942, Wright's name appeared on the list 
of the "Cosmittee to Free Earl Browder,” which wcs published in 
the March و21‎ 1942, tssue of the "People's Voice." fhe "People ts 
Voice" has been cited by the California Committee on Un-Anerícan 
Activities, Report, 1945, as among the publications found "to be 
Communtst initíated and controlled or so strongly influenced as À 


to be tn the Stalin solar system." b), 2 
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3nestión $n the United States. while flirting with 5 
۱ he has maintained & position, 
srned, tantamount to ' m plague on both your 
IGHT hes been close, and although 


political philosophies are much alike, .. - 
;ackground as well a a 


a discreet tie-in with the 
WRIGHT 


— 
ae 


paco IE 


r 


(e M 
` ۳ 


Hees SSE 


۳ 2 ی‎ n 


NAT „„ „ 44774 W ee ** RE x. ^, E LS e ¿ n 

| LM REN DAS. 4 ial ead 

Man WU RIP dc co 
4 1 WS 8 Bers 


a: 


a 7 
* 


2 Avenue Gabriel 


ALL TORA FIO 
BERETS IS URCLASS 
Exot EC Sn 


— 


. 
Paris a4 b : REASON E 


ME or 


sf a Confidential Despat.ch, pre- 
11 tical Section, American bassi, 0 
21, 1952; concerning the above subjects ee 


Following is a copy 


t f jerican Embassy - 


FBI 


— | 


Legel “Attache, 


ur. william A. Crawford, Po 


1 ےک‎ 
` ovt 


1 9 


Ú 
' Wich 
ñ 1 I 


ck! 


e 


“ 


IRURE 
۰ 


v 


» Qva vm — m 
Vicar epis ie ups 


i: 


Pat ees ro D 
B * ‘ 


we 


ep ay 
PURO 


weh 
m riy 
Nie ` 


* y ç; 


(^M 


* 


2 daa. ar, ac: 


e, 
^e 


we 4 ۱ 
í ۳ one te ec S Besa, ET o, ۳ 
i ° ge e eee es o ç À i 
dl T $ © E ° : j 4 ۰ 
49, ۰ 


5 


x 
® 
- : s, 


š ge ae oe : e : 6 و‎ ۰ ° 
ld e 
و‎ 6 š Sew» ee 8 N دسا‎ . % 
. eae @ 
۰ e 
* ° J 8 
9. x — * X. [] 


Essien Q, €v eic Betathuent, aro $5, 97 


* 21-2-72 . 
Tie” MMOL, teres D. j j 
" ek d 2 ; ID `. 


. 
A 
e . š o. ° ¢ . o tee ° `. $43 a T, % 2 e... Es P 
T. - á i y ۳ 
x = ` e š ‘ are e poo NIS aed 
i Far ar Vey Las 't3 Blle ¢ 616600, 
+ ern UNL. ALPolled و‎ 


the er UP war €t ۷۵۱۰ all ò’ ít: 
80 £. n: BLON 6; Che t: 7 
۰ ۱ ter, 20 t ۰ š 


vit. es. Us: tee 
Graner! en 


"Mte voz. wie 


° 
° 


ot wa: 
š 2 بصل‎ ۶ Crem, F. 1. f. P <s vec 
Bec "tau برد هن‎ ent in wy Beko lmotie. e439 
Cc“ eresces, te fee h 


402 
7 : 
a °. 
> È 
E ۰ 
L Aux 
I 
-i 
Ex c Aro 
== ee SET & 
n ^ “f ی‎ : "A oS "s 
1 (ws 1-503 Con. Um t 


EC TIE e£ .. De Oe Contesy Pije 
A > C2" Cetra) beg 2. bey 3t bide 
s 


nh, 2, 124 


— 
A Sem کو‎ SS ن‎ Gp 
۸۸ ۱ 5 K. 

° W K t QI [ ncm aed A 

| === و‎ oy doe we 

RP > سوه‎ ñ - 


(E N nai d i مه‎ A 
۱ ; e. 9 : 9 'e " ; با‎ Ë 3 1 d SECU ee e 
"en? 6 . ۰ . + 1 


۵ January 1:2 
Cos. ° orien yx, ELEN C1€ Zotachuent, arp $*, OF ang, 22-7-523 
e°. a, s ° ۰ Š: s 
ARE + ARTIT, Yachay D, un | — ۱ 
۱ — OBIE sir MATIERE n mem n 8 5 a t AS 
| Berk) with cock 


i : E Un 
tali: daran 6۵6 70 ۳۵۹۵ ans et? 
BR . : `. Š * . رل‎ : tr 


T9 Bapatinr Jj; po rye. PCS eh det amn: t" go. of Pirectert euch 
$132: trie). tert ay ar حون‎ 7 4 
Tenge 


ot Ak an ty E. 


e 


fiv LEENA 12 
"nae Ep ec. 4-111141, €tuary جع‎ e 
Ane 


77.59 8221315 ? Brey * 

T7, 6۳6۰ $z ۵ &A[0tibe decict.q to “Sosy Ulitere* 
ndi moos” over Jr v.22 te 666100 a: 9.«entrit.tor. . 
E Dog ; ۶ Ce Burpiece ef &acorjine, Cpt! e? Jeane.) PATTY, 
"E ۳ Bi مب« مدع‎ 787, tuert 81172 &n? ۱ erii, f. ary, Celebrates Azeri ما 21 دوع‎ . 
ir eritie, viL eva“ t. poten $n duly مه‎ tre tert Fable wrk ef es 4nrrices er 
* ۲ Front Writer, The ۷۳۰۵ #ttr-ctíve Frize v 11 te 6 acntie trip مه‎ AF:: er wry 
- t VF, Ce e5! oz €. ere t. cf viner, . : 


2-2) 


۱ š Jaa Steg > BE 
-fi»'asd uri tert tue t 
8605 -LUY - 


“JT har OF on’ sad 
n رم‎ test onirt fer Br. (fav "Tt, Bee . 
4 2ricas rere, her "PON used by Nele pecs]e tecsere 27 r f 
‘ance en a oke: al Et tn - 1 * 713 : 


(res) 


lc vievr ot r than P er 5 
°  b:e i "sete 626۵66 hip fiert Gs" eres 2 OF i 
€ te rri et & the French regst at t.e tar tft: tiea 6۶ the , 
۵۱ o7 qhe Ceoverasent, E. چم :لد‎ 6۲۳ ۵512 the Pranco- xe رج‎ e Felice’ dp 
6۳ en he)g Jeeturc e, 26۲ ar? ene eBricaler, Ay. A 
6۶ tha ger Cf 1241 ttr» 
aaa te. 


CAP Un & Mer Clocurced i / 
et ۵ PIT arke, € CET عه‎ fin the . ۱ 
tut, Snarr.veh ar Arr? dje net foin Os ET tt, voa 35 0 ۱1 جح‎ wrs 1 
š Eee ° ue ver, ty: 6۰:5 H y. p. ۷:۶۰:۵۰ fe: Frer Ines (Part, et. t flys) 
; Gt the tia dje in tre 2 اج من اه‎ e8: tellosr fp Cro:»; . “¿atr 
v | Tar an 4 t.t. Tur re Men attendee nee sette ase re Orte that, ae 21 
* Mui sa » K«eentinaee* qo i 
pO Xu 2 E i 
— 1 m. res c : 2 66 Centre! ile i 
E 3 = C ¢ Lestra) 28. 2 f. Tr bade 
-. * 


ا 
WUG HF sss‏ 


ne PA I > 
هه‎ > eu. T 
Ó "ç 
3 exar Bf c; 
* K, دی‎ Any ie 722 | 2 
¢ ° = 0 e ۰ @ =e § — 


* 8 3 ° ۾‎ .. 
ROV. poo 9 2 * ۰ 
© ° ۳ e 


۰ ° > 
... e è, 
^5 ° °° 

.. $ 


.. 
9 وه 


ea OC irasez, 
fette .), 
22. I H 

- . (#جفگ‎ 
"s; ly 121° 


B" erehe 
۰ Oria 75 


" 
vec 


odr es, tra- 
42) net te ale 
the 2,577 en- 


"Oy J 
9 0 


#tullv tit e° 
E" ] ۳0 بو‎ 


Po, eee 


A o “tee, he wrr CWA poze © 
1.7. . . fer €^ بل و‎ a-e te el Ur: OF pese, 
Jy ربنم وج‎ fe- 


9۲4۵ 31, Eker ¢ 


. er eas Freese 


MGR, Mebere p, 


' * 


. ٠. SV و چم"‎ wen. ber 2, te 1c11o714- etie 
, Tar L. 9. 7. , A $t tc iati N. 
Be (vi un?! 8 


od. 


--- eg ° terre 
€e22)ec 


Ver. م۰‎ 
hee pg. 


j ` FR ice) Lesu 
* „eo 161-9۰04 ase A9* موم که‎ Tete ewin: . < 
T P ence/;, In ths ep, 26۶ OF kehee ae . ° > P 1۳:۸ مو‎ i 2۰ nte 
۱ Der. Paul firme: وه‎ 2 


5.5 far "reset a w 1te 
1 ی‎ 
x — * t 
= ۱ T fe م وید و‎ 4e مهو وم‎ the? Ronem? 2g the Prea: مج و‎ 
— a 27 Cecene 2, 9 221 2. ite V*177, 'tun "Y 
E 11 10۳ E EY 60-۶۵ :« a^ a 6۵66 =-=tv te ie haje fn ° 
utu nt 2 Vev-7t. 23 ecbemmeticns: ° 57: fer Jem- ۰۳1: 
—.— 
— . Ja €= ente ls; 6:۶۰:49 - ما‎ fa و۰4‎ V? ne the; 
a EC. J are re ۶ car? (fc> اپ وج‎ 86: (۱۵۵ ey Shall le 
x T €o atte: the doy fto r.. . ce E- tre cent ٩ وج‎ ef 
— ` Per 0۴۰6 رو‎ , Check ap Inc leer: مه‎ in. 44 „ee Ficpa, ? 
— . . 
Bes 5 7 *FCüCHPuin- th dat gon Poe ed Fer on tze مه‎ Bc. She 46. 
2 See,, 4: ti attract mor, Lee Patrvar cf (t... aria, 1 Can't هس‎ 2. 
War gene writ, FTE ۰: سح‎ ulerg a wattcr:, Ceo. 
* ۰ 
A. ux 


Ert. ° 
(i=?) 


a 
هو‎ fore 22 


attescantr, er eig: 


ور 


Intern: Neat! erirtioas, @ ar Chane yi eer, 6 acter 
OG Ferre? مه‎ the invit ticar M *liev tore 
2, & feb ane 2 ۰ #دد‎ n. 6 Frenca rasten ES 


ce ave 


Ave tret c° Nee 


, wa: Bhetor:arneg WU, t; 


e tosty 1.7 | هح ؟‎ 
? ri e € 


Ce CUT nr. ganre, 
۲۳۲۶ UFeeneies 21 U (e ft, cons: 


leont’ eyar 


cn Susa, 14 nl ter 47 52, & ect cta: 4 na tr war helg ane the 
e a tran: Pert 97 Ue pe... a orein: مه‎ cea bat: 
0 


cecen er 2۳۶111 مج‎ 
2 47. fc و جرج‎ ۱ e 


Jet ien ef te 


42 Cha ما ده؟‎ fer 
oe? Fr, d 


d^t*-1eite/1,- s, e 


rre Feder Te Sch pe fr Pine y: 


š 8 Phe Otezrch=re vat 
v „ epp) tA 


(67, p . 


7. E 


ue er fcr *Jatelle 
`. á p> ase: Gi- 


* 
te ef s 


2 Ui 


4 
Es $w 


ees 2 


e ^ ° e ۰ ° ° & e vat te °... °6 
۰ ۰ ۰ . ۰ aap gee ۸ ۰ ° .. ۰ ۰ ef 
ai LP eee TRE Wek Gy ۰ $3, Vi -. * e oct ct ها‎ ot % š Tip. Š 


P. * e ü 3 e 6 e 
PA ® e 
è c08 we so A ۰ " ° ٩۰ ۰ 3 denzary af 52 


Region 32, &£th CIC tete cheat, ATO BE, te Ang 22-7-22 


=, 


C^U* Fut m “RIAN FYLDCR RTP. 8 


e „%% gtk 
° 


© ۰ 
۾ `. 


۰ ۰ 5 

s f. 2C ER I 

© ۰ ۰ é ° 

F e ° . e Š Š = 2 ° 
مه‎ 


e ۲ =} . 
مه‎ 3 ۲66۵۰5۰۴ 3551, te fclloviaz safornstion centre ru: ug FUNCT war givens 


The ۲:۲۸: UERICAY ۲۶۱۱۳۰۰: GR U" war er. ar fte alert entirely by ۱ 
Picharé V.: ur, Merica, writer, ML Konrieur Le Prince, PAJK, brance, 14 11. 

* efter the war tex 11), 6n? war d eee te be a ester: zip fer younr writert, 
art ett êê pocte w.o were Giu2ents in Franco. WM, whose worse aro widely 
4 in France an“ have beer trantloted Santo sort Eurczean lune, vas 

A 60526 te be the 9Patroa ef Art” ent arrance teſreet an? effaire Chat were to 


be internetflons) $n elarae ter to effect tbe CA res ef the Azericene and 


۳۳۵ ۳۷۶۰ Ni ٩5۳۲۹۹۵5 cf th- exces, BRITT oft the 
ek Sarerenrat 07/: bez Inez (Ines/CAV4viv*9, 83 Tele Y.T ATE, am 7/1. EE) 
_ were very Frfere q) N £ te younceters, particclerly th eurie erov?, 
من‎ 3 €a-e to (hes Inez / Ri get mary ef the youncstert t farite? thea مه‎ the 


— af ere Chet Che}? ۶۲۵: ۳ AN FILIP GE CF 09۵200۳4 esc’ ar ۵ 
ا ا‎ . wecitsle, ۳۵۹۹۵ end EecEKLa1 pert!et, Tven at K: the, sewer: ef the 
D 2T 669246۱6 arte giatetentrt G the effect thet the gr. r war *Jeftirt? ír the 

=. 31) ture 0f fte diecuezicar ant thet the rte ar wc defende? the trench anc 
tow rien conce-t ef lenocracy were net riven the eee hrariín-t at the "Tzíetas- 


*o...4 ` < [ien lie“ and 2۸۶۳ partisane. deny ef the Social affaire vere Sellorer end 
ES ¿ater (erocially in the last year) mort of € American ftudeats, t» Tale: 


sy 
— 2 creme (icentifiee er Anericane We ere teuriete end RFA, Sarees) bien expleyncc. 
LS NT eni 311 ters (ruler) pesters) have eee ide d. VAT ereun as ons 
„ Ghet $t tere "Jeft* Chas net. The principal . dert of the a PAC 
mS .. ۲-۱2۲۳۳۲1۴ 0*7U- have Lesa icentified as Pichard ۳۲۰۱۲ 67/2417 ۲۲0۵ ۵ 
— ri een M toze Cfficiel, ede ent . kT Ree Ciichy, FAC *, France (fou! 
. em PPR, Uf rican Taprors e=r1leyeo y Pob/S eR, ta^ricas هم‎ coca end 
2o. `°. en-? Ne, Souler of the /*xi etantionsis st? koe sent. lately there bar 
3 been ۵ dec between Che Chor Jote ۲۰ rec mel on? the Wil T group because 


۱ pede Sn fosth Am rican an’ thea id not employ em Of he: $b p: š E. 

۱ Wia ee bie grep have booa Cio torrets ef attecke froz ood Ja e AL ETT, A 
° po: tre writer ww $s à 0۵۵۵۵ $n PATIT, having ecze Over va ۵ ۴ 
° ven 
کڪ‎ 


b 2 v (este? ten (the Chor Joes cruso) for his acvie fsotive fon”, v. ich va: 
Mig E | v Amice ۲۰2۹ هگ‎ cer S. TS attacke tbe date Gere. 


f the Weft ert and the atte pt of the FP: ANCO-/.713CA*. PELL’ 311 GI. UF 
Tm ^ Go perontuste "Uncle To; Literature ۱۵۱۵۵ ven the an hie ecae for a mere 
i E ereilt ie an? aselytica1" esproach tc te Ane-ican Retro Tyrotüar,. . 


GA 
2 z 2 02.30 'ecezter 39, ee let Era "T 3 میج‎ Jt re, 1 
EHS e Jirin: et fota) Crystal, 25 kun ft. cencit, TAI, Frenee, wclunteered Uv 9 
4 -5 & Zeollowing $fnforvation $o Gu: etance: (eont!nue) 4 
Ow. : a 
S > z š "mo & = mq. BD. 2 3 ert Central File "y 
Á P prn ۹ 3 = 616 Ceatrsl ۰ . .2 = Sor. 31 bids 
: N ee | 
ج‎ 5 ۵۵ 5 79 6 -X 4. PR Sus ,, 


۱ EC. ۱۱ 
و‎ siad ^ — Aot -/5 7 YL 22, وم‎ tre ۳ 


age STEP nipari OEN E s. D. 
¿Uy ی ۳۹ ان‎ s 
mt دوش ی سر‎ 


Lo o 


` (oe A. sss e UA ; nii . 
Us AA PEOR . pea Ç 
F. ۰ t B obe Me. É yai sk terit ر‎ e AY 
Saar FF — woe M UN — ورین‎ , ost, Nino EDI و‎ 
aT e oder Ti TAs N r Nera 
Á ono aa t` b i 7 e ç 9?9 9 Sena g 
وه‎ e 7. ¢ e+ > ce 
peu e lead set š LUTE, CUA HS ۾“‎ ° 
N © 0 . f; B din e ۰ 
uw. 9 6۶ >° ` e £ ° ° 
(Fes Y e I og F 


We 
2, tet elel a 3.121 tans 
58: end ¿amr Go 


Cl, froa 
Father than | 
grec» thet Certainly 
er $t $a the Uni 


tac tates, 
barg ری‎ OF the poetinre anc Chat 
aA our مه‎ Eect "geha 


(P£) 


— 
5 
^ 1 


pev * 


+A 


° 
- 
° : ° - ۰۰ 
۰ ° - $ ۰ » ° ° e e sf teen, 
Ss e 
2 * ç 90 
A 2. 
` 


@tmelurs 


re MUSS. 


3 ec Castres Fide 
TI: e Beg. zz م42‎ 


$e an art siren 
verelty of fue: 


t 
۰51۶4 Line at Che مر وج‎ hac be 
E‘ Tr etater that 


^ Miete Vr gebe 
et 


2 anc has bean هه‎ 
ailece firr: eerte to FAIS, Ghe war invi 
STIP Ct; op by پر مد وا‎ 2:0۳, who etate 

„uten ۶۶۲۷ 5۶ atere 
Gtregrad thot the 
° Sttentes ene Pret 
mec atre Lee Reetín 


t- € 609401 e? ig wm 
Gfvosssd the 


2 ۱ 
2 et ° 

m=” 2 ` 
—: N BEORADIE UNCLASSIFIED 
æ r ° ON WA A G G 0 
Iu. 4 CDR U31: SCOM FOIP 


Ni. 
à Mr. 


M» 


» 
t 
۰. 20 Nà 
1 


4 e Bo, rc Ca. g ۱ 
RIGA. ۳۵۰ Ce contend det SCC nui y eU 


bo MEN ALL EY A ie i z 
vua ETS ` ھی کلم‎ — aa o. EDS 3 رم‎ 
É ME rut * ae ا‎ CE SSW 


š T. 
* | a 
Arrited States Bepartmei_ _. SEE 
ventigati 
Washington, B. C. 


‘Federal Burrau of Art 


Liaison Office is. 
Heidelberg, Germany LOWE, jn 


February 4, 2 


SEGRET = ARVY COURIER 
Director, PBI 


re 


ed یو‎ gag en c 7 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C -2 


^ 
e UI 3S 
D 
bureau's information is one copy of M "i 
nment report dated January 3, 1952 re. (e 
Also attached is one copy of ۲ ۱ 
952, also prepared by kegion 1X, re- *. p 
Sani zer of the Captioned group, One 
se reports is being furnished to the LEGAL, one £ 
a copy of tnis letter, ELO 
M oS EAQUE 
‘ ` ۱ No further action is contemplated in this matter by E 5 = 
^ a | | CIC but any additional information whicn may be reçeived will be | re one 
53 d K 8 forwarded, — 2 ul 
5 
i, N E AN 
ی‎ 


ÐNÍILNO 
84014 


NM 


Na 


ds KE SKOAN ` N 
| foe fu PP. P 2 E 
RECORDED -159 “Pare Bate 


MAR 13 1959 


. . D ۰ e , à š 1 
APIS a 25 c 
. ' MET J (952, ۱ Oe / 572 £ o... 
WRIGHT, 4.129 | 


cw : ۳ e i © 
K ` E ۱ : @ 
BAC, New York (100-1167) February 19, 19: 
irector, FBI. (100-157l6h). 2 J ERE 
V. O. RECORDED اک‎ 
^ — a RICHARD WRIGHT : 


S SECURITY MATTER73 @ C 


Transmitted herewith 1s a copy of a letter dated 


Jmuary B, 1952, with enclosures, from tho Bureau's Liaison 22 
Office, Heidelberg, Germany, f 4 


This is for your information, 


@ 


WEIGHT, R, 120 


Sr‏ ی 


4-750 (2-7-79) 7 


XXXXXX 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Bm Š E a 
j d 


Pags); withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where E 
indiŠated, explain this deletion. | 


C] Deleted under exemption(s) 


with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 


Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


U 


In formation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[7| Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) Cerdtral adel i 
& Ene , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


—— ———— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


sans the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):‏ سس 


L] For your information: 


pa The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


۱۵۵۰۱57۷۰4 ۰0 ۱ 


** o ي‎ 


DELETED PAGE(S) ax, 
NO DUPLICATION FEE & 
FOR THIS PAGE X E 


BI/DOJ 


WRG HT, 4 | | | 


۱ R ۱ = z ۳ wes £ , 
. VER 
7 
1 - E V STATE 
E ری‎ 
q ۰ 


„ a (FORMATION 


r 
Cts. 


FROM: 
Qu e bosrector, Federal Berean of "VERB m 


TYPE OF INFORMATION DESIRED 
DJ All information 
um Derogatory 


NAME OF ORGANIZATION 


REPLY 


C) Material attached 


[ No record NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPONSORS OR AFFILIATED ORGARATER — 


LJ No derogatory information 


LJ Other 


— 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


í ك‎ a 8. 8. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE a 


AN E 98 7 ‘a | 9 0 | 
„ y | ° | & December 3951 
XD Region Il, 65th CIC Botaeiment, APO ge BS amy Pile, Fey 


M 
5 


5». 
T 
"AT o 
m Ptr. 
AM 


Rx 
DB 
y 


71.7 V 


: 21» ۵ merber of the American Society ef MS and Publishers (ASCAP) 
end covera) o cel @axposer groupe which lè mentioned $n the course ef 
5 t the $126 n ho first planned bis trip 


period ef gears when the 
en the day prior to the 


ettitude ef the Geoup; be wes ted tut th 
be should core verse e, 
bin to be used ger a trip, 


. "as: to the fact thet be personu) letter 
Ut. &bout seoce subversive ectivities of the Groups to which he belonred. SOURSE 
— red that ít had peened to hin thet EUT, hustand ef ene of the Andrew 


Sisters, had Bude a great effort to "push" ne eaxposers who were Russian 
end others who were Very pro-Cocrurist, SOLFSE gs of the opinion that funds 
paid to Russian composers هه‎ euch was every geod ever to transfer dollar 


of «T | 
pA ops 


M these pro-Com-unist members of the Composers, A lot more of the mme tenor 
— es followed, 
= ° ج‎ * . | 
— < Gg Then SOURSE stated that after reaching France he had used the American Express 
E-S Sis è wailing address, Forihersore, he hed asked ene (1) ef the Prerch girls 
ra = و‎ if 3 
5 who worked at the American Express to give personal attention 6 mail so 
S thet ft would be Forwarded to his ene plamed trip to KOI, arrived 
2 > 2 $n Frente $n June, went to in Augsut, end had been in 
ECE ~ Ames ly since Se ptebe r.) Stated Chit he had arrenged to meet the z 
* 5 9 Ë girl and to make a financia] brrTangenent with her en Mon: Je 26 Wovezber 1952; 
however, en Priday er 6: turddy, 23 er 24 Nov $1, Richard SRICHT med held a 
z 
š s š ۱ (continued) ° 
oc de Nqs,, EUCOM COM 2 d à = CIC Central file ۱ 


É . u& ۵ = CIC Central Beristry 2 = Reon N file UR 


SECURITY INFORMATION 


COO A. p > -.. s Ww 
. paa feh- bed, 


WRIGHT, R.134 


e e» @ + ° ° 
Ue UC) Um Uer Uo —— SOS gp eU» CDPD — ay e ap 


Anited States Bepartment nf Justice 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
Washington, 2. C. 


Ë: xij d 


Liaison Office 1 


Heidelberg, Germany CONFI TIAL " 


January B, 1952 SEDET - ARMY COURIER vat 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inveztiation 


Í Fo: George A. VanNoy 


بنیز 
Subject:‏ اون ”> 
2 


exh! 
N a 


WE 
= 0 


Attached for the Bureau's infromation and for the information ۱ 
the Legal Attache, Paris, France Gre two copies of a report dated M 


December 4, 1951, prepared by Region 66th CIC Detacnpent whith sets M de 
I out information furnished py B W x 
bID per Army 

Ene 18. 0 ۱ 


cc — Paris (encl.) 


SECURITY MATTER - 


CLASS. & EXT. By. A 

RE" SON - FCIM ۱۱ 1295 - gU 

DATE OF RIT, KF - 27. 
"ep, 


` 


dI l la. eh INFOPHTIÓN CONTAINED wa € 
| 205 ۱ THIS TOW a TOTPILD f y 7| 


C. : ۳۹ ee 
1 < pa š * 4 d * Š ES i 


۱ š C 0 CONFMENTIAL C 
we\ 6 97, A, 7383 


` 4 مخ مد سره ود El‏ 


— mete س‎ 
- . 0 e 


W: ۳ e 3 2.4% "m 8 
) Pes s ca i> ۵ ۵ . Pos diu. a. 


SOI dtd & Dec $1; Reg 11, 66th CIC Dot; 
SUM, | 


WOE evera) tines, 


2. 90۳5۲ seemed ofacere and munded much more coherent than the written pe- 
port eem.» to indicato, SOUPRSE volunteered the Lern. Men, explaining thet he wes 
Seek u &oney er any Peruneration but wanted te do his pe trie tie Guty. 
One thing seezed Strange = that wos the ant-Sezetie Chine of his ede deren ts, 575 
SOURSE referred to Col, MCCOPMICK as a “greet American® and expressed 
OPF revel ef the editer 4s) polieies ef tut section ef the Arerican preso, per 
SOURSE seemed to be well versed $n the attochnert ef various persons to 
Comunist groups and prozised that any proof ef the etetecents er suspicions Ar 
which he gould ebtein would be gladly given to Military Intelligence, ny 
3. Departoent ef Veterans Affairs, US Fats is, verified thet there 15s 
for fors er one Ga ik Kt en put mere te 

L . 


for inform, tion, 


4. It is possible رن‎ Bay have à mental quirk" which would account 
for the etterrt of the Society of Co-zosers to keephiz $n America, Tet a 
Bord to the Passport section would have &ccozplíshed this, Intriguing Es tter 
and the Information goven reference 69 ties 1n with the @rigirs l Anf orra tion, 


2 = CIC Central Pile 
2 = Region IX Pile 


& - H38., EUCOM Cou 2 
2 = 626 Centra) Registry 


REGRADID ure seg, 
ON Au IG ff. 
by SEE. Ue. f: CNM FOPO 


Auth Pera 1603 0005200, 1% SECURITY INFORMATION 
ae Ve ea à , 
i * t. 
: VAIGHT , e 136 &e ۳۳ ره یعس‎ ` 


cmg — eres yv e (s ° . 9 C» gam 
FEREDE 3 


۱ 7 y, Faerie as he hac 
, Sargedly because ho he &ot paid his Pent; he Swe the explanstion that checks 


$e Wulf ۱, * ۰ 


` ۷" V 
2 * 


B T 


>. e ° , e "I de % e 8 3 e XS 9 „„ „. 
^ @ e 2 e. هه‎ „ b ‘o ۰ 


— š eme .= es *@ af ۰ . (ote A. SINGH FOE, . 1 „ 

DTE pe wt: E) 

eem š i q” : °° ° a ^ 

` ° x TET I G , 

E و‎ u$ e° 

M. - 

aM - 

PAX E š 

reds ۱ Je E * 

2: 3 4 ene dee : "ye ng V doy invitation 

= توس‎ š> rench wean exployee rican Express 

a ` She told SOURSE hst the meeting was اه‎ qo ] obe e not 
x ۶  bolonr but hud @nly eme Gut ef deference to sted that he 

- $ “had edserved the See ting and the te bed been 

- 2. Gt reread} SOURSE exe 

Eo e ite 

2 — ta ted that the Prencn 1 
A t 1t vould be 


g 
&t the See ting had probably 
) et that he 4s Considered 4 » دوم‎ 
— 


det know u this @uld nave 
.- IT would have been in an ides} Position to 
UT ON and ira, ROBESON and at ene 
r 4 getting a seript sold st the bap 
3 


and offered $t te the 
Warner seript depsrtaent but asd been told that “he &h ev ig 


í my 
CER At- led thet ۲۲۵۵۱۲ had made & picture in South America early this year Ar 

ince bas lost e lot ef poney pre2otinr a dance group, WIZCHT hud asked 
to write cee mu 

oup his fortune, 
& his US eitisenship and 
š ceive the whole=hespted 
8 

E 

O 


16 IEE 


A ZZ" 15221 


AY) 


= Mode wes thet his susie Ges being played ín 
2n 9 france and tht the Prench apencies had been paying royal the American 

۴ 561617 of Cocresers for twenty (20) years ín his ec eount, exp) که‎ re d 

z È ot hie trip to England was to Spend the royslties whieh uld not be 
: en fron Gut eountry (in excess of @enty=ei ght (ae) pounds sterling), - 
3 ans ROTES; I | i 7-6 
-f X 
8 
3 has 
4 x (continued) d s * A | 

+ & = Hse, cc coy Eccc . . à e CIC Central Pile I „ 
de cic Central Registry 2 = Re هل‎ IX Pile 


SECURITY یج‎ 


cu FORMATION ۱ 
0 A 


۱۹۱ 
. am m m ۱ 
o o GD cocum cup Gh em qa © o cp. GS ; 
۰ gg. oo 


5 — 
/ „ > 2 
iv KI 6/7, BP. ASS 


— t eam em». . 
 — — 


. d | Z ⁄ ۱ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation AR 


Anited States Department of Justice 55 
Washington, A. C. I Es 
uly 20, 1945 : Pá 
oM pwe p: 


c/o General Delivery 


v Los Angeles, California 
. Dear Sir; QV 
Ie This will acknowl 


edge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945 
N with enclosures, 


one T» pete e hay | ۱ 
Me The material which you have submitted has been carefully noted, and 
—— I want to thank you for your intorest and courtesy in writing to this Bureau, 


In the event you receive additional information which you believe 
to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate with 
ne i the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States 
IU Department of Justice, 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California, 
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E with enclosures. 


This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945, 


The material which you have submitted has been carefully noted, and 
I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in writing to this Bureau. 


In the event you receive additional information which you believe 
to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to commnicate with 
the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States 


Department of Justice, 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California, 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr eu Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureay 
Washington, D: Co 


Dear Sir: 
L-kayve looked oy 


I consider this 


than anaz 
Wes dur ig Ju 


with vivid picturizatiom, im "Life" Magazine; and im September 29th issue ¢ 
3 "Liberty" Saz fine, there was a condensation of the book--with Special men. 
tion on tke front eover of the magazine, 
— 3 
EM By strínge iromy, this issue of "Liberty" whieh Contained tke Condensati 
d of the r cially inflammatory book "Blaek Boy"---éisplayed on the front eore 
775 of the gaz 1 86 the ۳16 ture of a returning United States soléier greeti ۱ 
n ue of Liberty in Kew York karbor, g 
E: that the Regro called Rickard Wright actually wrote the book, i; 
=] is n tkat all tke Publieity given to the book ís being ۴ 1128176 ede! 
1 by . organization-efcr Propaganda purposes: to fan- the flame 
* seditious discontent, How Hit ke is et alive) musi 
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E this suepieion, in Case you should deem it advisable to invest 
“and the financing of its 


extensive publieity..(and the end does 
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| I am remembering that the plan of evil 
Rated 5004 is--sti11-.to "divide and 


yal Americans, 


done by the F.B.I. in detecting and eradicating crime. With best Wishes for 
nition of your most valuable activities, I am 
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oa. oe John Edger over, Director, Fedaral Bureau of investigation 
* RICHARD WKIQET | | 


\ 2 Attached for your inforr&tion 16 a 
September 2i, 1945, received froa 
kallas, Texas, 


۴ This letter is being referred $o you as a matter of possible 
pice Te interest. 


Enclos 


ec-ássistant Attorney Oeneral Herbert Wechsler ub 
War Division 
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Dulles, Texas . 
fnis will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 
September 27, 1945. 


The content of your letter has been carefully noted, and I 
want you to know that your interest and oourtesy in writing to this 
Bureau are very Buch appreciated, Also I want to thank you for the 
coiplirentary remarks concerning the work of this Bureau. 


In the event you receive &dcitional information which you : ae 
believe to be of interest to the FEI » I want you to feel free to p tee 
Communicate with me or the Special Agent fn. Charge of our Dallag s 


E: جح‎ Field Division located at 1318 Kercantile Bank Building, Dalles, Texas. ^ 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK NY ru no. 100-4167, 


ES DATE WHEN MADE ee eke | "eror MADE BY 4 
Poil. Sad š D. b 


4^ * 


. RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT + ^y SECURITY MATTER - C : 
Sa 2 Oe CR s d M 287 É 0 m d ۱ E: . P. 
Li SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject, negro, resides 82 Washington Place, NYC. 2 


Free lance writer, presently working on novel. gency os -L 
Left U.S. for France, May 1946, with return <” وت‎ REC - 
for Sept. 1946. Reason for trip unknown, BorrgE?' E 
>. 9/4/08, Natchez, Miss. Broke with CP due to BY 
2 . failure to recognize and deal with problems in. 
7 t». x la society. " ` Miet ** 
ca 2-f-Y b lin i m | 
E „ : = Pt = 
Caf! ee EE. 39 -: Ee 
REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-157464 ee ee. 
— Letters to Bureau, 2/26/45 and 4/17/45 
Bureau letter to SACs, #28, 1946 Series, 3/12/46 


ET Bureau letter, 5/7/45 


DETAILS: The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street, 
° ` Brooklyn, New York, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the 
۱ >  Subject's address was apartment 3, 82 Washington Place, New . 
York City, where he resided with his wife. This file also contained a letter 
dated Ápril 14, 1946, wherein WRIGHT advised he planned to leave the United `- C 
States on May 1, 1946, for a period of three months ín France. The reason 1 
for this trip was not given in his letter. - om E e m etd b 


=: 
Pd 


8 0 ote Was t 
"Black Boy". At the present time he is writing a novel, but the completion AJ I 
. date was unknown. It was learned that the subject had left the United States 
. for France around May 1, 1946, and it was believed he would return to this 
country in September of this year. ‘The reason for the subject's trip was not 
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pirector, FBI DATE: ۰ June 18, 1946 Y 
New York | | ۱ ۱ a “See ; 
RICHARD NATHANTEL WRIGHT; | - 1 l 
SECURITY MATTER - O | o | Ç 
Reference is made to the report of Special Agent, Bes ted P 7 
New York, June 18, 1946, wherein it was set forth that the subject ` m s AE 
Is presently in France where he intends to remain until September, 1946. GA 3 
= lj 5 
۱ In view of this fact, instant case is being reopened and KAY, 
placed in a pending inactive status in order that the subject's residence p N 
and activit be checked upon his return to the United States. JW MSS 
ALL ۷ | oe 
ALE INFORMATION CONTAINED — Boy AD XR 


RÀ اس‎ — 
— 


Mipeen 


Š rAMDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT: 
| p ERG 


7 P. 
0 SUBJECT 
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CE . Ñ , V v 

OQN 1002267, | 2 ûl f ehe 
مر‎ UNDEVELOPED LEAD - | mE 
NEW YORK ۱ ۱ ۱ 

At New York City, N. y. ne 
Will verify subject's residence and ascertain his activities 

upon his return to the United States from France, presumably in September, 
1946. If Possible, secure the subject's reason for his trip to France. 


. * aja H 
š ۳ 


mentioned 


3 i 


As previously reported, the records of Selective Service 


Board #178, reflected that the subject is negro, and was born September 


4, 1908, at Natchez, Mississippi. 


A review of the file of the subject reflected that he isa 


| negro writer, who previously wrote for "New Masses" and "Daily Worker", 


In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the colored ` 
people, besides writing skits and stories 4n a similar vein. He wrote two 
&tticles for "Atlantic Monthly" for August and September, 1944, entitled 

"I Tried To Be A Communist", The theme of these articles appeared to be 


that he broke with the Party because they were unable to recognize him as 


a friend. The articles did not seem to attack the Communist Party as revo- 
lutionary, but attacked it because of the failure of individuals in the 
Party to property recognize and al with problems in society. 


The indices of the New York Field Division reflected no 
further information concerning the subject. . 
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DATE: February 19, 1947 
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Bureau letter dated September 5, 1946 and to 
dated June 18, 1946 at New York in 


ER. SAC, New York‏ مد 


a 

SUBJECT: RICKARD NATHANIEL "RIGHT 

` ae SECURITY MATER =C ` 
Bureau file 200-1 5764 


Reference 13 ma 
the report of Special Age 
the above entitled case 


RICHARD WRIGHT left the United States for Franos in May 1946 and 
&t the present time, it is not known when he intends to return i 
In the February 1, 1947 edition of "THE NEW LEADER", an anti-Communist publication 
of the Social Democrats, appears an ar cle entitled, "AN INTERVIET WITH RICHARD 
WRIGHT", This is a translation of an article under the same title that appeared 
recently in BIE NELTWACKE", & weekly journal published in Zurich 
WRIGHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro pr 
sentment of racial discrimination in the United States, 


Inasmuch as no information has been developed indicating Communist 
activity on the part of WRIGHT since he severed connections with the Communi st 
Party and further in view of the 
for some time, this case is being 


In view of the Sub ject's past activities, it is believed that the 
security index card in this case should not be cancelled, 
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( SAC, New York 


Director, PBI 


Your office is 


Subject in the Communi st field closely upon his return from Fran 
investiration, 9very effort should be made to obtain admissible evidenoe tendir 
to prove the 8ubJjeot s membership in, or af 


filiation with, the Comm 
In the event you are unable to develop such 


further Considerati 
should be riven the advisability of cancelling the Seo 
individual, 
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DATE: January-19, i 1948 


52 
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rance of 
۱ unist Party, and hig public criticism of its 
policies during 1944, he has not engaged in any 8; that, 
infact, &ccording to information submitted by subject. 
was definitely not of a Marxist frame of mind 


critical 
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ecurity index Card maintained 
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SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT; 
SECURITY MATTER - C ` 


his connections With the Com 


comments he made concern 


In view of the fore 
at this time for the 


subject by the New York Office. 
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Director, I | 
reos Park February 3, 1948 


RICHARD KATHARIEL WRIGHT; 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


Your File 100-41674 
In accordance with your recommendation, the Becurity Index Card 


relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are 
| ney, &uthorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file. 
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July 20, 45 


4 
ies of enclosures, received from 
Los Angeles, California. This letter has 


SE ber 


$7903 s M. McInerney 
Acting Head, Criminal Division " 
John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investi gation 


your information is a copy of a letter dated 
45, together with photostatic cop 
E care of General Delivery, 


LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
ALL INFORI FIED 


RICHARD WRIGHT 


Attached for 
19 


been acknowledged. 
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autobiography 


GEORGE KARGER * e p e 


E 


things that happened to him could have happened to many 
boys brought up in dire poverty anywhere. But Richard was 
more sensitive and articulate thun most. He was also black = 
and brought up in the South. This is what makes Black Boy X 
not only a brilliant autobiography but a powerful indictment E 


< 


of u caste system which is one of America’s bigyest problems. -~ 
On the following pages LIFE presents a picture-dramati- > 
zation of Richard Wright's Black Boy. None of the nctors in 3 


AFE’s story has pny connection TTA the bo 
| 4 a {CONTINUED on nit I PAGE 87 


IM 
0 


4 


i 
1 
i 
| 
$ 
4 
wy 


4 Wer 
Photographs for LIFE by 
pluck Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year- 
old Negro named Richard Wright who, in 1940, wrote 
Native Son. That novel, which placed Wright umong Amer- 
icu’s most gifted writers, was it bitter, fictional account of a 
Negro’s revolt against the life imposed on u Negro in the North. 
Black Boy (Harper, $2.50) isa bitter, true story of u Negro boy's . 
struggles against the life imposed on his race in the South. 
Richard Wright was born on a Mississippi plantation und 


reired by a funaticully AS jous grandmother. 5gni« Xa 


» e 


x awkins, Rev. | usséll a 
uey Long Praised | 


Colored men and women formed part of a tense picket 
tine outside of Philharmonic auditorium Monday night, dem- 
onstrating against the use of the hall by Gerald L. K. Smith, 
leader of the America First movement. 


. Despite the picket line, however, and despite numerous 
protests to the management from 
prominent individuals and organiza- 


tions, Smith was permitted to speak | 
and to make unsubstantial, fascist | 
charges before an audience of 3,000. | 


ROOSEVELT DENOUNCED 
The America Firsters declared 


Ant Rev. Clayton D. Russell, pas £ 
tor of the Peoples Independent zt 
Church of Christ, is guilty of un- * * 


American activities. The same — 2—72 E. z 


charge was leveled against August | 
y. Hawkins, Los Angeles Assembly- 
man, co-author of the California 


Fair Employment Practices Com- 
mittee, and against Herbert Sorrell, 
actor 


The late President Roosevelt, Sec- 
retary of Commerce Henry Wallace. 
Charles Chaplin and Langston 


lowed to appear oa a college cam- 
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u- "Black Boy" Not 
Picture Of Negro ۱ 


time. 
jn the slums 33 
but a life time. 


boys an A 
been those that : : 
eee extent al my age, hi this I I 
thirty years. — n all my experi- the sS insa : 
black American, I've eie, 
own a black child like 
t Richard Wright paints 
book, "Black Boy.” 
' like “Native Son.” 
oyel. Its purpose is 
to uncover the deplorable condi- 
tions under which our children 
exist, thereby stimulating correc- 
i . The objective is 
I hope but "Black 
Boy" does not represent the aver- 
age life ۶ te Negro child in 
America. 
On nearly every corner on o i 
neighborhood there was 8۰ 
As a child I Temer" gem Q 
“drunks” staggering `- — 
heard their vile lr ^ 
never saw à gin? 
the placet or 7 
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had develop 
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& ۱ duly 1, 1945 


have received your letter of July 1, 12l5, and appreciate your‏ 1 ا 
à interest ín making the observations contained therein available to me,‏ 


In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be 
of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation please feel free to 
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles 
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, 
California, telephone Madison 72l2. 


— Sincerely yours, 
5 John Edgar Hoover 
| Director 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice 
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I have received your letter of July 1, 19l5, and appreciate your 


interest ín making the observations contained therein available to me, 
In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be 
of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation please feel free to 
communicate directly with the Special Agent ín Charge of our Los Angeles 


a Field Division whose address is 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, 
ME California, telephone Madison 721. 


_ Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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PUBLICATIONS OF RICHARD WRIGHT 3 2E : 


IUE Enclosed herewith for such consideration as you may deon riste 

4 is @ co of a conmnication received by this Bureau fro 

Eg — e Angales, California, The letter of 
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occ = Assistant Attorney General 
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Dear Sir 


U 

Wc are writing you people in hope you will be able to have Ñ< 
books like black boy and also Native Son by the Negro Richard Wright 
baned as he is spreading race hatred and causeing disunity. If you Ne ۷ 
<=: ` will look through the mans books you will see how he rant and reve like — 
ce = š a mad man, It is terrible and also;he use to much filthy expressicns p 
S | the wi.ite writers don't do that so why should he. 80 for the sake of 
a. unity please have his bocks baned. They are doing no good and a lot of 
"1 s har Te — 


— ` ۰ 2 
— If the kegro author cant write A book without tryíng to fi tir ۰ 
Ew up race hetred between the white and colored folks it will be better 

for the» to not write at all. 
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(hat The People Say 


uttering ' 
leaves me groping in the darkness. heel. Š 
Negroes do feel deeply! Could Leavin 
they have given America folk mu- later, 1 
sic otherwise? It is agreed that ment in 
our masses education. toward 
Through education they will ar- two be 
rive. But I believe that the way cific, o- 
of life of the Negro, tbe humble own yoi 
folk, with the white humble folk, in the 
is the only redeeming factor in these fx 
America. It's the humble soul that + 
makes life livable anywhere. It is whose o. 
he who offers a helping hand in tor saw 
the time of trouble; it is he who of the L' 
practices the golden rule; it is he In son 
who doesn't clamor for wealth and ashamed: 
position, (the shallow  posses- bit sorry 
sions) . . . In happy contrast to nois. ° . j 
the materialists, the  capitalists, oy + 
the exploiters, he makes a pretty Lauds I 
picture. It is he, the meek soul, For F 3 
black and white. who will one day FOF Ff‘; 
inherit the earth—Ruth Apilado, lam. 
Maywood, Ill, page of 7 
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tenderness, love, honor, loyalty," 
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toxicants at the early age of six. 

There isn't &ny question about 
the undemocratic practices in 
America, It doesn't matter if one 
js a resident of the North or 
uth, as Black Boy was, the flar- 
ing discrepancies between the 
ideals and the realities are suffi- 
cient to floor the idealist and 
ghock the realist. But it is hard to 
imagine a life like Black Boy's. It 
seems that someone would have 
come into the picture to redeem 
our faith in human-kind. Perhaps 
“Black Boy” is that character. In 
the face of all the circumstances a 
flicker of ambition kept within 
him. He even possessed the “for- 


ichar rignt has little pride 


in his own people for he says: 

“Whenever I thought of the es- 
gential bleakness of black life in 
America, I knew that Negroes had 
never been allowed to catch the 
full spirit of Western civilization, 
that they lived somehow in it but 
not of it. And when I brooded 
upon the cultural barrenness ot 
black life, 1 wondered if clean, 

ositive tenderness, love, honor, 
oyalty, and the capacity to re- 
member were native with man. I 
asked myself if these human qual- 
ities were not fostered, won, 
struggled and suffered for, pre- 
served in ritual from one genera- 
tion to another.” 

As I reflect about the human 
qualities of Western civilization, 
] wonder about the “positive ten- 
dernes” of the whites. Could 
there be much genuine feeling 
within the hearts of a people who 
could stand by and permit condi- 
tions such as exist in “Black Boy” 
to prevail? What kind of people 
are these who kept others in slav- 
ery. freed them in name only, 
tried to make sure that they didn't 
become enlightened through edu- 
cation, signed restrictive cove- 
nants to keep them living in the 
slums, maintained the idea of 
white supremacy” The only “gen- 
uine passion” that ] ever saw ex- 
hibited was the unleashed spirit 
that moved the mobs to lynch. 

How hollow are the memories 
of white America that send Gold 


. Star mothers over to Europe to 


T 


vist the graves of their fallen 
black sons in Jim-Crow trans- 


rts! How holfew. are the mem- 
ories of white America that maine 
tain a Jim-Çrow army and navy 
in the seconà World War. Where 
is this grand é«mpassion of West- 
ern civilization?N This "emotional 
strength, this "clean, positive 
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pex. 
E. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ag United States Bepartment of Justice 
E Washington, ñ. C. 
eT July 6, 1945 
— Los Angeles, C Pd j 2 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 18, 1945, 
iam with enclosure, 

The material which you have subaítted has been carefully reviewed 
TD and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in writing to this 
Sat e Bureau, 
t In the event you receive additional information which you believe 
A" to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate 


directly with the Special Agent, in Charge of our Los Angeles pield Division 
att us which is located at 900 Security BIS. Los gelek 135 Californie | 
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duly 6, 1945 


Los Ángeles, California 


This will . receipt of your jab dated June 18, 1945, 
with enclosure. 


The material which you have subaitted has been carefully reviewed 


and I want to thank you ۶9۳ doar 3۳۳9۳ AAN Ri 
Bureau. 


In the event you receive additional information which you believe 
— to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate 
— directly with the Special Agent ín Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division 
eee which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 


Director 
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I desire to acknowledge your letter of June 22, 19l5, with enclo- |‏ 
L‏ 


You may be assured that the content of your communication has been 
very carefully noted and I want to thank you for your interest ín commmicating 
with ms. | 


: Yf in the future you should obtain information which you feel is 

ned of value to this Bureau, please feel free to communicate directly with the 

Pole Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is located at 
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, Californis. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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It enough such books 
are written, if enough 
millions of people read 
them, maybe, someday, 
] there will be a Breater 
understanding and a 


more true democracy." 
` —Orville Prescott, 
. Times 


Í By RICHARE 
. Author ‘ative Son 


z “A deeply disturbing document 
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۱ ruary a ey 5, it is eved that 


i John Edger Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
NJ 5 e | 

"Ed RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT 

+ SECURITY MATTER = C 


Reference is made to your letter of April 17, 1915, in the ab 
captioned matter, : — 


— — 


d Css 


of the subject toward the Negro 


othe preparation of a Security Index 
\ 


Card in this case. 


You may consider this letter as the Bureau's app 
recommendation and you should place a Security Index Card in your 
this time, 
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4 T Director, FBI DATE: April 17, 195 

E 

— FROM : SAC, New York | 
SUBJECT: RICHAPD NATHANIEL WRIGHT - 

en SECURITY MATTER - C | 

a (Bureau File 100-1576) 

= Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureaù dated February 26, 

E 19l5 in the captioned matter wherein it was pointed out that in view of the 


TE subject's public break with the Communist Party, he is no longer being carried 

E as a key figure by the New York Field Office, but that a Security Index card 
on him was being maintained by this office. This statement was made in error 
in view of the fact that although the New York Office recommended to the 

Bureau by letter dated June 28, 19, that a Security Index Card be prepared on 
the subject, no authorization was actually received by the Bureau to prepare 
such a card. . ' í 


Therefore, no Security Index card is being maintained in the New 
York Office on the subject unless contrary advice ís received from the Bureaus 
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phis and in the rural slums . ana of 
Mississippi near Jackson. His father deserted 
his mother, so the poverty he knew was double 
the usual lot. The two dominant influences of 
his childhood were hunger and fear, a gnawing 
hunger that kept him weak and half-starved and 
a fear that grew and multiplied and filled his 
entire life. He feared his mother's anger, the 
whippings of his uncles and aunts, the abuse of 
other children, ghosts, white men with their in- 
explicable and capricious cruelties, fear itself. 
Terror was his companion night and day, violence 
the norm of all experience. Foul language and 
foul habits, ignorance and superstition, primitive 
religious fanaticism surrounded him on all sides. 
The proud, sensitive, intelligent child looked up 
from below at a grotesque, outrageous world. 
Some of the evils he knew were caused by 
poverty and ignorance alone and would not have 
been much different in Ireland or Iran. But 
even these evils were intensified by the shib- 
boleth of color and many others were caused by 
race alone. Mr. Wright's uncle was murdered 
by a white man and no one dared even to protest. 
A boyhood acquaintance was lynched. He learned 
to be servile and obsequious, to say "sir" to 
drunken and contemptible white men, to con- 
ceal his thoughts and emotions beneath a mask 
of humble good humor and deference. Not to 
do so, to forget the "sir" or the “mister,” to 
aspire to learn a skilled trade, to show resent- 
ment of gneers, condescension and abuse, was 
to invite trouble.“ And trouble could mean death. 


Author Distorts Bleak Story 


“Black Boy” only takes Mr. Wright into his 
late teens when he escaped to Chicago. His ex- 
periences there and in radical politics will doubt- 
less be material for another book. It could con- 
ceivably be &n intellectually more interesting 
book, one more concerned with thought and ideas. 
But it could hardly be a more emotionally dread- 
ful one. Part of the raw shock of “Black Boy” 
is caused by Mr. Wright’s excessive determina- 
tion to omit nothing, to emphasize mere filth. 
This springs from a lack of artistic discrimina- 
tion and selectivity. He has not added to 
bleak tragedy of his story; he has only dis 


it and confused it with such material. 


It is also obvious in reading “Black Boy," and: 
Mr. Wright admits it, that his is not a typical 
story. He felt isolated from Negroes as well as 
from whites: other Negroes resented their lot 
but did not feel at all so acutely as he did. Per- 
haps with the hindsight of the years in which 
he has brooded and with a natural literary in- 
stinct to capitalize and dramatize his emotions 
Mr. Wright has exaggerated his sufferings. ` It 
would be only human if he had. 

“Black Boy" has Httle subtlety, little light and 
shade, no restraint. It is written in a continu- 
ously strained and feverish manner. It is over- 
written. But it is powerful, moving and horrify- 
ing. It is certain to be extra 
and roundly condemned. it will be widely read. 

This 18. 


pase / of the 
New York Times for 


C 1L PRESCOTT 


- a — c ی‎ + 


` 
— tm fy 


ICHARD “WRIGHT js: in RE. 

IR the author of one of the most wnoery reaa 
and hotly debated novels of recent years, 

“Native Son,” an acknowledged leader of his race. 


But the way: was long and the road was rocky. 


` Not very, many years ago he was just "a black 


boy in Mississippi,” which means few men in 
the world have Begun life under a burden of 
graver handicaps or 
faced more difficult 
obstacles. That he has 
gone &o far, accom- 
plished so much, en- 
titles Mr. Wright to 
an honored rank 
among that tradition- 
ally American select 
group, the “self-made 
men.” His success 
story does him great 
credit. The troubles 
he knew in his child- 
hood and youth were 
terrible, the wounds 
he received deep. He 
carries indelible scars 
and still burns with 
bitter fury. The life 
he knew as a child is 


Richard w a 


not over. It has not changed. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of other little black boys are enduring it 
today. Buch a life is usually completely outside 
the comprehension of white Americans, either 


Bouthern or Northern. But th 
can now share it, in Mr. Wright's 
A Record of Childhood and Youth.’’* 


This is a story from America's own lower 
depths. No nostalgic memories of childhood are 
these, no sentimental yearnings for innocent 
years when the hills were so much higher. Mr. 
Wright's childhood was an obscene and monstrous 
nightmare, a malign inferno that might well 
haye destroyed him utterly. He survived, but 
not unscathed. “Black Boy” is not the work 
of an objective artist or of an open mind. It 
could not have been. The neuroses, the over- 
emphasis, the lack of balance and the emotion 
recollected in turmoil are the bitter fruit of an 
old injustice. , 


Shows Harsh Dramatic Power 


Mr. Wright in this explosive autobiography 
does not suggest any constructive means for 
improving the lot of the Negro in thie country. 
Like Lillian Smith, he can omty display suffer- 
ing and cruelty with harsh dramatic power, he 
can · only arouse anger and sympathy. If enough 


who care to 
lack Boy: 


` Such books are written, if enough millions of 


people read them, maybe, some day, in the full- 
ness of time, there will be a greater understand- 
ing &nd & more true democracy. I 
Richard Wright grew up in fhe su of Mem- 
سس‎ 
LACK. BOY: 4 Record ef Childhood and Youth. 
By Richard Wright 228 passe. Harper. 82.50. 
—.... * 
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u- ed. It was nota fear of the Communist Party that 
£: d made him confess, but | & fear of {he punishment ` 
) the would exact of himself that mado him tell or 
^h "ibis wrongdoings. Whe Communists bad talked 10 
ira e panda Make anatase tee in until they had given him now ayes with which bo 
ond struggle. Then still another speaker followed ss bis own crime. And then thoy sat back and lis-3 
mand described the tasks of the Communist Party of ` ned to him tell how he bad erred. He was one with 4 
The South Bide. At last, the world, the national, and -all the members ‘there, Yegardless of race or color; 
abe local pictures bad been fused into one over- Bis heart was theirs and their hearts were bis; and 
„ belming drama of moral struggle in which every- ben a man reaches that state of kinship with othorz, 3 
d in the hall was participating. “This presenta- ' )مق‎ degree of oneness, or when a trial has made him 3 3 
en had lasted for more than three hours, but it had Skin after ho has been sundered from them by wrong- 3 
Mie ee e S ete wih de d doing, ‘then he must rise and say, out of a pense 3 
uuum vc اد‎ ra mn guilty. 2 


ry; A 
ne ii bed ble me; because it was BG 
and ignorant, I felt that it was a spectacle of horror. d A 
The | sblindness of their limited lives —Tives trun- 
ted and impoverished by the oppression they had 3 
Den long before they had ever beard of Com- 
fnunism — made them think that I was with their j 

SS of che nid psum: No chswas enemies. American life had so corrupted their con- 8 


into wiving Information against him- “tecsousness that they were unable to recognize their M 

y gave it willingly, citing dates, conversations, "Miriends when they saw thom. I knew that if they had 4 

a jngdoing -held state power I should have been declared guilty 3 

merged slowly and irrefutably. ` = = treason and my execution would have followed. J 
E Abe moment came for Ross to „ defen himself. And I knew that they felt, with all the strength pf š 

Al had been told that bo had arranged for friends to a n o ی‎ D _ 


55 Mappen pened to “enemies of the working class" = 3 
Se ae talked, my old love of witnessing some- 4 
e I wanted to see this trial, 


: : = I told them. “Im not T of Neal. 4 


5 p bol hem a mr Te is job be before we en E a man ‘who spends wisis hours plotting.” 3 
bellybutton out!" £bey said vee XP A ۱ Rows trial took place that following Sunday af | 3 
۲ telephone pij white friends n tha Works Prog- 
yeas Administration: 2% ss one to an- ot me. "meeting hall, at the doors, down the . 

< p : راما ر‎ and along the hallways. ` When I appeared, 1 
jgwenty-four ur hour Desa and 1 wee "was ushered in quickly. I was tense. It was a rule ° 
se shock bands d went our that once yoti had entered a meeting of this kind you E 

LAT = gould not leave until the meeting was over; it was‏ موس 


ea 


| sah I could not escape نی‎ ‘that he E this. 
2 uim him, this was perhaps tt e سس‎ ide ofa an other- 1 


E. ER * * 2 5 
OG s venim A up of ی مقر‎ called  Sdectuals, my mind was led back again tothe accounts ; 
at any home and asked to speak to me in strict se- ` A had read of the Russian Revolution. There had 
crecy. 4l 400k them into my zoom and a the existed in Old Russia millions of poor, ignorant peo- : 
door. V „„ ple who were exploited by a few educated, arrogant 
Dick "they began sbruptly, es party wants “noblemen, and it became natural for the Russian j 
you to attend a meeting Sunday.” - . Communists to associate betrayal with intellectual- 3 
‘Why? asked. ` sere ao longer a m uber. ^7 imm. vule m dong ew T 4 
aner all right Whey want you to be present,” _ ment that Daffied and frightened the Communist a 
they dq. “Party: the prevalence of aelf-achieved Literacy. 
: unists don't speak to me on Meee © "Even a Negro, entrapped by ignorance and را‎ | . 
said! Now, why do you want me at a meeting?" ` ation, — as I had been, — could, if he had the will 
‘They hedged. They did not want to tell me. and the love for it, learn to read and to understand ` 
f, vou can't tell me, then I can't come,” A seid. “the world in which he lived. And it was these people | : 
bey whispered mong themselves and هه‎ + that the Communists could not understand. a 
decided to take me into tis ber onidan ae pete E 
Dick. Ross is going to be tied, ben said. Erbe trial began in a quiet, informal manner. The J 
For hat:; ak . sagomrades acted like a group of neighbors sitting in 3 
They srecited a "ong Ist of political efie e Judgment upon one of their kind who had stolen a 
which they alleged that be : was guilty. - LOU. chicken. Anybody ‘wotld ask and get the floor. 4 
T. Brt what bas that got to do with nnd s "There was absolute freedom of speech. Yet the ` 
Ef you come, you'll find out, "they aid. meeting had an amazingly formal structure of ite ` 
m mot that Naive, 2 said. zJ was suspicious . own, e structure that went as deep as the desire of 4 
now. Mere they trying $o lure me to a trial and ` “amen to live together. . ai MOR Se s 
expel me? This trial might-turn out to be mine.. TAA member of the Central Committee of the Com- 
M bey swore that they had no intention of placing -menumist Party rose and gave a description of the 3 
me.on ee that = dh ated cee و‎ me 10 ond situation. He Vds without emotion and j 


ONTHLY d 
^, wis happy. 
Aas ee 


a position to make : 7 


` J was con- & 


1i 
7 
gra 


240 enjoy 


"went wrong. The 
In their linee. Finally they 1 
together. DeSheim looked frightened. One of the 3 
Negro actors rose. o a Se as 
Mr. DeSheim," be began, “we think this play is 
want to act in a play like this 
+ before the American public. I don't think any auch 
. tonditions exist in tho South. I Iived in the South j 
und I never saw any chain gangs. Mr. DeSheim, we 4E 
"want a play that will make the public love us.. 3 
hat kind of play do you want?" DeSheim ` 
“asked thom. ^ 070 0t 600-9 ar E 
They did not know. I went to the office and 
„Booked up their records and found that most of them 
had spent their lives playing cheap vaudeville. J had 3 
thought that they played vaudeville because the 4 
legitimate theater was barred to them, and now it 3 
“turned out they wanted none of the legitimate the- 
ater, that they were scared spitless at the prospects 
of appearing in a play that the public might not like, 
even though they did not understand that public 
and had no way of determining its likes or dislikes. - 
I felt — but only temporarily — that perhaps the 1 
-whites were right, that Negroes were children and 
‘would never grow up. DeSheim informed the com- 4 
pany that he would produce any play they liked, 4 
and thoy sat like frightened mice, possessing no 1 
` words to make known their vague desires. EC 
-When I arrived at the theater a few morning: | 
Jater, I was horrified to find that the company had 
‘drawn up a petition demanding the ousting of 
“DsSheim. I was asked to sign the petition gnc 1 1 
pon't you know your friends?" I asked them. 
They glared at me. I called DeSheim to the che- 
ater and we went into a frantic conference. . 2, : 
„What must I do?” he asked. 


- =: A 
1 x 

1 
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5 
said. I 


-wedress of their grievances ; 


indecent. We don't 


swith overtones of African backgrounds. Contem- . 


di- - 


ros 


nto my bo 


9 


al WAS transferred by the relief authorities from the 
Bouth Side Boys’ Club to the Federal Negro Theater 
esto work as a publicity agent. There were days when 
J was acutely hungry for the incessant analyses that 
fent on among the comrades, but whenever I heard 
pews of the party's inner life, it was of charges and 
cv" ۱ ; reprisals and counterreprisals. |- 
Erbe Federal Negro Theater, for which I was doing 
publicity, had run a series of ordinary plays, all of 
“which had been revamped to “Negro style "with 
Jungle j spirituals, and all. For example, the 
skinny white woman who directed it, an elderly 
"missionary type, would take a play whose charao- 


„ers were white, whose theme dealt with the Middle 


Ages. and recast it in terms of Southern Negro life 


“porary plays dealing realistically with Negro life 
were spurned as being controversial. There were 


3 
ri T 


2 `. about forty Negro actors and actresses in the thea- 


lolling about, yearning, disgruntled.‏ را 


Ln 


What a waste of talent, I thought. Here was an 
a worth-while 
egro drama and no one was aware of it. I studied 


2 


EN 


ym 
Va an 


° c opportunity for the production of 


e 
* * 


4 : š “the situation, then laid the anatter before white 
-zs friends of mine who held influential positions in the 


۱۳ Within a month the white woman director had 
been transferred. We moved from the South Side to 


te Loop and were housed in a first-rate theater. 


I succcasfully recommended Charles DeSheim, a 


X 85 ~ talented Jew, as director. DeSheim and I held long 
Aale during which I outlined what I thought could 
be accomplished. I urged that our first offering 


"aho 


uld be a bill of three one-act plays, including Paul 
reen’s Hymn to the Rising Bun, a grim, poetical, 
werful one-acter dealing with chain-gang con 


53 oe 


e 


ps Works Progress Administration. I asked them to ' 
1.0. replace the white woman — including her quaint 

clo; Ssaesthetic motions — with someone who knew the 

Negro and the theater. They promised me that they 

would act. . 


ly to be the only means. 
een e eee 
{Communist or not. BE. 


: d to shape F 
their hearts. T Bet Yen no sel Nealson t eme he 


T worth. while isa ^ 
w. Tm in that category. Aet T think I s 
et want to ask for special favors, but * 
lat of a book which I hope to complete 5 
). Let me convince myself that Im 

: 0 write d then Uie 


ent as though ای سیم‎ c ine 
nnoying him, UE gateau m 
xp و‎ d Ç 5 d š 
; ‘You’ ven Eu eof my work” J said. ^ 
dug 


lll. E 
Maybe Ld dor? t balong in he per Mead i it 


E oia aime Nou re blunt. 2 j 
: put things the way J feel them,” 1 d 
^ a mt to start in right with TETEE ‘no damn ` 
E uch crazy trouble in the party „ 
Hie laughed and lit a cigarette. $3 zd n 
Dicke said, shaking his head, “the le munis e a 
1 you've been around with those “debated the housing ‘situation, the best means of 
ue “white : artists on the North Side too much. Tou forcing the city to authorize open hearings on con- 
io» pare ed sen at agere ری‎ ditions among Negroes. J gritted my teeth as be 1 
E :. 2 gaily value of pork chops was tabulated, longing t ما‎ 7 
id, reslizing chat T ` she at home with my writing. - 
eM pe nover really talk wih him. I ve been inside Nealson was cleverer than I and he confronted n me 
i Sof three fourths of tho Negroes’ b homes on the Bonin, c مد‎ I had a chance to confront him. J was um- 
Side. نا مد میت ون‎ moned one night to meet Nealson and a “friend.” b 
Pil But you" ve got "o work with "em?" he d: 3 “When I arrived at a South Side hotel I was intro- © 
=I was working with es E I was suspected ` - duced to a short, yellow man who carried Misit ` 
f being a spy," J said. ^ “ike Napoleon. He wore glasses, kept his full lips 
Dick.“ he spoke s now. “the getty his pursed as though he were engaged in e 
تم‎ that you are to accept this task.“ 13 ;*«hought. He swaggered when he walked. Hespoke : 
„ Avas silent. I knew the meaning of what he had . slowly, precisely, ! trying to charge each of his words | 
E id. A decision was the highest injunction that a with more meaning than the words were able to 7 
ie -Communist could receive from his party, and to rarry. He talked of trivial things in lofty tones. He š 
Uo "break e decision was to break the. effectiveness of said that his name wat Smith, that he was from ` 
the pariya ability to act. In principle I heartily - tios aen that he planned to launch a national 3 
with this, for I knew that it was impossible organization among Negroes to foderalize all exist- : 
Po pow working people to forge instruments of po- ` ing Negro institutions so as to achieve a broad unity ] 
hul. Power until they had achieved unity of of action. The three of us sat at a table, facing one 
n. Oppressod for centurics, divided, hopeless, = another. I knew that another and last offer was 
cs orp pce ‘they were cynical— as 1 bad about to be made to me, and if I did not her it; 3 ; 
— id thet ae a end of um نی نی مس‎ warfare. FF : 


leaves this damn thing 


in a decent and forthright manner. I had not been 
bitter. I had not raked up a single recrimination. 
A had attacked no one. Thad disavowed nothing. 
I be next night two Negro Communists called at 


` my home. They pretended to be ignorant of what E 
"had happened at the unit ‘meeting. ‘Patiently 1 
«explained what had occurred. J 


does not agree with what Nealeon 


The says that you are in league with a Trotskyitg 
_ group, and that you made an appeal for other part} 
. members to follow you in leaving the party.” |. 
What?“ I gasped. That's not true. J asked : 
-that my membership be dropped. I raised no politi- 3 
eal issues." What did this mean? J sat. pondering. 3 
ook, maybe I ought to make my break with the 4 


E 3 party clean. If Nealson's going to act this way 
meeting and asked for a 


«You can't resign,” they told me. a 
bat do you mean?” I demande. 
No one can resign from the Communist Party.” 3 
I looked at them and laughed. 1 
** You're talking crazy, 1 said. i م‎ 
Nealson would expel you publicly, cut the 
round from under your feet if you resigned, they 
. said. “People would think that something was 


` < wrong if someone like you quit here on the South 


Side.“ o : 2 
1 was angry. Was the party so weak and uncer- 1 
دتم4-‎ of itself that it could not accept what J had said 
^at the unit meeting? Who thought up such tactics? £ 
Ihen, suddenly, 1 understood. “These were the se- 
^xret, underground tactics of the political movement 
"f the Communists under the tsars of Old Russia! 
The Communist Party felt that it had to assassinate ' 
me morelly merely because I did not want 10 be 3 
bound by its decisions. J gaw now that my com- 4 


rades were acting out a fantasy that had no relation š 
“whatever to the reality of their environment. 3 
rell Nealson that if he fights me, then, by God, 
Til fight him," I said. “Jf he í 
-where it is, then all right. If he thinks I won't fight 2 


Sr apa 


(4. “Your story E 
en, they said, revealing the motive of their visit. 4 
and what does Nealson say?” J asked. 3 t 


did no | a long 
"n * ^A ] Ra th 
fist into 
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. 
Au Oe 
Vr i 


hing like that to 


x i ar E ue pk tA 
8 
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2c A cT j 
ven a wr ee ur 


Nealon was 


found nd a solu 
here tonight 
the party rolls. 


s sat 


d him publicly, he's crazy!" : an 


em ular because he is your political opponent. es 3 
m not concerned about Ross' s politics at all. The £ 


ol wor N from a 
, Hie hed traveled half around the. 


| a 
him intently, obeervod bim minutely, for I 


bes dee eT of World x 


“Some trouble he got into when he at thirteen » 


T But Tm IUS E | that you are wrong about 3 


ES “hat” I explained. “I’m not trying to fight you 


` with my writing. I’ve no political ambitions. You 5 


an S191 seemingly a 
useless laugh; and as he guffawed I could not tell "wears ie 
^ E — 55 1 thought i it was political, ji he said, shrug- E 


e, di‏ ایا 


í E -must believe that. Tm trying to depict Negro life." 


Have you finished writing about Ross?" 3 
“No,” I said. “I dropped the idea. Our party ` 


members were suspicious of me ° and w were و‎ afraid i to 


k He laughed. 

Dick.“ he began.“ we "e short of forces ve 
-acing a grave crisis.” © 

; "The party's always facing a crisis” I Ed 
Zis smile left and he stared at mm. 
You! re not cynical, are you, Dick?" he Asked. 


No,“ I said. But it's the Mun Each weck, Y 


each month there's a crisis." ^ 
s You're a funny guy,” he said, laughing, oi 4 
pom “But we've got a job to do. We're altering `; 
sour work. Fascism’s the danger, the danger now to 
‘all people.” 

` “J understand,” I said. 

ue ve got to deſeat the Fascists,” be gaid, 


„snorting from asthma. “We've discussed you and i 


Tor your abilities. We want you to work with us. 


“We've got to crash out of our narrow way of work- - 
Ding and get our message to the church people, stu- 
‘dents, club people, professionals, middle class. p» 
ve been called names,” I said softly. odis that 


" s«erashing out of the narrow way fo 


Forget that," he said. Í 
Fe had not denied the bis calling? "That meant : 
shat, if I did not obey him, the name-calling would 


Degin again. 


^**4] don't know if I fit into things,” I said openly. š 
we want to trust you with an es assign- z 
ment,“ he said. ` ` oe 
What do you want me to do?" - no 
we want you to organize a committee sgainn E 
he high cost of living.” ` > 
The high cost of living?" I exclaimed. جوم‎ hat z 
do 1 know abont such qa : 


: یی‎ noté or the Now Masses ‘about Joe Louis. 
; 4 stuff. crm nemine hien 


— ‘Then perhaps 


- 


rud But that was not indicated, / 


5 * ^ 
. 7 55 PES ^ 


party on the ground that he was “anti-leadcr- 5 


ahi", end 11 a member of the Communist Inter- 
ational was asking me if I was a friend of a man 


about to be expelled, be was indirectly asking me if 


A was loyal or not. i" 
M ER Mot patya. friend of mine," ] said 
frankly "Bot T know him well; in fact, quite well." 


if he tent your friend, how do you happen to ۳ 


know him so well?" he asked, Jaughing to sonten the 
"hard threat of his question. 
رس‎ wes wnüng an account of bis Bio and Í € 
“whim as well, perhaps, as anybody,” I told him. 
el heard about that,” be said. SERERE Ae 


E asss š in. 
De meant that Ross's militancy was extreme. “We 
29: 3 unists don't ‘dramatize Negro nationalism," 
E a aa mie t ehed, accused, And 


token x‏ مرب 

material I was 

"stared nt him as I lay abed and I 
555 e coy of Ba pai 


. Youwe ; 


* 


e party for you,” be | 


— 2 5 


Nele Sas the Nego who rS i‏ ی 


* | day ده‎ he bad pot offered 
a — say it. Ee bad not smiled, and neither bad L He 
looked curiously at my bleak room. ` =- À 

— Z cat 


bis is the home of a bastard 
s: RS bout Dinle Y could ol "be 
his standing there so none like. Ve aeri 


+ 4 2 à 
ie 


His shoulders stiffened. ` 
Tm in a hurry." He 5 an و‎ army officer, 
bat do you want to tell me 

Do you know Buddy Nealson?” he asked} 

3 was suspicious. Was this & political trap? —, 4 
What about Buddy Nealson?" J asked, com- 5, 


^-mitting myself to poting a until I knew the kind of "73 


coe سم سا‎ PEL 
He wants to see you, Ea Green said 
` ^" What about?” I asked, still suspicious. 5 
"He wants to talk with you about your party 
Work.“ be said. fo 
Am ill and can’ t pee him until Tm well,” I said. E 
Ed Green stood for a fraction ofa second, hen 
‘turned on his heel and marched out of the room. 
When my chest healed, I sought an appointment 


with Buddy Nealson. He was a short, black man 4 : 
"with an ever ready smile, thick lips, a furtive man- Ec 


mer, and a greasy, sweaty look. His ‘pearing was ` 
"nervous, self-conscious; he seemed always to be hid- 
ing sorc deep irritation. He spoke in short, jerky | 
sor ace, hopping nimbly from thought to aoe 

za F a adores | 


i e e 
was free of all party relations. J avoided 
ER ns 

y a Negro Communist — de- ` 
d him to shun s 


"ated the Communist position for the American 
Negro: ; he had made speechesin the Kremlin; ;hehad | 


*&wpoken before Stalin himself. EAS Rei 


„nu does Nealson call mo that?".1 asked. 


3m ede Ato atan sat caque € 
te,” was told. ; DA. 


VES zi What doce that mean?" 


3 with tbe party was about over; Ishould have to 


ear it. The attacks were growing worse, and my 
k usal to react incited Nealson into coining more 


t -absurd phrases. J was termed a “bastard intellec- 
| ۳ m “incipient Trotskyite"; it was claimed ` 


hat I possessed an anti eadership attitude” and 
` that I was manifesting “seraphim tendencies" — a 


oe abso meaning that one has withdrawn from the 
As -struggle of life and considers oneself infallible. 


“Working all day and writing half the night brought 


ene down with a severe chest ailment. While I was . 


E a knock came at my door ons morning. My 


omm WarcwT is an n American Negro whose schooling carried 


7 grammar grades, and who has been educating 
dbamseM ever since. His novel, Ness Son, which was widely dis- 
used in the year of its publication (1040), and bis fortbcom- 
ag autobiography, which will appear later this year, proclaim 
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There are attached for record purposes two photostatic copies 
of Wright's second installment of "I Tried To Be A Communist" appearing 
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ARTICLES IN ATLANTIC MONTHLY t 


WRIGHT 's articles appearing in the August 
f the “ATLANTIC MONTHLY" magazine were emphatically 
ntion by considerable publicity in the liew York 


On July 28, 191, the New York Herald Tribune gave a lengthy 
article entitled, "NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS INTOLERANT". This article 


Party fears new ideas, cua ee de Communists position regarding the American 
negro bas undergone & "distinct and lamentable regression," in recent yoarse | 


battles then were iei 
regard the Communists xk 
۲ ۲ being. 


oted 
h don't fit into their own." The Bereld 
article in the ATLANTIC MONTHLY ۰ 


Communist Party membership roughly covered the period from the latter 


and his early sssociation with the 


very society they sre trying to change, resulting 


Subject, RIC 
and September, 19u44 issues o 
brought to the public's atte 
newspapers. 


states that WRIGHT in discus 


Be described the Communists 
frightened of new ideas whic 
article referred to WEIGHT 's 


eien, R, (FO CONFIDENGIAL 


t 
€ 


EY 100-1161 CONS TIAL 
often in intolerance and narrowness, | i 3 


A similar article appeared in the New York Journsl-American for l 
July 28, 1944 entitled"REDS ALL WRONG, WRIGHT QUITS'EM", This article states that 
until recently WRIGHT was one of the bigh príests of the Communist Party ; 
staunchly defending Red ideology as the only possible political philosophy for 
his rece, but today he is hurling epithets at his former Communist comrades. — 
This article also referred to the story appearing ín the ATIANTIC MONTHLY end 
quoted the same statements which appeared ín tbe other newspapers. 


fhe Washington Field Office also forwarded & letter to the Hew 
York office bringing to its attention an iter from the column,"The World 
Today" by GEORGZ S. SCHUYLER appearing in the August 5, 19L issue of the 
Pittsburgh Courier. This item called attention to WRIGHT's articles in the 
Atlantic Monthly and commented briefly upon it. 


It is also interesting to note that considereble publicity was given 
WRIGHT's articles in the Daily Worker newspaper. In the Daily Worker for 
August 6, 194, the column by BENJAMIN ۰ DAVIS, R. entitled, "Hew Times" 
contains what it terms "a few words on RICHARD WRIGHT and New Ideas". DAVIS 
considers first the promises of WRIGHT as an author, which was indicated by 
his book, "Native Son", Be then refers to what be calls the public and ubolly 
unjustifiable attack on the Communists, who were the very organization whose 
outlooks had helped WRIGHT create his masterpiece, DAVIS stated that accord- 
ing to WRIGHT's statements, be withdrew from the Communists in 19l0. DAVIS 
asked why he waited until now to make this break public and questions whom 
WRIGHT is trying to impress. DAVIS refers to WRIGHT's attitude as a form of 
superleftism which puts him in a class with NORAK THOMAS and other "Red-Baters® 
DAVIS comments that this attack by WRIGHT comes at a crucial election time when 
the future state of the negroes requires the re-election of Roosevelt. : 


It is o noted that ín the Daily Worker of August 15, 19L} an 
article by RO OR is entitled, "Mr. WRIGHT DIDN'T DISCOVER IT". MOIR ` 
begins his artic with the comment that in the half dosen years that 3 
RICKARD WRIGHT was a member of the Communist Party he did not discover that the 
Communists have no concern whatsoever with persuading people to be loyal 
the Communist organization per se; that WRIGHT did not discover that the 
thing required is that you be loyal to the peoples cause and that if you 
-that then loyalty to tbe Communist organisation will take care of iteelf 


„ INOR says that in WRIOHT's article in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY be — 
takes a position on far bigger questions than whether & person likes Communists. 
He says thst RICHARD WEIGHT forgot the fight of the Negro people and has taken 
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up tbe cause of those who are endeavoring to ecoentuste racial divisions. m 
points out that in his article WRIGHT in severel instances refers to individuals 
as "a Jewish cheap", "a Jewish boy", and "his Jewish wife". WC f 


In answer to the question purposely put by Mr. MINOR, n We Do 
Without RICHARD WRIOHT?*, MINOR says "Yes", that any great movement of tho 
people can do without amy individual. i 


It appears from the fact that articles were written concerning ۱ 
Xr. WRIGHT's, "I Tried To Be a Communist", by both BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JE. end 
ROBERT MINOR that the Communist organisation has laid considerable importance 
upon this statement by 7 » The matter even reached the Broadway Columns 
end appeared in the column of DANTON WALKER in the New York Daily Mews of 
August 28, lll wherein it is stated that RICHARD WRIGHT, author of "Native 
Gon", has started an uproar with his two-part serial in the Atlantic Monthly 
called “I Tried to Bs a Communist." 
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~ MENTEM OF ATIANTIC MONTELY ARTICLES: 


s] TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST" by RICHARD WRIGHT. — 0 — 7 


— — 


— ds first article appeared in the August 19l Som = 
| dein which MME 
Atlantic Monthly magazine and commenced with an fr working in the 


SG 


Communiísr, nor the great power of trade Unions, nor the excitement ef wnder- 
ground politics that claimed me; my attention was caught by the similarity of the 
experiences of workers in other lands, by the possibility of uniting scattered 
but kindred peoples into a whole. It seemed to me that here at last, in ts 
realm of revolutionary expression, Negro experience eould find a bom, a function- 
ing value and role" ' 


s WRIGHT became a leader in the John Reed Club and contributed 
to such publications as "Left Front", Anvil, and “Hew Masses", In his 
presentation WRIGHT points out that his first misunderstending with other 
Negro Communists grew out of the fact that because of his publications and 
writing they classified bim as an intellectual. 


He also had difficulty with the Party in Chicago because of 

his efforts to learn of the life of one ROSS, a Negro Communist, WRIGHT 

says that ROSS typified the effective street agitator, and was & Southern 
born Kegro who had migrated to the North, and whose life reflected the orude 
hopes and frustrations of the peasant in the city. WRIGHT felt thet if he —. 
could get ROSS' story be could make known some of the difficulties inherent in 
the adjustment of a folk people to an urban environment. Word spread of this 
activity of WRIGHT in the Comunist Party, and he was warned to stop Ln | 
activities. ۱ | p „ 


ee ‘These articles by WRIGHT are autobiographical in nature, a 
WRIGHT points out at this time that he gave up the idéa of biographical -== - 
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WRIGHT attended the National Jobn Reed songress in the summer ef 
1934 and was stunned at the decision announced by a nationally known Communist 
to dissolve the clubs. WRIGHT said that he asked "Why", and was told that tho 
dissolution was because the clubs did not serve the new peoples front policy. 


The concluding portion of this first article deals with 5 
&ttexpts at the Congress of American Writers held in lew York City in 2935. 


Tbe second article in the September 19h), issus of the Atlantic 

Monthly commences with WRIGHT's work after the dissolution of the John Reed 
Clubs. He said that at this time he avoided unit meetings for fear of being 
subjected to discipline. He tells them in an assignment by the Party directing 
him to organize a committee against the high cost of living, and be subsequently 
entered into this work. later on he was asked to go to Switserland as a Youth 
Delegate and then to the Soviet Union, but he refused because it would have 
interfered with hís writing. l 


TO `` Be relates the story of a unit meeting at which be requested that 


bis membership ín those organizations ín which the Party has influence, and i 
boped that sometime in the future be could met and talk with Party leaders 

&8 to whet tasks he could best perform. Wright tells of unjustified attacks by 
ether members on which he was labeled "a Trotskyite" and accused of other ideas 
contrary to those of the Communist Party.’ A considerable portion of this 

- final article is devoted to the trial within the Communist Party of WRIGHI'S 
friend ROSS concerning whom he had once accumulated material for with the 

Be He dwells at considerable length en the 


the presentation of charges including the attitude of the members 


present. 

Pore a nature so talkatively presented and 

timate charges being made by the accused's i 
ted 
ard 
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would exact of himself that made him tell of his wrongdoings. The Commmists had 
talked to him until they bad given him new 

erime, And they sat back and listened to cns 
with all the merbers there, regardless of 


Ad their hearts were his; and when a man reaches that state of kinship wi 
others, that degree of oneness, er when a trial bas mede hin kin after be bes 
been sundered from them by wrongdoing then he must rise and say out of a sense 


3 8 
of the deepsest morality in tbe world: ۱1:۵ gailty. Forgive mo," 


held state power I should have been declared guilty of treason and my exscution 
would have followed. And I knew that they felt, with all the strength of their 


— 


P; 
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/ متسر‎ foregoing portion of 8 article has been quoted because of 
ne fect that it is believed significant in indicating that WRIOET disapproves 
whole heartedly of the American way of life and living even though he bas 

publicly at this time announced a breach with the Communist Party organisations 


— u— a_i 


The conc on of bis article tells of his transfer from 


the Federal 5 &ter to the Federal Writers Project and 
wp to the event of Mey Day 1936 when WRIGHT was refused the 
in the parade and was physically rejected from the line of 


Communists while other Communists, white and black, loo 
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— ` ^ articles were orizinally the final portion of WRIGHT'S new book, as yet um 
3 publisbed, an autobiography entitled, "Black Boy*. . he. h We 


qe In view of the fact that tbe publicity and tbe information 
furnished by informants indclated WRIGHT's break with the Communist Party 
was an actual fact, it was felt that a discrest and careful interview 
with WRIGHT might be productive. However, it was ascertained on 

31, 1944 that WRIGHT is presently on his vacation and will mot be back ín 
Bew York City until about September 15, ul. 
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THis CASE ORIGINATED AT MER YORK, MEN YORK 


ia bac A 


EXE ana Séptenbery VII entitled, "I Tried Yo Be À Communist", ' | = 
Theme of articles seems to conclude with thought that kar 4 
broke with party because his friends in the Party, inc 

those of his own race, were unable to recognise him as their 

friend. Articles do not appear to attack Commmist Party as 

= و‎ as revolutionary club, but because of failure of individuals 


5 in Party who properly recognise and deal with problems in 

" society. Articles received wide-spread news paper publication, 
De. ports of informants and publicity indicates pres prominent 
0 y members concerned over WRIGHT's articles, WRIGHT has 
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J 
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2. authored new book "Black Boy*, an autobiography which is not 
expected to appear until next year. ATLANTIC articles 
were originally final portion of this book. 
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at New York, New York. 
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DETAILS: /' ° ۲ ی‎ has been considered a Key Figure in Communist activities 
۱ X. in the New York Field Division, 


NFIDENTIAL 


21-02-57 و و‎ ef 1.280 
3-New Tork “tats 


4-750 (2-7-79) ( alee 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


LI Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, ۱ ES Z» 
indicated; explain this deletion. where " 


Z Deleted under exemption(s) | bad سس‎ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 
C] Information pertained only to 8 third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


C Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


— — — 
. ͤ — a was / were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


pages) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); a 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


| Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s): 


te The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


۱ دص تور 


pa ` ` 
— — -. - — ` < 

E 
— - > 


PAGE(S). 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXX D 
DI Gu „e 20 f esu 
2 


4-150 (2-7-79) 


— 
کی‎ 
P nn 
ki 
k= 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


l Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where - 
indicated, explain this deletion. % 


x Deleted under exemption(s) _ b2>2b)b سس‎ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. š ' 
Information pertained only to 8 third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only و ما‎ third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


[J Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies) 


ee 
سس‎ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


pages) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 


22 — 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


—— Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s): 
[DJ For your information: سس‎ ——H— — 


rg The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


00-1574% M- nao; 
* | x A ` & DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPLICATION FEE 
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 
777 ‘ HT, 2. 202 š l FBi/DC 


—— ˙’w¹¹¹A¹¹¹ ͥÿ .?: تسس بیترت وت و‎ ——SÀ?9 € 
Bc MN 


J D EE i "n. | 
E pa FEDERAL BUREAU or INVESTIGATION 


^4 p 
> x." i. 


: ë Xo. 1 = | 
qued run CASE ORIGINATED AT Kew YORK, N. Y. & 
E REPORT MAGE AT CATE WHEN MASE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE SY 
۲ WHICH MADE . 2 
» eic, D. C. 6/9/44 /21,29/ bh 
2 » 
á |= 6 


RICEARD WRIGHT 


| &YNOPSIB OF FACTS: 
— 
par P 1ص‎ ۳۶ AGENCIES 
4 ae eae Cry Ices Ne 
9 ccm ` 
d J ۰ N 
C - RUC - 
as 5 - 
rz _ IA LILA 
2 DETAILS: AT ۳۸60 D. C. 
c L 
سس‎ 


2 

A review of the indices of the Yashincton Field Office indi- L 
eated that the person referred to s undoubtedly a nationally 
prominent negro author by the nane o : TIGHT, who resides in Few York 
City. It was found that numerous references to this RICHAPD WRIGHT have been 
made in the Daily Worker ever the cpurse of years, and that inforration with 
regard to him has also been developed by the Special Comittee on Un-Aneri can 
Activities, House of Representatives, Honcrable MARTIN DIES, Chairman. 
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In view of the fact that PICKARD MIG is reported to 
ner Yor: City and inasmuch as there is no further investigation 
to be conducted with regard to hir 4n Washington, D. C., the New York City 


reside in 


office is bein; designated office of origin herein and this case is being 
consi dere: referre2 upon completion to that office. ۱ 
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RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT 


EY NOPSIS OF FACTS: KEY FIGURE 


89 Lefferts Place, Broo 


Subject presently resides 
78:classified 4F,1/31/446 


Registered with SS LDB 
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Bureau File No, 100-157404 e L 
° Report of Special Agent dated 5/28/43 at b? 
3 Kew York Ci ty. | 
DETAILS: 
Although it is noted that referenced report of Special Agent I 
5 a was a Closing Report, in view of the fact that Subject is 
9 Considered a key figure in, Communist activities in the New York Field Division, 
Bus acd this case wes hin de a the. activities of Subject have been followed. b: 
„ har ec < ۴ ( 


» 


"E LS A 


"#7۶6 = > & — ZZ = 


a 


COPIES OF THIS E P i; ; dpt s t 
mM ft Hee lE 
EM 


FE TS UNG 


Bureau 
l - Col. S. V. Constant, D of I, 2SC 
3 - Kew York 


M < < . 7 
E N T ft ۱ * e^ 
۱۱/۵۱ 6 7 | f i : Le 
۳1۳ [e Vw l FOX — t Rad 
0 P 4 i ep y 15 FILE 
— erst š Tow Dg "EN. a. — 


dis Yay 
ÁTION.CONTAI 
| ASSIFIED: 


- 
4 — 


۱ رز‎ AN 


HCM رت‎ PZ 


— 


| It has been ascertained that the Subject presently resides 

at 89 Lefferts Place, Apartment C22, Brooklyn 16, Kew York. Inquiry in the 
neighborhood of his former residence, Colunbia Heights, at 7 Middach Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, produced no information of value to this investigatione 
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Subject is registered with Selective SI 
has Order Wo, 1st, 199, 


` As previously reported, 
Service Local Draft Board 
Agent interviewe 


advised that Subjec en ro ^ ° rejeo-.‏ - بر 
bysthe armed forces on January 15, 1944 had been made with the noted. -~‏ ووی) ` „„ 


reason: "psychoneurosis, severe, psychiatric rejection; referred to 


Board for further psychiatric and social investigation", 
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WRIGHT) e. 206 


his Loc 


of the 
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10 


neerning Subject 


tis contacts with 


»gro has become 81mos 
4t was said that he apparently overlooks the fact his O 
arding the impo sibility 


rmants in the New York Office, Subject 


pu 5 5 been ogived by Subject 
WRIGHT 15 typified by the rather lengthy review of his 
volume "Current Biogrephyay? ۰ published 
volume states that , Author, was born Sep 
present address is care of HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 East 2 
City. It refers to him 85 8 brilliant young Negro writer whose collection of 
ghort stories "Uncle Tom's Children" won a $500 prise c 


life appearing ín the 
This 


by the H. I. Wilson 


Company 
tember 4, 1908 ani his 
3rd Street, Hew York 


ompetition in 1938 and 
f the Book-of-the-Month 


48 continuing his activities as a writer. In ۵210۵ 
books he has also been @ gaged in the writing of 
* ob y 


1940 selection o 


review of the character and thems of that 


th his birth, September 4, 


1908,on a plantation 25 miles from Natchez, Mississippi, is summarized, مه‎ 


a will worker and his nother , 1 
The family was continually on the 


GHT, beginning wi 


glected. When his mother was stricken 


was gent to an uncle's 


war, the Subject 


: His father, NATHAN WRIGHT, wes 
ELIEN WRIGHT, a country school teacher. 


It appeared from Subjec 
his interest in the problem of the Ne 


refutes many of his own statements reg 
improving ۶ personal position. 


Fro» all tbe information co 


&nd according to information from Info 


which concern the Negro. 


whose book “Native Son" was the March, 
Club. Much of the article contains a 
book, 

The life of RICHARD WHI 


follows: 


` gove This education was very much pe 
Mth patelysis during the first world: 


house to live, WRIGHT is quoted es having stated that he did so much fighting, 
lying and school-cutting that he was sent back to his grandmother who pre- 


Be was PS 4n a 7th Day Adventist 


dicted that he would end on the gallows. 


£ 
e 


NY 10641674 


school, taught by his aunt. At 15 he left home and went to Memphis and got 
a job as porter end messenger. During the subsequent years be worked his 
way all over the country working at &ny kind of job from ditch-digring to 
clerking in a post office. He drifted to Chicago where he had heard Negroes 
&tood & better chance of getting jobs. He was a clerk for a while and in 
1933 had a taste of politics. The review then quotes what is purportedly 
the Subject's own statement: 


"I became an assistant precinct captein 1n the Republican 
Primary Election", he said,"I was promised a job. I didn't 
get it. kext tine I became an assistant precinct captain 
for the Democrats and was promised a job, which I didn't 
get. So then I became a Red. Bow I am what the papers 
refer to as a card-carrying Communi ۰ 


In 1935, WRIGHT was on the FEDERAL WRITERS! PROJECT in 

Chicago ard had sold paper articles and some stories to the magazines, He 

came to New York in 1937 where he again got on the WRITERS’ PROJECT, He wrote 
essay on Harlem ín the "New York Panerema", Be also did some work on the 
ily Worker" and became a contributing editor of the Masses", In 1939, 

WRIGHT reportedly got a Guggenheim fellowship which enabled him to quit 

the Project and complete his novel "Native Son". He lived for some months 

during 1940 in Mexico but returned to the United States in November of 1940. 
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d United Buu les Department of Im. r 
I dune 28, 1944 
۰ r l . 
Director, FBI 2 | 
RI WRIGHT | ; 
۱ RE: SEGURLTY-MATTER 
ems INTERNAL SECURITY - © 
TENET Dear Bir: 
7 
: It is recommended that & Security Index card be prepared 
e relative to the individual named below: 
d 
Ne Name: RICHARD ۶ 
۱ Aliases: 


۷1 


Residence Address: 89 Lefferts Place, Apartment 823 
Brooklyn 16, New York 


€ 


Business Address: Fone 


Alien Raturalized x 


X  Rative Born 


German _ _ Miscellaneous 


X . Communist 


Fascist (Itelian) _ Japanese — 


— — 


Date of Birth I 4, 1908 


Place of Birth atches, 1ssissippi 
Entered U. B. : at 


Katuralized (date) 


— ن 
سس — Katuralized (place and Court)‏ 


Very truly yours, 


00-1576. 
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IDENTITI OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


| In the report of Special of GENES i 
dated July 8, 1944 at New York, N. Y., the Confident ormant ís 85 
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ARTICLE 


p. TODAYS m ERALD TRIBUNE ENTITLED WNECRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS 1۱ 
T TOLERANT", STATES THAT RICHARD WRIGHT, AUTHOR OF *NATIVE SON" IN DIS- 
a CUSSING HIS OWN BREAK ITH comunis PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEW IDEA‘ 
T NE AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION ON AMERICAN NEGRO HAS UNDERGONE A 11 
Ls AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION" IN RECENT YEARS. WRIGHT WAS FURTHER CRE- 
E DITED WITH DESCRIBING COMMUNISTS AS "NARROW MINDED, BIGOTED, INTOLER/ 
iam AND FRIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS WHICH DONT FIT INTO THEIR OWN." THE HER 
| i TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT MR WRIGHTS REMARKS WERE PROMPTED BY QUES: 


GROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE WHICHE HE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MON 
FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE oF VI TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST." THE TRIB 
FURTHER STATES THAT IN THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY ARTICLE THE AUTHOR OF MA 
Son DISCUSSES HIS EARLIEST EXPERIENCES, AS A CP MEMBER IN yr AGO TOU 
S] ING. on THE PROBLEMS HE- FACED IN TRYING +o. ‘PRESENT vr yis ۷ 20 b WAS > و‎ > 
: PARTY. FURTHERMORE THE AUGUST ATLAN SY MONTELY DESCRIBES THE E ARTICL 
AS THE FIRST OF TWO INSTALLMENTS AND MR WRIGHT. en 5, Bek TRIBUNE R 


TT p PRESENTATIVE YESTERDAY THAT HE WOULD’ NOT, DISCUS PECIFIC DETAIL 
242, pos „ COPIES DESTROYED Li NE E 2 C € a 5 e 
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NY2 PAGE 2 


OF THE CHICAGO BREAK WITH THE COMMUNISTS BECAUSE THESE WILL BE COVERED 
IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE. WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE 
THAT HIS CP FF THL 1 ROUGHLY, FROM THE LATTER 


2 
PART OF NINETEEN THIRTYTWO TO NINETEEN” ORTY AND THAT HIS EARLY ASSO- 


CIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN 
THIRTYSEVEN WHEN HE WAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME, WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISEL 
THAT HE VAS ON THE OUTS WITH THE PARTY FROM MAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY 
SEVEN AND THAT HE WAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND "MAINTAINED 

A RELATIONSHIP" WITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY WHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE 
SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE DISCUSSING WRIGHTS COMMENTS ABOUT THE LANE! 
TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED MR 
WRIGHT WITH STATING "PUBLICLY COMMUNISTS WILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR MSLITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY 
HANDY EXCUSE. THE MILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO TH: 
HANDS OF RIGHT WING NEGROES. THAT WAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. 5 
OF THE BATTLES THEN WERE LED BY COMMUNISTS." THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA: 
TED THAT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT 
BETWEEN HIM AND THE COMMUNISTS WRIGHT HAD, STATED "IT VAS AN ACCUMULAT 
OF MANY THINGS - NOT SO MUCH A LEAVING AS AN EJECTION OF A DIFFERENCE 
OF-OPINÍON. 1 HAD MY-WAY OF EXPRESSING MY CONCEPTION OF NECRO EXPER- 
END PAGE TWO 
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IENCE IN WRITING. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE OF VALUE TO THEM. THEY HAD 
THEIR IDEAS OF HOV I SHOULD REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE WAS AN IRRE 
CONCILABLE GAP BETWEEN OUR ATTITUDES. I DO NOT REGARD THE COMMUNIST 
TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE." WRIGHT FURTHER 
ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT TO LEARN 
ABOUT PEOPLE. COMMUNISTS PECULIARLY ARE TOO MUCH THE VICTIMS OF THE 
VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRES 
IN INTOLERANCE AND NARROWNESS . —AT_EME-PRESENT—TINE E NY OFFICE H 
UNDER CONSIDERATION THE ADN SABILITY OF INTERVIEWING MR\WRIGHT. 
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tc = Hew York City TER august ربا‎ 290b _- 
-y 2 eee 
e Jan Edgar Hoover = Director, Federal Buresu of Investigation 21 
RICHA"D RATHANIEL WRIGHT ; ۱ MOUSE. di 

Ü TETENAL SECURITY = C . 
/ š " e z i * i E u و‎ 

' Reference is made to your teletype of July 28, 3915, eoncerning tbe = 


74. pevorted disaffiliation on the pert of the subject with the Communist Political _ 
E. Association. It is noted in your teletype that you have under consideration - 
TE the advisability of interviewing Wright. : Lx f ۹ 8 p 


* In connection with any interview you might undertake with Wright, —— 

| 4t is sucrested that you consider obtaining from kim specific information Cra 

a eoncerning exnioitation of the Negre reos by the Gouxunist Political association. 
uw Furthermore, if t'e interview actually takes place a previous study should de 
or? made of 8۵ articles and particularly pertinent comments he makes with Len 


p 


record to the Communist Political Association. >`- P. SEES. 


۳ — 


Any interview with Wright must, of ourse, be most discreet, ‘parties - 
larly in light of his reported coments in ch he lanents| the "regression" “ 
of tne Co st Political Association's 


deen that Bright does not think the Comun st Political Associatio: revolutionsry | 
e icuch et tne present tims with respect the advancerent of, the Negro. This / 
ghould be considered gcriously prior to ۱ / 
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Tre Tell the Truth 8 
s i ۱ e o 0 
i | Mr. Wright Didn't Discover l! 


“ 


By Robert] Minor — . 


end Regro 


a very modest i‏ نله 
a bridgehead for a fight; but the‏ 
people have decided. Mr. Richard‏ 
Wright lends his name to the‏ 
ether opinion.‏ 

۰ e s < 


ce we do without Richard 


Uke: “Der Jede mit ender 
Unterippe and Getz mos 
Throughout our country, as we 
all know, there are Gesperate ef- 
tons to eccentuate the “racial” 
eon in. every possible com- 
plexity. “Negro against Jew,” is 
the Gerald &mith way of getting 
Negro support for an anti-Negro 


` movement; since anti-Bemitism is 


only s form of white chauvinism. 
And Negro against trade unions, 
purely as an sid to tbe old vile- 
ness of trade-umion exclusiveness 
against tbe Negro. The first de- 
mand on s man who is to remsin 

is 


of the people stirred by the Scotts- > 
time uve ee TT wii ol man, living in that Hoover day as > = — 

h victory -time street-sweeper in — 
peoples seeking freedom. And Mr Chicago, one of those many sons of mos 
Wright forgot that certain ۰ the people in whom the spark of = 
torial people are glad to get any- genfus needs but to be fanned by — 
thing in election time that seems millions of brothers in & common 2 
to line up talented people on the eause, Richard Wright. t NE = 
eee Is he gone, now? Others will Za 
struge. eome; more than you can count, — 
The extermination of the Jim and firmer; more able to reject LS 
Crow system is going to be real- those who say we Will bot succeed. Oth 
ised because this is not a “god- $n living all as human beings ^in. ec 
damm country.” Bistory has ad- this goddamn country,” snó—wbo =ç 
vanced; the hen translates into our potitical 
the mass of en- : Jude mit heengen- 
trade unions 
fight for 
the biggest city 
posed of 
E e û 1 7. A Tris is a clipping d 
C3 um 3: — pese — E 
us ad. E ASI o9 Batis AGO » ad 

pete £-44 VL 


Seat of 


thè 


Ar‏ میرن 
gc ۳6 e‏ 


: 


a mem 
nist Party he did not dis- 
cover that the Communists 
have no concern whatever with 
persuading people to be Joya) to 
the Communist Orgarization per 
gat in 


then loysiy to 
the Communist organization will 
take care if itself. 

Wright has a piece ip the At- 
kentic Monthly, in which, whether 
inadvertently or not, be takes ۵ 

bigger questions 


Communist. 

Within the past few years. and 
faster in recent months, the Negro 
people have shaped in fina! form 
their answers to the na Lona! 
question for tbe Negro of the 


Rien WMGET sorgo n 
this fight fs on, and with his 
head stuck into his typewriter be 
wrote : 

“Could و‎ Negro ever Hve half- 
way Whe a keman being in this 


esuntry 7" 
That was all the editor needed 


. 4o have Richard Wright's signs- 


gare to, in the main; but Wright 
debt en end pid what logically 
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2 a fi Director, 1 
L RE: RICHARS wot 
E INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 1 
=. i SECURITY MATTER 
EM I 
€ du 
T Dear Sir: b2 = 
X Enclos the original and one copy of the report 8 D H 
received by this office on September 10, 194340 Y 
=s concerning RICHARD WEIGHT the Colored novelist who is being considered a N 
ON key figure in the kew York Field Division. : 


š 


۳۳۵۰۰۲ COPY 


- Copies of instant report are being placed ín the appropriate Kew 
York Files. š | 
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United States Bepartment of Justice 
Hew York, Hew York 


D 
PE: RICHARD WRIGHT 
INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


SECURITY MATTER 


Dear Sir: 
closed are the original and one copy of the report C D 


En 
concerning RICHARD WPIGHT, the 
+ who is considered a key figure in this office. 


famed colored novelis 


Copies of instant report are being placed in the appropriate I 


Min im 


te los ure 


ur sort or $ v. گت تم‎ rio CONTAINED 
۱ EXCL G HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

= "E UT MM 
WRIGHT, 94 0CT 1413 ve 
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55 : Jeneral Bureau of Investigation 
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RE: Wi WRIGHT 


As ۱ INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 1 
"^ o SECURITY MATTER 


I 
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Desr Sir: b? 


the original and one copy of the repo rt of “> 
received by this office on 8 br 10, 1943 
Concerning RICHARD WRIGHT the Colored novelist who is being considered a 

key figure in the Kew York Field Bi iat 


Enclos 
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Copies of instant report are priog placed ín the appropriate Kew 
York Files. 
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, vcre ۱ ج‎ 
indicated., explain this deletion. NE ond 


Deleted under exemption(s) be, bJ) D LLLCCC———— with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 
Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


Information pertained only to 8 third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 


Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 


— — —— 
سس سر‎ ——— pee muet رس‎ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); سس‎ 
as the information originated with them. You will 
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


For your information: JJ ر‎ — 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Eu YORK, HEN YORK 


of ۱ 

RICHARD WRIGHT, popular negro writer 4 
former reporter on Deily Worker, according 
مه‎ an article in Daily Worker en 4/13/41 by 


Other articles TEZ 
zac 
— 2 7 
88 
CL uu» 
, — 
== 
Bus O 
co 22 
<O c 
= © 
= — 
 Poresu file 1007151454. Oz 
= 
Report of Special i و‎ at 
dated February 9, 1943 & City. 


AT WEN YORK. —. ` 


Inssmooh as a review ef RICHARD WRIGHT'S writings ^ | 
indicato he 15 $t least a fellow treveller if met E 
a member of the Coumunist Party, additional inquiry | / 


nas been uade and is being set out beles’ 


„d referenced’ to the reference report were oori 
sections of WRIGHT'S povel "Twelve Million eck Yoleos* 


| 2.7 E /i 
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RIGHT was also the 
Fla Ave Son" and when questioned by wri 
puch a charecter 85 "Rigger" و‎ pe. explained sam in an article which was 
publi shed in The Satardsy Review" ef June 1, 1940, pec? 18. We die- 
pro مه‎ write such a novel and to ereste 
guch a character 8&9 Bigger" from which, among other things, 18 taken 
the following excerpt: 


"Another thought kept me from writing, What would 
my om white Aid black comrades im the Communist 
Party say" 


from such a publi shed statement, one would مه‎ pons 
WIGHT to be 8 mesber of the Party er at least a fellow traveller. 


February 15, 1942 states that RICHARD WRIGHT was 8 former reporter en 
the Dally Worker. "RIOHT's picture appears in the "Hegroes and the 
War", published and distributed by the Office of Wer Informaticas 


The files of the Hew York office also reflect that 
— nama eppesrs on the "Committee o uve ary b 
تم‎ in the People's Veios, ۵ New Tork Ter? rly 


on 
1942 wes Listed as one 
ters, advocating & 


4n the Daily Worker during 1941 end 1942. In an issus dated February 
25, 1941, page 4, column 1, it is noted that RICHARD WRIGHT was listed 
along with EARL BROWDER BEN GOLD and JOE NORTH as one of the 


as one of the writers who would greet THEODORE, SER at a tes 
luncheon attended March 1, 1941 et the Commodore Hotel under the suspices 
ef the American Council on Soviet Relationse Others to pe present werd 
JESSICA SMITH, editor of ?Sovíet Russia Today", 6 Dre JOHN 
رم‎ and ot k k: ; Tip we. * 


— In an issee of March 19, 1941, page 5, colum 7, WEIGHT 
eted WILLIAM Z4 FOSTER, katienal Chairman of the Communist Party on his 
th Birthday. ` 8 , et an 


In an 8 dated March 22, 1941 WRIGHT along with 
RUTH McKENNEY, was reported to have &ooepted to serve en the Board of 
Honorary Chairmen ef the Mey By Coumi 4 e 
sue 


of April 5, 1941, page 7, colum 2, 
RICHERD BRIGHT's pane appeared with other writers in what was known 88 
ICED e. u 40 Congress of the League of America? to be bell tn 
Wew York City on June 6 and 8, 1941 to discuss how best writers oan 
es Tork C167 ed toward war, shat to do to restore the WPA eni wif 
to do in defense of cultaree l 


TT 0. 7. mymbelio of a cet, "MHowsver, that nowhere in the play is be cree 


a Comunist but be is clearly a sympethisere” WARIER states . 
however, that RICHARD WRIGHT is 8 Communist end the eonception ef Max 


In an iesue ef April A, 1941, page 1, there is en 
editorial which speaks about MAT s stirring condemnation ef the 
۱۲ sonasnt of EARL BROWDER end ef a long forward by JAMES W, FORD 
contained in WRIGHI's "Bright the Morning Star", a short story in 


royalty for this wrk ani those that are received are to aerus to the 
"Earl Brower Defense Bund.“ 


In sn issue dated June 9, 1941, page 1, 8 
nene appears among those of the Writers Congress o adopted a firm 


&nti-war programe 


In an issue dated July 24, 1941, pege 7, volum 3, 
1t is noted that WRIGHT’s name &ppears among the American writers who 
pledged full support to Great Britain and the Soviet Union. 


A change of attitaie of RICHERD WRIGHT and ether 
writers 1s pointed out ín that in early June they sdopted a fira H 
en and in July they advocated fell support to the Soviet 0 
Farther, that Germany declered war on Russis en June 22, 1941e i 


In an issos dated August 18, 1941 WRIGHT appears en 
the Citisen's Committee to Free Earl Brower and ín an issue dated 
Angust 11, 1941, pere 9, WRIGHT states that HARRY BRIDGES is a friend 
of America and has become a symbol in America and that those who fight 
agsinst him are enemies of rie. 


In an issue dated October 22, 1941, page 1, paregreph 1, 
WRIGHT's name — as one of the masbere of a group of citisens calling 
for a release ef EARL BRODER. ۱ 


On Eovember 19, 1941, page 3, in the Worker, 
RICHARD WEIGHT was declared winner ef the Spingaro medal fot writing 
ef "Native Son," Also in this issues WRIGHT along with م۸‎ V , 


In an {sme dated February 13, 1942, page 7, column 4, 
e letter of WRIGHT's was published dealing with the controversy on susie 
whioh letter 4s dated February 10, 1942 and begins es follows: 


"Dear Comrade Sender Osriim:t ` 


— sw. | / 4 


x NN yr file 
3 d 100241674 
-— things states thet be would like 
aa Show can recruitment ef negroes 
: | This letter also stated thet "The 
i party in America vitally concerned 
It is also noted that in JAMES Te FORD's book “The 


PUT Negro and the Desocratic Front", on ۶ 193, FORD states thet ho 
wants to*express publically the high appreciation of our Zegro comrades 

m and Negro people for &he splendid contributions of RICHAED WRIGHT, 

E LANGSTON HUGHES and other P-tists and mosbians of our people” | 


On October 14, 1942 bz 
advised that RICHARD WRIGHT, a former known st Party member, 
had split with the Party because of his dissatisfaction with the wy 81D 
the Party bandled the Negro questione 


327 Lafayette street, Brooklyn, furnished the fo 
reflected in the files of that board eoncerning WRIGHT. 


Ee advised tat WRIOHT's questionnaire wes returned 
May 9, 1941 at ghich time WRIGHT resided at &73 West 104th Street, Bew 
Yotx City. However, he presently resides at 7 Middagh Street, Brooklyn, 
Sew York. On May 28, 1941 WRIGHT Wis placed in 3-A classification 
because of collateral dependents, On July 1, 1942 his eollaterel 
dependency wes removed and hs 5 placed in classification lado 


' Qn Jely 6, 1942 he was bout to be inducted iB 
the Army anû be asked for a 90 dey extention, which was grented. 
no vendor 2, 1942 ۵ eontisustioa of this extension was grantede On 
govenber 16, 7542 owas placed in J in order to Permit Joy P 
egoor um NT to take Volunteer Candidate Treining, tet was subsequently 
rejec e 


September 4, 1908 at Katcbes, Mississippi. His education wes given 

as eight years of eleeentary 0 He states kis enploysent experience 
46 thet of a novelist, playurigh*, poet and newspaper reporter, He eid 
pot set forth his place of enploysent tut edvissd thst bs was 

es s writer of political and labor news from 1937 ۵ 1938. ‘This might 
possibly be the period that beo was a reporter for the Daily Vorkere ` 


xw — سے‎ ; WIGHT furnished a list of his writings to the lool 
N Board. It was noted thet "Uncle Toá's Children" according to WRIGHT ws 
written by him end was Leter translated ¿nto Russian by مه‎ 0 
4esued in internsticnal 24 tera tures | : 


/ e e €, f É y 


fis questionosire further reflects thet he wes married 


March 10, 1941 at Goyte lie, How Bi ts ere given as 

that of his mother ELLA. mom 7 
J WEIGHT, father, 

| „ d éter-An-1sw 


brother, 
at the 


WRIGHT listed as property ens house valued at $3,000. 
WEIGHT is divorced from bis first wife, because 

une و‎ 8 his dependents as ELLEN GHT, wife, age 29 — 
end JULIA WRIGHT, two months, daughter, born 12, 1942. 
a. that the file further reflects a letter 
fron the Office of War ormation, Mew York City, in which was transmitted 
e progres ss prepared for them by RICHARD WRIGHT. fhe records further 
reflected that WRIGHT bas lived at the following eddresses: b W: 


467 Weverly Avenue, Brooklyn. (1940) 

473 West 140th Street, New York City, (Mey 1941) 

11 Revere Place, Brooklyn. (July 7, 1941) 

7 Middagh Street, Brooklyne (Present address) yu 


advised that the Board's association with 
RICHARD WRIGHT had been very pleasant and that he had been very cooperstive 
and prompt in his transactions with theme . 


A description of WIGHT ss furnished by T Mw d 


is es follors: rm" 
Age ⁄ ` 
Born Spo tender 4, 1908, Hatches, 11 70 
Beight 57 
Weight 158 pounds 
Build Mediu 
Eyes Brom Dx 
Beir ` Bleek T 
Ee Complexion Derk. . t 
ےت س‎ Ease | ` ` Hegr? — 
Occupation Writer 
Marital states Married 
Criminal record Esas 
. Scare or, marks De 
Te ot ; oA 
WA 1۱۲,22 Marital status rie 


BY £15. 


YDEKTITI OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS: 


of Special Agent 

4s a flimsy repor , Governor's Islando and is being made an at 
4nformant in view of the fact that tho Bureau has expressed a desire © 
mot to have then mentioned in reports. sid 
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„ Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Anited States Department of Justice xc 
P * Kew York, N.I. š `š ape 


* 


March 3, 1943 


~ 


Director, FBI 


RE: RICHARD WRIGHT 
INTERNAL SECURITY 
SEDITION 


Dear Sir: 


In reference to Bureau letter of January 20, 1943, (Bureau 
file 100-157464) requesting the status of the above entitled Y^ 
matter, this is to advise this case has been reassigned and pleced | 
in line for jymodiate investigation. ۱ l 
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Very truly yours, 
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ALL FORMATION CONTAINED 
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x i z Los Angeles, Cslif. 
Fa Z^ June 18 = 45 
ر‎ ۱ 
n PE. i 
Dear Sir: 
/ 
/ Richerd vricht the nezro who wrote black boy and Native Son books 


/ are doing no good end a lot of harm they ere causin- disunity and spreading 


race hatred and if you people dont want America vore up the sene as 
Gerzzny you had better put 8 sto» to suteh peobleſas that poor old ass 

of a Southern Sem tor xith ris bacc to africa move nent and sutch 

ola fools cee that voor crazy old Nerd richt. 1:6 colored people 

are food n;tuüred &il we want 18 3usttee" B pood"fob-with-good pay for work 
vell donc. Every tine ne turn around some one cowmlaining nafging 
constznl- crit erelsang every bhang we do, nächerd cnt seem to be un- 
haəpy in ericsson wish to God he would/lezve and go some olace else 
for he is geting on our nerves. I and ati the other colored peo»le know 
that ninty percent of the trash that he pits in his books are lies, but 
if veo-le in Gerzeny should get a hold 6f Black boy I'm avfull afraid Uncle 
San's face is going to be red for yoy cant rule a German if you cant 
rule america. and the lies thet peor sick brzned fool Richard . ri ght put 
in his boots sure dont do ie rA O any good in the foreigner's eye sight. 
4e colored people Want-RiGhEPd wright Ts books bæned if he cent write a 
story witbout.tryinz to sgitzte-race trouble ve want him to pick himself 
a new vocation, Just-fet a copy of his books and go through them, We 


dont sse hy he isnt in the amzy anyway. If he went to India or som 


otRer place and saw how horrible those people live then he would see how 

far advanced we are, After all we colored peo»le are doing the best we 

can if you would get a cony of the negro hand book for 1912 you would 

see just how well we are doing. we are only a snall race of people. 

We colored people are very discouraged and that is the reason sixty million 
little bity Japanese can fight all most two billion people without & allie 

and hole out so long. Because that Billion colored people are on the 

point of giving up. After all this is not our war and if we win we loose 

So I sup»ose there is nothing to do but just say to hell with the hole 

pioody mess. x . i 9 4 


Tnis is from that poor old fools book Blac by enough to 
provoke the devil, « s co ms | 1 
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G | 6 
general Burrau nf * 
Anited States Aecpartment of Sustice 


New York 7, New York 
کم‎ AP 


* | . vey 18, 1945 


pirector, FBI . O 


" RE: RICHARD NATEANIEL WRI GET 
B SECURITY MATTER - C 
Bureau File 100-157464 


Dear Bir: 


The copy of the Security Index Card 6 
office relative to the above-named individual has been 
, now captioned af follows: 
d e S 
d v. STC YT, RICHARD I TEL. K TEIL HATIVE BORK ۰3 4 6-4 
WZ GK O 
h. pe rtment 0-53 
89 Lefferts Place 
Brooklyn, New York Ges.) (ena Su ^ i | 
| | ` Cho, Vrs 
Free-lance writer at residence (Bus .) \ ** | Kok . 
/ A oui 
REFER TO BUREAU LETTER DATED VAY 7 1945 IN INSTAN 
HAS PEL. MADE UF. 
In accordance with Bureau instructions, & white s" x 8" card 
captioned as above, has been prepared ana filed in the ‘Confidential Security 
Index Card File of this office. Appropriate disposition has been made 
of the card previously maintained in the Card File, in accordance with 
existing instructions. It is suggested that the original Security Index 
Card maintained at the Seat of Government be revised in agreement with the 
caption above get out. 
HEP; MAT] Bi BA ae ss 
EREN [> UNP ON CONTAIN E E 
DATE CLASS) ED xe; e. 
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OCF A special Agent in cnirga ین‎ wn. I 
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9 Ce Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


|. 300-4167 
Bcc: ۱ 
o TO : Director, FBI | DATE: February 26, 1945 
FROM 4} SAC, New York City ^ 
' 


SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT 


SECURITY MATTER C 220 


(Bureau file 100-157464 ) | 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
ond made at New York City on September 5, 1944 entitled RICHARD 
WAUHAFIEL WRIGHT; INTFRNAL SECURITY C. This re port sets out a lead for the 
New York Field Division, "After careful وس‎ interview the subject 


WRIGHT concerning his association with thy Communist Party." 


After very careful consideration it is felt inadvisable to 
interview WRIGHT particularly as the basis us break with the Communist Party, 
as appears from his recent articles in the /Atlantic Monthly Magazine, is the 

ommunist . Party's failure to be sufficien radical and militant with respect . 
to the advancement of the Negro, These articles also 10276 a complete — 


afeepproval by WRIGHT of the American way of life, 


Also considered in arriving at the decision not to intefview 
WRIGHT are the facts that he has been classified 4-F due to severe ho-neurosis J 


&nd his contacts with his Local Selective Service Board-h eflec! id his / A 
Interest ín the problem of the Negro to be almost an ot ssi on, ———- M) // 


he is no longer being carried as a Key Figure by the New York Field Division, 
however, a Security Index Card on him is being maintained by the New York Office 


due to his militant attitude toward the Negro problem — M) U F Nro ~ // 


| The only inf fabi on secured by this office concerning WRIGHT / 1 
a been Feported is that he was listed 


t has not already as a member of the ۷۸ | 


national Comittee of the/International Labor Defense in a pamphlet entitled, — .—^ 
Equal Justice and Democracy in the Service of Victory," published by the J I 
International Labor Defense in September 1944, WRIGHT'S residence address has ۱۳ (w/ 

"been verified as Apt. C-23, 89 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, New York, as of jd 
February 15, 1945. f wo. ; 

This investigation is being placed ín a closed status by the rg 

New York Field Division. In the event further investigation becomes necessary, ^ ' / 
it will be reported under a Security Matter C character, ‘Yl [y's 
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Some Impressiens 


Of Black Boy i u 


to overcome this limitation of subjectivit 
imposed upon him in order that he may be 
clearly, and participate with, the forces whic! 
would destroy the myth of white supremac; 
Inasmuch as Wright has attained literer 
prominence, and some circles have thrust upo: 
him the mantle of spokesman for his peopl 
he above all must maintain a clear head. 
1 e . ° 


1 is no doubt that Wright wields : 
briliant &nd stormy pen. Few story telle: 


are his equal But is this sufficient whe 
there are brilliant writers on both sides c 
the barricades. It is vitally important the 
the artist who reflects and the artist who ۶ 
the way out should be one and the sam 
person. For both these factors exist in th 
objective real world, outside one’s self. Jim 
crow is here, yet Jimcrow is also being drive: 
defeated from the scene. Life is not stati 
One has to see both jo be realistic, and t 
shape the future. 

Wright does not see the positive, construc 
tive side, and therefore the mirror of his pe 
does not give a complete picture. He omit 
the biggest new thing which is happenirg 1 
the world today—the main progressive cw 
rents from which even the South is mx 
immune. Apparently he is isolated from the: 
developments—and far removed from the pec 
ple. Such isolationism can lead to stagnatio 
to form without content. It is pretty dif 
cult to see what happened in 1915 if one 
isolated from 1945. While Wright is, of cours 
not responsible for Black Boy conditions, J: 
is, however, responsible for his own yetunta: 
act of withdrawal from the í which e: 
&mong the leaders of tbe $ for a v 
world. He can blame 7 . 
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by Benjamin 4. Davis, Jr. 


focused perspectives, and misleading ambigui- 
ties and conclusions—many @ which mar 
Black Boy. S 
. ° e 

book is intensely subjective. In fact, 

it is limited by its subjectiveness. But 
people are not born subjective, and ft ís clear 
that & young Negro who has to run the 
gauntlet of every type ef oppression—just 
short of lynching—has subjectiveness forced 
into his marrow. This heavy pressure pushes 
him to view the world in which he lives 
entirely through glasses colored by his own 
personal suffering from national oppression, 
which suffering in one form or another he 
meets every day. Those who complain of 
that intense subjectivity are forever stopped 
from doing so, unless they realize what 


brought it about, and also help to eradicate , 


Z fd This 18 a clipping from: 
DED page 7 ` sec, "ofp 
„ 4 8. APR 1945 5 e 

. Date y — l-9 P _ 
[ALL INFORMARON CORTA 
Vue OSMAN CONTAINED 


* BERNE 15 UNCLASSIFIED 


the diseased soil from which it grows. 


un is important, however, that his sub- 
`” jectiveness be overcome. It can be done and 


4s being done since there are new trends and 
factors which make the overcoming possible. 
It is also necessary to overcome ft, lest one 
fan into the trap of frustration and defeat- 
ism which the white supremacy forces have 
set. Black Boy says some wholly unacceptable 
things about the Negro's capacity for genuine 
emotion. Here the author's subjectivity has 
overcome reality. For the truly remarkable 
achievement of the Negro is that he has 
made such singular contributions to America 
—culturally and musically and in all other 
fields—despite the system of national] oppres- 
gion which tends to thwart his every effort. 
The point is: Will Wright himsai{ De able 

0$ . dino M 


rh 1+ OI 


NOD 


away from this 


— ۱ “sven y DEED 


"s 


. New Times 3 


Le JX Brack BOY, Richard Wright has writ- 
Dew. s ten & furious an rrifying story ef the 
— impact of the Jimcrow system upon human 
z¬ beings in the deep South. The result is & 
„ picture which challenges America. 
t š, There may be exaggerations m the book. 
„ Many of the incidents may 
— be highly fictional, and 
mever really happened to 
2 Wright. But what difference 
— does that make if they hap- 
pened to some other young i 
Negro. The point is that 
í they should not happen to 
2 any Negro and the cond- 
tions which corrode the Ne- 


they suffocate the 
Jess degree, and 
the whole South. 


=" pot ولوم‎ the Negro citizen; 
p^ poor whites to a more ot 
retard the development of 
It does no good to run 
essential significance of the book for the 
of grappling with the secondary &s- 
which are contained in the 
book, and others ۶ which surround the 
2 author's views and his writing of the book. 
It is of supreme tmportance that this main 
| picture of the life and death of the Negro 
- = under the reign of white supremacy should 
* hit America with full force. For it concerns 
— America. Any attempt to bypass this over-all 
+ picture will lessen its force and thereby lead 
a to an underestimation of its starkness and 
d blunt the sharp need for correctives. When 
1 


this main picture is changed in its principal 
=  ouuines, the derivative secondary aspects wil 
— disappear. But until it does, naturally there 


are going to be all kinds of cor tagen. badly 
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T M DEC Washington 1. 
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i s Subject: Letter cf Transnittnd, ; : 
Yos $ ; 
i5 To: Lt. Col, Je Ear Hoover 

nc Federal Bureau of Invert igatien 
23 Department of Justice 

DA The attached ecrannications ar^ forrarded fer your ínforza- — 
i ; tion and such action as Feu censider acvisacle, 
t. í For the Chief, iHlitary Intelligence Service: 

ij it 
T í N mae Kiss. VENE 
E . ? °۵ ye Te RISSE! J, 

Lor ۱ cz, General $1217, 

| ç ی‎ Asst, Accu vt Officer, 1, 1. 8. 
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* : FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


` Form Ko.1 I | 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT y YORE, EN R EI ruzno. 100-41674 ۶ 


REPORT HADE AT ‘ d | @aTE 


FEW YORK, FEW YORE 2 


TRE 


aa 
| RICHARD KATHANIEL VRIGET EML 7 
J i SEDITION 
Ee SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject born in Hatches, Mississippi, 1909, 

and at age of 15 ren away from orphan acylus 


and then bummed his way throughout the country. 
£ubject employed by WPA from 1-338 to 5-17-89. 
Subject the author of "EKatiíve Son", a novel . 
which was later adapted into a play by samo 
pane, and this play was included in "The Best 
Plays of 1940 and 1941". Information regarding 
gubject's book, “Twelve Million Black Voices" 


eet out. 


-C- 


REFERENCE: ~ (Bureau File Furber 100-157464) d ZEN 
^ Bureau Letter to New York dated December 9, 1942. — 


A review of the indices of the Public Library of New York City, 
located at Sth Avenue and 42nd Street, reflected that the subd- 
ject's true nare is RICHARD EATHANIKL WRIGHT and that he was born in 1909. The 
indices also reflected that the subject wrote the following books: Tire and 
Cloud", Twelve Million Black Voices’ Sative Son", and fUncle Tom's Children’. 


3 
Mr. M. B. 201/6۵5 , in the 1929 issue of the "Modern Quarterly”, 
Volume Eleven, Funder Five, 4p reviewing the works ef the subject, stated that 
‘RICHARD WRIGHT was born "on a broken down plantation near ۰, Mississippi, 
a State which leads the Union in illiteracy, Christianity and mobocracy. Eis 
fexily travelled from town to town like grub-vornas. Eis father got tired ef 
ebold and deserted the fanily. Parelysis struck Me 


his poverty-ravéged hous 

mother Gown and he entered an orphan asylum but ren off at fifteen. In Memphis 
-he haunted Beale Street and later he punted his way all over the country, fight ^. 
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= Date: ver 9, 192 | — 

A 

< To: Bic, Eev York ome 
a I . AÀ ( ann | ۱ ç 
-- E " P d ` ouf" ۷ 
= § Frog: J. Edgar Hoover- Director, Federal Bureau of Investigetion 

Dd gutject: RI CHD WEIGH? 

ILE. BXCURITI e EDITION 

E» 211 1 4 herevith are copies of n eommunicetion ۵ 
a ty to the Ronorable Henry L. Stimson, Secretary ef Ver, 
ag at | C., water date of October 13, 1947. fhe Soreeu ef ac 
r gourse received thia eomranication ig reference fron ths Military In- 
Eg مهد 6ج 11 1 مه‎ ۰ í 
` In viev of gm eue allegatiors as to eortein writings 
a ef (object, it is des red thet your office make inquiry ef sources evaile 
Eu E yos for the purpose ef determining whether the book entitled 
= Black Voioes* or other pubdliestioss ef subject are $m 
— expression ef atatemente heving eignificance wader the 
M t tes. If possible, you should secure a ooh ef thie pub- 
1 11 es ether writings ef subject end review the same for the 
z- — eence ef such material. 


1۶ yeur inquiry üsvelops ef an affirmative nature, 
you ehould of course crusa an investigation to te undertaken as bo 
Ject's background, inclinations, and current ۰0 
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along the gutted road it dawned upon him that he needed an education. Aud 
then, whether digging @itches or clerking in the post office, he devoured the 
contents of newspapers and magarines as vell as books that came his wey." 


À Er. dS Ag advised the writer that the subject 
had been employe the WPA on a Federal Writers’ Project from January 3. 1928, 


to May 17, 1939, when he resigned to accept private exployment. At this time 
subject vas residing at 805 Saint Nicholas Avenue, Bew York City. 


The Best Plays of 1940 and 1941" by BURES MANTLE included the 


gutject!s play, "Betive Son", which was produced from the subject's novel by 
the sare Bane. 


Mr. BROOKS ATEINSOH in the Kew York Times had the fcllowing to 7 
about the subject's play, "Native Son": In the drama Mr. GREEN and Mr. WRIGHT 
work in & more objective style. Without the subjective background their defense 
of Bigger Thonas's ghastly crime in the co s like generalised 
pleading. It lacks the stinging enl nent of the last\third of Mr. WEIGHT's 
novel. But that completes this column's bill of exceptions to the biggest 


American rara of the-season." ۱ 
a * * WU n / 5 
was written by the 


fhe novel, "Twelye Million Black Voices", whi 

subject, was published by) the Viking Press in Zev Tork City in October, 1941, 
ad this book is divided Anto four partsi—(1) Our Strange Birth; (2) Inheritors 
of Slavery: (3) Death ox the City Pavements; and (4) Men in the Making. In the 
foreword, Mr. WRIGET states*%shile this Hevel purports to render a broad picture 
of the processes of negro life in the United) States, intentionally it does not 
include in ite cónsiderítions those areas 6f negro life which comprise the eo- 
called 'tatented tenth! or the isolated islands of mulatto leadership which are 

111 to be found in many parts of the South or the growing and influential negro 
middle class profeesional and business men of the North who have, for the past 


twenty Jeers or more, formed a sort of linison corps between the whites and the 
blacks", I 


` CJ ۱ 
AN "Eme reference letter reflected that on Page 143 of the above-mentione 
novel, there was material that appeared to be seditious in nature; and for the 
benefit of the Bureau, the above-mentioned page 1e being quoted in full: i 


۹ There are millions of us and ve:are moving in all directions. All - 
_ our lives ve have been catapulted into arenas where, hed we thought consciously 
`“ gf invading them, we would have hung dack. À sense of constant change hes stolen 
eiiettly^into our lives and has become operative in our personalities as a lev 
of living. 


whionT, R. 4 


y 


EY 100-41674 


9There ere some of us who feel our hurts eo deeply that we find it 
impossible to work with whites; ve feel that it 48 futile to hope or dress is 
terns of American life. Our &istrust 1s so great that ve form intensely recial 
and nationalistic orgenisations and advocate the establishrent ef a separate 
state, a forty-ninth state, in which ve black folk would live. "n 


. 


are even today among us groups that forlornly plen a return 


E. p “There | others of us who feel the need of the protection of a 

1 // evrong nation so ke nly that we admire the harsh end imperialistic policies of 

7 / Jepan end ardently hope that the Japanese will assure the leadership of the 
TENES | / darker racest,/ 

= iu ^ ۱ 

eT \ Bhp Our consciousness chenges, as ve come of age, as we shed our 

F^ i Yolk svaddling clothes, eo run our lives in a hundred directions. 

: "Foday, 21) of us black folk ere not poor. A few of us have money. 

We make it as tbe white folk make theire, but our money~waking is restricted to‏ ,— سس 

Bo ee our own people. Many of us black folk have managed to send our children to 


echool, an2 a few of our children are nov professional and business men whose 
standards of living approximate those of middle-class whites. Scme ef us own 
mall businesses; others devote their lives to lav and medicine. 


But the majority of us etill toil on the plantations, work in heavy 
industry, and labor in the Kitchens of the Lords of the Land and the Bosses of 
the Buildings. , 


' The generel dislocation of life during the depression caused many 
white vorkers to learn through chronic privation that they could not protect 
their standard of living so long as we blacks were excluded from their unions. 
Many hundreds of thousands of them found that they could not fight successfully 
for increased vages and union recognition unless we etood shoulder to shoulder 
with them. As a consequence, many of us have recently become mezbers of stoel, 


&utonobile, pecking and tobacco unions," 


The follewing quotations are found on Page 146 of the gane book 
and ie the lest pace of the novel’ ^ ار‎ 


1 ebe differences between black folk and white folk ere not ۱1۵06 er 
eolor, and the ties that bind us are deeper than those that seperate us. "he 


^ eómnon road of hope which we all have trevelled bas brought us into & stronger | 


Kinehip^thar any words, laws or legel ela 


"What do we black folk want? We want what others have, the right 
to ehare in the upward perch of American life, the only life ve remember or have 
IR OW d Ud d 


22 
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Evo ever known? he Lord of the Land sayt و۱۲‎ will not grant hisi! We ansverb 80 
winning our heritage though oer tell fn suffer 
tyeur problem is beyond eoletiosi 


ack you to grant us nothing. We ere 
ing is great!! The Bosses ef the Buildings say? 
We answer: ‘Our problem is being solved. We are Gross 


eross though we pay in the coin of death!“ 


ing tho line you dared us 


tate the lives ef many ef ust 


lentation mo longer eic 
ef conscious history. ? 


into the sphere 
We watch each Bev 
Voices are 


9?The seasons of the p 
hundreds of thousands of us ere moving 
94e are vith the new tide. Ve stand at the erossroads. 

t appeals. Print eompels Us. 


processien. che hot wires carrying Argen 
speaking. Men are poving} And we shall be with thea.® 
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as © att Ele n the report ef o1 Q 


š Speciel Agen York, Eew Terk, dated February 9, 1943, 
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